2004 
ANNUM  REPORT 


PALMER 
MASS  A  CHU SETTS 


PALMER  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  8134  0010  5056  9 

ON  THE  COVER 

The  new  Palmer  Public  Library  addition  was  designed  by  Alfred  P.  Casella 
Architects  and  more  than  doubled  space  for  collections,  technology,  programs  and 
meeting  areas.  It  is  a  building  that  has  been  planned  and  designed  to  serve  the 
informational,  educational,  and  recreational  needs  of  today's  library  patrons  and  the  needs 
of  future  generations. 

On  May  16,  2001,  Town  Meeting  voters  unanimously  supported  a  warrant  article 
to  bond  for  the  cost  of  building  a  bigger  and  better  library.  On  June  7,  2001,  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  awarded  the  Town  of  Palmer  a 
construction  grant  for  $1 ,663,800.  Fifty-nine  libraries  across  the  State  applied  for 
funding  and  we  were  proud  to  be  one  of  10  libraries  to  receive  a  grant.  We  thank  all 
those  who  have  given  so  generously  to  make  the  dream  of  a  new  Palmer  Public  Library  a 
reality,  and  we  know  that  we  can  count  on  your  support  in  the  coming  months.  It's  your 
Library!  Thank  you. 


FACTS  ABOUT  PALMER 


SETTLED 

INCORPORATED  AS  A  DISTRICT 

ACCEPTED  AS  A  TOWN 

LOCATION 

HIGHEST  ELEVATION 

POPULATION 

FORM  OF  GOVERNMENT 

TAX  RATE  -  FY2004 
TOWN 

FIRE  DISTRICT  TAX 
DISTRICT  #  1 
DISTRICT  #2 
DISTRICT  #3 
DISTRICT  #4 

NUMBER  OF  DWELLINGS 
PROPERTY  VALUATION 
AREA 

HOSPITAL 

STREETS  AND  HIGHWAYS 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

FIRE  PROTECTION 


TRANSPORTATION 
POLICE 

RECREATIONAL  FACILITIES 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


1716 
1752 
1776 

About  15  miles  east  of  Springfield  on  Route  20 

Colonel's  Mountain  1 179  feet 

12,750 

Open  Town  Meeting 


$16.03  per  $1,000.00  of  evaluation 

$1.33  per  $1,000.00  of  evaluation 
$1.61  per  $1,000.00  of  evaluation 
$1.40  per  $1,000.00  of  evaluation 
$1.99  per  $1,000.00  of  evaluation 
Approximately  4,276 

$721,332,062 

Approximately  Land  20,1 10.00  acres;  Water  457.5  acres; 
Total  20,568.4  acres;  Square  Miles:  32.14 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital 
Approximately  150  miles 

Palmer  High  School 

Converse  Middle  School 

Old  Mill  Pond  Elementary 

Pathfinder  Regional  Technical  High  School 

Four  Fire  Districts:  Palmer  Fire  District  1 :  Chief  Alan  Roy  heads  a 
32  member  call  force  with  a  full  time  Captain  and  Lieutenant; 
Three  Rivers  Fire  District  2:  Chief  Patrick  O'Connor  heads  a  34 
member  call  force;  Bondsville  Fire  District  3:  Chief  Jeffrey 
Jambora  heads  a  26  member  call  force,  and  the  Thorndike  Fire  and 
Water  District  4  is  protected  by  Palmer  Fire  District  1 . 

PVTA  Village  Bus,  Peter  Pan  Bus  (Thorndike  Street,  Palmer), 
Council  on  Aging  Van  for  transportation  for  seniors. 

Well  established  full  time  police  department  and  Emergency 
Dispatch  Center  headed  by  Chief  of  Police,  Robert  P.  Frydryk. 

Walter  (Beebe)  Chase  Memorial  Park,  Legion  Field.  Eager 
Playground,  Palmer,  Nick  Laviolette  Park,  Three  Rivers,  plus 
playground  and  recreational  equipment  at  Three  Rivers  Common, 
and  Endelson  Playground,  Bondsville. 

North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
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GOVERNMENTAL  DISTRICT 
AND  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  THE 
TOWN  OF  PALMER 

UNITED  STATES  SENATORS 

Edward  M.  Kennedy,  Boston 
John  F.  Kerry,  Boston 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  U.S.  CONGRESS 

Second  Congressional  District 
Richard  E.  Neal 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

Seventh  Councilor  District 
Dennis  P.  McManus 

SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

Worcester,  Hampden,  Franklin 
and 

Hampshire  Senatorial  District 
Stephen  M.  Brewer 


REPRESENTATIVE  IN  GENERAL  COURT 

First  Hampden  Representative  District 
Reed  V.  Hillman 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY  DISTRICT  ATTORNEY 

William  M.  Bennett,  Springfield 


ii 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


ELECTED  OFFICIALS 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
JayMastalerz  (2007) 
Lawrence  M.  Jasak  (2006) 
Michael  J.  Burns  -  Chairman  (2005) 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Paul  Benard,  Chairman,  (2006) 
Thomas  Dranka  (2005) 
John  Lukaskiewicz  (2007) 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Todd  M.  Smola,  Chairman  (2006) 
Michael  P.  Strzemienski  (2005) 
Barbara  A.  Barry  (2007) 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

(Elected  for  three  years) 

Robert  G.  Faulkner,  Chairman  (2005) 

Jonathan  J  Jasak  (2006) 

William  R.  Jalbert  (2007) 

TOWN  CLERK 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Patricia  C.  Donovan  (2006) 


PALMER  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

(Elected  for  five  years) 

Veronica  A.  Strzemienski,  Chairman  (2006) 

Margaret  M  Higgins  (2007) 

Ronald  W.  Lemanski  (2007) 

Robert  B.  Bishop  (2008) 

PALMER  REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY 
(Elected  for  five  years) 
Frank  G.  Real,  Jr.  Chairman  (2005) 
Thomas  W.  Haley  (2006) 
Blake  LaMothe  (2008) 
Margaret  Higgins  (2007) 
Michael  D.  Pajak  -State  Appointee 

PARK  COMMISSIONERS 
(Elected  for  one  year) 
Albin  P.  Les,  Chairman  (2007) 
William  K.  Cole  (2007) 
Dean  McKee  (2005) 
William  F.  Gallagher  (2006) 
Peter  E.  Pappas  (2005) 

PATHFINDER  REGIONAL 

VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  H.S. 

(Elected  for  three  years) 

David  Droz  (2007) 

Michael  J.  Cavanaugh  (2006) 


TOWN  COLLECTOR 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Roger  E.  Brach  (2007) 

TOWN  TREASURER 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Roger  E.  Brach  (2005) 

LICENSE  COMMISSIONERS 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
Dennis  R.  Gaudreau,  Chair  (2006) 
John  R.  Mastalerz  (2007) 
Theodore  C.  Simard  Jr.  (2005) 

MODERATOR 
(Elected  for  one  year) 
John  B.  DiNuovo  (2005) 


PLANNING  BOARD 
(Elected  for  five  years) 
Michael  S.  Marciniec,  Chair  (2009) 
Norman  A.  Czech  (2007) 
Thomas  S.  Skowyra  (2006) 
Joseph  E.  Slowick  (2008) 
James  Haley  (2005) 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
(Elected  for  three  years) 
James  L.  St.  Amand  (2007) 
Heidi  E.  Drawiec  (2007) 
Cynthia  Heffernan  (2006) 
David  M.  Lynch  (2005) 
Mary  A.  Salzmann  (2005) 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


BOARDS  &  COMMITTEES 
ESTABLISHED  BY  TOWN 
CHARTER 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 
Antonio  Andre,  Chairman 
Ingrid  Thompson 
Norman  Z  Czech 
Gary  Doane,  Alt. 
Dennis  Fountain 
Walter  Solzak,  Alt. 

BOARD  OF  REGISTRARS 
Patricia  A  Donovan,  Permanent 
Genevieve  G  Janosz 
Robert  Canterbury 
Gladys  Stockwell 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 
Michele  Corbeil  Crawford,  Chm. 
David  E.  Johnson 
Grace  Sheehan 
Donald  R.  Duffy 
Peter  Izyk 
Harry  Johnson 
Jane  Go  las 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
Genevieve  A.  Bates,  Chm. 
Betty  Koss 
Alice  J.  Smith 
Ervin  Smith 
Gladys  Stockwell 
Edward  Bradlenski 
Janice  Kucewicz 
Mary  Hubert 
Louise  Burnham 
Lisa  Knowles- Warren 
Loretta  Madden 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
Theresa  Niemczura,  Chm. 
Michael  Magiera 
Matthew  Lovell 
Margaret  Raczka  Ferry 
Thomas  Dranka 
Richard  Dranka 
George  Backus 


John  Corcoran 
Curtis  Reeser 
Stephanie  Peabody 
Ronda  Brown 

PALMER  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TRUSTEE 
Alphonse  E.  Murray 

RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

Diana  Strzemienski,  Chairman 

Norma  Santos 

Diane  Brennan 

Ronda  Brown 

Donna  Corbin 

Patricia  Lebida 

Keith  Parent 

John  Sasur 

Mary  Brodeur 

Marilyn  Barry 

Kathleen  Burns 

BOARDS  &  COMMITTEES 
APPOINTED  BY  SELECTMEN 

AUXILIARY  POLICE  FORCE 
Jason  S.  Pare 
John  A.  Banas 

BROWNFIELDS  REDEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 

Beverly  Morin 

David  Johnson 

Alice  Davey 

Jean  M.  Bubon 

BY-LAW  COMMITTEE 
Charlann  Griswold 
Charles  Ksieniewicz 
Robert  P  Frydryk 
Richard  Rollet 
Dennis  Fountain 

BY-LAW  STUDY  REVIEW 

COMMITTEE 

John  Auchter 

Robert  Haveles 

Matthew  Lovell 

Philip  Mead 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


Peter  Pappas 
David  Whitney 
William  Coulter 

CABLEVISION  ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 

David  Backus 

Frank  G.  Real 

George  Backus 

Michael  Chalue 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE 

Officer  Kenneth  White 

Fire  Chief  Alan  Roy 

Tammy  Piechota 

Patrick  O'Connor 

Robert  Frydryk 

Jeffrey  Jambora 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK  GRANT  ADVISORY  COMM 
Frank  Real 

Veronica  Strzemienski 
Michael  Marciniec 
Gladys  Stockwell 

EASTERN  VALLEY  WATER 
PROTECTION  COMMITTEE 
John  Sasur 
Harry  Johnson 
Gary  Pierce 
James  Ammann 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 

Beverly  A.  Morin 

Frank  Real 

Richard  Rollet 

Steve  Chiacchia 

Jean  M.  Bubon 

Thomas  Skowyra 

Joseph  Slowick 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CERTIFYING 

OFFICER 

David  Johnson 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT  TEAM 
Beverly  Morin 
Roger  Brach 
Barbara  A.  Barry 
Michael  Burns 

GROUNDWATER  PROTECTION 

COMMITTEE 

John  Sasur,  Chairman 

Nicholas  Zeo 

Jane  E.  Go  las 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY  HOUSING 
SERVICES  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Jean  Leonard 

HANDICAPPED  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 
Neil  Metcalf 
Nancy  Bauer 
Richard  Rollet 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Stephen  Nowak,  Chairman 
Marion  P.  Lis,  Treasurer 
Lorraine  Novak,  Secretary 
Jane  E.  Go  las 
Harold  Olson 
Sandra  Nichols 
Rose  Riskalla 

HOUSING  PARTNERSHIP/FAIR 
HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
Real  Estate  Broker  -  Vacant 
Developer  -  Vacant 
Attorney  -  Vacant 
Resident-Margaret  Higgins 
Resident-Jane  E.  Golas 
Planning  Board-Joseph  Slowick 
Housing  Authority- Jean  Leonard 
Finance  Committee-Curtis  Reeser 
School  Committee 
Gerald  Madigan 

INSURANCE  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Melanie  Leibold 
Debbie  Charwick 
Deborah  Maloney 
Robert  Young 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


Harold  Olson 
John  Dyl 
Cathy  Les 
Neal  Byrne 

LOCAL  EMERGENCY  PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 

Laurie  Rocco 

David  Johnson 

Dave  Clark 

Alan  Roy 

Patrick  O'Connor 

John  Sasur 

James  Ammann 

Robert  P.  Frydryk 

Jeffrey  Jambora 

David  Pranaitis 

LOCAL  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 
BLOCK  GRANT  ADVISORY  BOARD 
James  Lynch 

Attorney  Timothy  J.  Rogers 
Alphonse  E.  Murray 
Robert  P.  Frydryk 

LOW/MODERATE  INCOME 
HOUSING 
NEGOTIATOR 
Jean  M.  Bubon 

OPEN  SPACE  PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 

Donald  Duffy 

Peter  Izyk 

Harry  Johnson 

Jane  E.  Go  las 

David  Johnson 

Jean  M.  Bubon 

Michael  Marciniec 

PALMER  CULTURAL  COUNCIL 

Deborah  Queiros 

Lynn  Plotczik 

Tom  Arventos 

James  Athearn 

Mary  Bernat 

Janisca  Clark 

Chris  Miarecki 


Lisa  Ramsey 
Carol  Rondeau 
Matthew  Lovell 
Ann  Wright 
Leah  Bigda 
Kathleen  Hood 
Gail  Orzechowski 

PIONEER  VALLEY  PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

Michael  Marciniec,  Commissioner 
Jean  M.  Bubon,  Alternate 
Terry  Korzec,  Joint  Trans.  Rep. 

PIONEER  VALLEY  PLANNING 
COMMISSION  POLICY  ADVISORY 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Jane  E.  Golas 

PIONEER  VALLEY  TRANSIT 

AUTHORITY  ADVISORY  COUNCIL 

MEMBER 

James  L.  St.  Amand 

OUABOAG  VALLEY  BUSINESS 
ASSISTANCE  CORPORATION 
Ronald  P.  Christiansen 

RECYCLING  COMMITTEE 
Jonathan  Murray 
Thomas  M.  Dranka 
Thomas  Murray 
Margaret  Higgins 
Jayne  G.  Heede 

SAFETY  COMMITTEE 
Ronald  Masnicki,  Chairman 
William  Bouthillier 
John  Dyl 

William  Gallagher 
Howard  Case 
Robert  Frydryk 
David  Pasquini 
Patrick  O'Connor 

SUBREGIONAL  HOUSING 
COMMITTEE  DESIGNEE 
Jean  M.  Bubon 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWN  MANAGER 

SCREENING  COMMITTEE 

Robert  Frydryk 

Ervin  Smith 

Janice  Kucewicz 

Paul  Wisniewski 

Robert  Lemoine 

Richard  Cartier 

Theresa  Niemczura 
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APPOINTED  OFFICIALS 


Town  Accountant 
Town  Planner 

Community  Development  Director 

Veteran's  Agent/Burial  Agent/Graves  Officer 

Town  Counsel 

Associate  Town  Counsel 

Town  Auctioneer 

Building  Inspector 

Assistant  Building  Inspector 

Gas  Inspector 

Wire  Inspector 

Assistant  Wire  Inspector 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Constable 

Constable 

Constable 

Constable 

Constable 

Fence  Viewer 

House  Numberer 

Forest  Warden 

Animal  Inspector/Dog  Officer 

Asst.  Animal  Inspector/ Asst.  Dog  Officer 

Hazardous  Waste  Coordinator 

Recycling  Coordinator 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

Asst.  Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

Sexual  Harassment  Grievance  Officer 

Sexual  Harassment  Grievance  Officer 

Milk  Inspector 

Vermin  Inspector 

Keeper  of  Lockup 


James  Young 
Jean  Bubon 
Alice  Davey 
Mark  Avis 
Charles  Ksieniewicz 
Michael  Ciota 
Kevin  Gouvin 
Richard  Rollet 
Leslie  Chip  Lapointe 
Gary  Stahelski 
Stanley  Pietryka 
Arthur  Miner 
Gerald  Nichols 
Norberto  Garcia 
Robert  Couture 
Kenneth  White 
James  Lynch 
William  McCarthy 
Joseph  Nietupski 
Theresa  Woods 
Alan  Roy 
Frederick  Guzik 
Wanda  Guzik 
Jeffrey  Jambora 
Jonathan  Murray 
Joseph  Serrato 
Ronald  Constantino 
Patricia  A  Kennedy 
Richard  Rollet 
Walter  J.  Swiatlowski 
James  Chadwick 
Robert  Frydryk 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ANIMAL  INSPECTOR 


I  attended  a  class  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  This  class  recognizes  my  continuing 
education  in  the  field  of  animal  health  and  commitment  towards  the  safety  of  the  citizens  and 
animals  in  my  municipality. 

All  inspections  ordered  by  the  Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control  have  been  completed  and 
requirements  of  Section  19,  Chapter  129  of  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts  have  been 
complied  with  and  reports  filed  with  the  Division  at  100  Causeway  Street,  Boston,  MA. 

In  the  year  2004,  there  were  38  visits  made  to  examine  and  quarantine  dogs  and  cats  known  to 
have  bitten  people  and  animals.  None  showed  symptoms  of  rabies  and  were  released  after  ten 
days. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  J.  Guzik 
Animal  Inspector 

Wanda  Guzik 

Assistant  Animal  Inspector 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

The  Palmer  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  received  14  applications  for  various  transactions  to  meet 
the  dimensional  requirements  to  the  Town  of  Palmer  Zoning  Bylaws  for  the  year  2004. 

The  Board  held  public  hearings  on  all  petitions  received  according  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
40- A,  Section  1 1,  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws.  As  a  result  of  the  hearings,  14  variances 
were  filed,  and  1 1  were  granted  and  3  were  denied. 

Income  from  the  Board  amounted  to  $1400.00.  These  fees  are  collected  to  cover  the  expense  of 
the  public  hearings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Antonio  Andre,  Chairman  Russell  Brown,  Member 

Norman  Czech,  Vice  Chairman  Dennis  Fountain,  Member 

Ingrid  Thompson,  Clerk  Walter  Solzak,  Alternate 

Gary  Doane,  Alternate 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


LOCAL  EXPENDITURES 

Appropriations  $28,920,679.62 

Offsets  33,253.00 

Revenue  Deficits  2,276.65 

Deferral  of  Teacher's  Pay  305,615.00 

Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Reg  Plan  Commission  1 ,874.55 

Snow  &  Ice  Deficits  1 78.996.25 

State  &  County  Charges  238,445.00 

Overlay  172,853.50 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  $29,853,993.58 


ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  OTHER  REVENUE  SOURCES 

Cherry  Sheet  Estimated  Receipts  $  1 3,855,570.00 

Local  Estimated  Receipts  3,443,461 .00 

Other  Available  Funds  442,787. 14 

Free  Cash  66,590.48 

Free  Cash  to  reduce  the  tax  rate  2 1 5,2 1 9.00 

Teacher's  Pay  Deferral  267,41 3.00 

TOTAL  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  $18,291,040.62 

NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  $1 1,562,952.96 


NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  /  TOTAL  VALUATION    =    TAX  RATE  FY2004 

$11,562,952.96  /        721,332,062  =  $16.03 

CLASSIFIED  PERCENTAGES 

LEVY  PERCENTAGE  LEVY  BY  CLASS 

RESIDENTIAL  79.9113  $9,240,100.77 

OPEN  SPACE  0  0 
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COMMERCIAL                        8.8003  1,017,571.58 

INDUSTRIAL                          5.9461  687,547.54 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY             5.3423  617,733.07 

100.00%  $11,562,952.96 


VALUATION  BY  CLASS 


RESIDENTIAL  576,425,500 
OPEN  SPACE  0 

COMMERCIAL  63,479,200 

INDUSTRIAL  42,891,300 

PERSONAL  PROPERTY  38,536,062 

TOTAL  VALUATION  721,332,062 


RESPECTFULLY  SUBMITTED, 

Michael  J.  Burns,  Chairman 
Lawrence  M.  Jasak 
Jay  J.  Mastalerz 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  activities  for  the  year  2004.  Permits  were  approved, 
specifications  reviewed,  and  construction  monitored  for: 


New  Single  Family  Dwellings  23 

New  Two  Family  Dwellings  1 

New  5-Unit  Condominiums  3 

New  Commercial  Buildings  1 5 

Additions  to  Residential  Buildings  9 

Additions  to  Commercial  Buildings  6 

Renovations  to  Residential  Buildings  74 

Renovations  to  Commercial  Buildings  8 

Carports  3 

Demolition  1 5 

Garages  10 

Handicap  Ramps  1 

Mobile  Homes  3 

Pools  -  Above  Ground  29 

Pools  -  In  Ground  3 

Porches/Decks  77 
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Roofing,  Siding  and  Window  Permits  212 

Sheds  55 

Signs  27 

Wood  Burning  Stoves  Permits  30 

Occupancy  Permits  101 

Annual  Inspections  22 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  W.  Rollet 
Building  Inspector 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PALMER  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 

In  2004,  the  Cemetery  Department  was  hit  once  again  with  cuts,  one  seasonal  part-timer  and  our 
Department  Clerk.  Both  of  these  employees  were  dedicated  to  the  operations  of  the  cemeteries 
and  very  important  to  the  department.  The  Cemetery  Department  is  now  staffed  with  two  full 
time  employees,  a  far  cry  from  the  early  nineties  when  there  were  two  full  time  and  up  to  four 
summer  helpers  to  take  care  of  the  upkeep  of  our  historic  burial  grounds. 

Beginning  in  late  April,  we  mow  the  active  cemeteries  once  per  week,  Oak  Knoll  and  Four 
Corners  until  the  end  of  October  when  leaf  pickup  begins,  and  is  usually  completed  in  early 
December.  Our  cemeteries  used  to  be  trimmed  every  two  weeks,  now  they  get  trimmed,  if  we 
are  lucky,  once  a  month.  In  2004,  this  department  performed  29  internments  and  poured  29 
foundations  for  monuments. 

We  will  continue  to  provide  for  our  patrons  and  deceased  the  care  they  were  promised  to  the  best 
of  our  ability  with  the  resources  provided  to  us. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Park  and  Highway  Departments  for  their  continued  support 
when  requested,  and  also  the  two  former  employees  Charles  Robbins,  our  dedicated  summer 
laborer,  who  did  most  of  the  trimming  around  monuments,  and  Janet  Chaconas,  our  Clerk  who 
spent  over  two  years  transferring  our  burial  records  from  the  past  hundred  years  onto  the 
computer. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  new  Town  Charter  will  take  effect  on  January  1st,  2005,  the  Cemetery 
Department  will  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  thank  all  of  the  individuals  who  have  volunteered  their  time  to 
serve  as  Commissioners  over  the  years  assuring  that  the  town  cemeteries  will  be  here  for  years  to 
come.  I  would  especially  like  to  thank  Robert  Faulkner  for  serving  this  department  for  over  fifty 

years. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  S.  Skowronek 
Cemetery  Working  Foreman 
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COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  DEPARTMENT 


The  Community  Development  Department  is  located  in  Memorial  Hall  at  1029  Central  Street  in 
Depot  Village.  The  office  is  open  Monday  -  Friday  from  9:00am  to  4:30pm.  The  Community 
Development  Department  was  established  in  1991  for  the  purpose  of  administering  a  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  (CDBG)  for  the  Town  of  Palmer.  Over  the  years  the  department  has 
expanded  its  services  by  becoming  a  Local  Rehabilitation  Agency  for  the  Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency,  and  by  applying  for  and  receiving  grants  from  other  agencies. 

Community  Development  Block  Grant 

The  Community  Development  Block  Grant  Program  is  funded  under  Title  I  of  the  Housing  and 
Community  Development  Act  of  1974,  as  amended.  The  primary  objective  of  the  statute  is 
"  ...to  develop  viable,  urban  communities  by  providing  decent  housing  and  suitable  living 
environment  and  expanding  economic  opportunities  principally  for  low  -  and  moderate-income 
persons. " 

The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Community  Development  encourages:  programs  which 
develop  and  preserve  affordable  housing;  planning  toward  both  resource  protection  and 
sustainable  economic  activity;  downtown  revitalization  integral  to  community  development;  and 
community-based  planning  that  assess  needs  and  identifies  strategies  for  addressing  those  needs. 
Projects  eligible  for  funding  under  the  Massachusetts  Community  Development  Block  Grant 
Program  include:  planning;  housing  rehabilitation  and  creation  of  affordable  housing;  economic 
development  projects  which  create  and/or  retain  jobs;  efforts  directed  toward  rehabilitation  and 
stabilization  of  existing  neighborhoods,  commercial  areas  and  downtowns;  infrastructure; 
construction  and/or  rehabilitation  of  community  facilities;  and  public  social  service  services. 

The  Community  Development  Department  relies  entirely  on  grant  dollars  to  finance  its  projects. 
The  Town  provides  space,  heat  and  electricity  for  the  Community  Development  Department;  all 
other  expenses  are  funded  with  grant  money. 

During  2004  the  Community  Development  Department  continued  to  administer  the  following 
Community  Development  Block  Grants: 

•  FFY02  -  During  2004  $1,370.46  was  expended  for  grant  administration,  $236,473.30 
was  expended  for  Housing  Rehabilitation.  To  date  the  Housing  Rehabilitation  Program 
has  provided  assistance  to  60  people  residing  in  33  units.  To  date  this  grant  has 
leveraged  $3,862.1 1  in  additional  private  investment. 

•  FFY03  -  During  2004  $98,595.00  was  expended  for  grant  administration,  $1 16,535.40 
was  expended  for  Housing  Rehabilitation.  To  date  the  Housing  Rehabilitation  Program 
has  provided  assistance  to  25  people  residing  in  9  units.  To  date  this  grant  has  leveraged 
$15,496.96  in  additional  private  investment. 

•  FFY04  -  During  2004  $7,927.76  was  expended  for  grant  administration,  $5,137.00  was 
expended  for  the  Senior  Volunteer  Coordinator  Program.  To  date  the  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  has  provided  375  hours  of  coordination  time,  and  223.25  hours  of  volunteer 
services.  Six  seniors  have  volunteered  their  time  to  provide  services  to  thirteen  seniors. 
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READY  RESOURCE  FUND 


In  June  of  2002  the  Town  of  Palmer  acting  as  the  lead  community  for  the  Quaboag  Valley 
Business  Assistance  Corporation  was  awarded  a  $391 ,000  Ready  Resource  Fund  grant  jointly 
with  the  Towns  of  Belchertown,  Brimfield,  Brookfield,  East  Brookfield,  Hardwick,  Holland, 
Monson,  North  Brookfield,  Spencer,  Wales,  Ware,  Warren,  and  West  Brookfield.  This  grant 
will  re-capitalize  the  revolving  loan  funds  of  the  Quaboag  Valley  Business  Assistance 
Corporation  to  continue  its  program  of  comprehensive  small  business  and  microenterprise 
development. 

•  FFY01  -  During  2004  $24,53 1 .86  was  expended  for  grant  administration,  $1 24,000.00 
was  expended  for  assistance  to  micro-enterprises.  To  date  3  for-profit  businesses  have 
received  loans  which  have  created  6.75  FTE  jobs  and  6  micro-enterprise  businesses  have 
received  loans  which  have  created  8.1  part  time  jobs.  $5,800  was  expended  on  tuition 
waivers  for  business  planning  students,  computer  students,  and  workforce  development 
trainees.  To  date  this  grant  has  leveraged  $256,756  in  additional  private/other  agency 
funds. 

MASSHOUSING  HOME  IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAMS 

MassHousing  was  created  by  state  legislation  to  assist  in  expanding  the  supply  of  affordable 
housing  for  people  who  cannot  afford  a  decent  and  safe  place  to  live.  MassHousing  provides 
financing  at  reduced  interest  rates  for  the  production/rehabilitation  of  decent  housing  accessible 
to  those  who  earn  low  or  moderate  incomes. 

•  Get  The  Lead  Out  -  Provides  low-cost  financing  to  owners  of  1  -4  family  properties  to 
remove  lead  paint  from  their  homes  and  reduce  the  possibilities  of  lead  poisoning  in 
children. 

•  Neighborhood  Rehabilitation  Program  -  Provides  low  interest  loans  to  purchase  and 
rehabilitate  a  home,  or  make  substantial  repairs  to  a  home  that  you  already  own.  Fixed 
below-market  interest  rates  are  available. 

•  Home  Improvement  Loan  Program  -  Provides  low  interest  loans  to  rehabilitate  your 
home. 

USDA  504  PROGRAM 

The  Palmer  Community  Development  Department  provides  504  program  information  and  loan 
processing  for  Palmer  residents. 

The  Section  504  loan/grant  program  helps  very  low-income  owner  occupants  of  modest  single- 
family  homes  in  rural  areas  repairs  their  homes.  Loan  funds  are  available  for  repairs  to  improve 
or  modernize  a  home,  make  it  safe  or  more  sanitary,  or  remove  health  and  safety  hazards.  For 
homeowners  62  and  over  who  cannot  repay  a  loan,  grant  funds  are  available  to  remove  health  or 
safety  hazards,  or  remodel  dwellings  to  make  them  accessible  to  household  members  with 
disabilities. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  TURNPIKE  AUTHORITY  TOURISM  GRANT  PROGRAM 


•    1999  Program  -  The  Palmer  Community  Development  Department  continued  to 

administer  this  $95,000  award.  These  funds  were  awarded  for  the  re-construction  of  the 
pedestrian  crossing  at  Park  and  Thorndike  Streets  and  to  construct  a  pedestrian  crossing 
on  North  Main  Street  in  Depot  Village.  During  2002  a  new  pedestrian  crossing  system 
was  constructed  on  North  Main  Street  in  Depot  Village,  and  the  pedestrian  crossing 
system  at  the  intersection  of  Park  and  Thorndike  Streets  was  upgraded.  During  2004 
$12,356.50  was  expended  for  construction. 

SUMMARY 

$132,761.08  was  expended  administering  the  grants,  $353,008.70  was  expended  on  Housing 
Rehabilitation,  $12,356.50  was  expended  on  pedestrian  crossing  systems,  $124,000  was 
expended  on  business  loans,  $5,800.00  was  expended  on  tuition  waivers  and  $5,137.00  was 
expended  on  the  Senior  Volunteer  Program. 

This  grant  money  leveraged  an  additional  investment  of  $276,1 15.07.  These  grants  have 
enhanced  the  community  in  many  ways  including:  the  rehabilitation  of  forty-two  (42)  housing 
units,  the  construction  of  pedestrian  crossings,  the  creation  of  14.85  jobs  and  223.25  hours  of 
volunteer  service  by  Senior  Citizens  to  Senior  Citizens. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Senator  Stephen  Brewer  and  Representative  Reed  Hillman  for  their  support 
of  our  programs  and  assistance  in  obtaining  grants.  In  addition,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  staff  of 
the  Palmer  Community  Development  Department,  who  have  assisted  with  the  procurement  and 
the  expenditure  of  the  grants,  and  Susan  Rutherford  of  the  Quaboag  Valley  Business  Assistance 
Corporation,  who  works  very  hard  to  create  and  retain  jobs  in  our  region. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Alice  L.  Davey 

Community  Development  Director 

PALMER  CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

The  Palmer  Conservation  Commission  has  seven  members  all  volunteers,  and  an  Environmental 
Officer,  who  have  as  their  charge  the  protection  of  Palmer  Township's  natural  resources.  Over 
the  past  year,  the  Commission  has  acted  upon  or  issued  (Table  1 .): 


Table  1 .  Palmer  Conservation  Commission  Summary  for  2004 


1 60  site  inspections 

7  Certificates  of  Compliance 

8  Determinations  of  Applicability 

0  Warning  Notices 

5  Forest  Cutting  Plan  Reviews 

9  Orders  of  Conditions 

0  Enforcement  Orders 

0  Certificate  of  Emergency 

2  Vegetation  Management  Plans 
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The  Commission  has  been  quite  active  in  other  respects  as  well: 


•  In  early  spring,  a  program  was  continued  by  Dave  Johnson  for  regular  testing  of  fecal 
coliform  levels  in  the  Swift,  Ware,  Quaboag,  and  Chicopee  Rivers,  for  the  DEM  and 
working  with  a  student  in  the  "School  to  Career  Work"  program.. 

•  The  Commission  reviewed,  and  added  to  the  Town  Bylaws  the  regulation  allowing 
the  Commission  to  bill  applicants  when  it  is  necessary  to  hire  outside  consultants  to 
evaluate  a  filing. 

•  Jono  Neiger,  Conservation  Officer,  has  been  a  real  asset  for  the  Commission.  He  has 
been  making  inspections,  contacting  government  offices  for  needed  information,  and 
expediting  technical  evaluations  and  response  to  filings. 

•  As  a  result  of  the  increased  development  activity,  there  were  many  more  extensive 
filings  requiring  repetitive  inspections  and  meetings,  and  research.  Some  of  these  are 
ongoing  into  2005. 

On  the  community  level: 

•  The  Conservation  Commission  continues  to  work  with  Palmer  High  School  students 
on  special  environmental  projects.  Projects  included  an  Earth  Day  clean-up  of  the 
campus. 

•  Brandon  Fiske  developed,  and  installed  a  kiosk  at  the  Midura  Property  as  a  portion  of 
his  Eagle  Scout  Award.. 

And  finally,  for  ongoing  business: 

•  The  Town  of  Palmer  Open  Space  Plan  needed  to  be  updated.  This  was  undertaken  by 
Jono  Neiger,  Conservation  Officer,  with  assistance  from  David  Johnson,  and  Jane  Golas. 
This  was  completed  and  submitted  to  Lower  Pioneer  Valley  for  comment. 

•  Several  property  gifts  have  been  discussed,  and  will  be  evaluated  for  acceptance. 
The  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  notified  the  Commission  of  potential  funds 
available  for  acquisition  of  areas  to  be  protected  or  restored.  This  project  is 
ongoing. 

The  Commission  holds  meetings  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  each  month;  the  meetings  begin 
at  7  P.M.  and  are  open  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Michelle  Corbeil-Crawford,  Chairperson 
David  Johnson,  Co-Chairperson 
Donald  Duffy 
Jane  Golas 
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Peter  Izyk 
Harry  Johnson 
Grace  Sheehan 


PALMER  COUNCIL  ON  AGING  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  mission  of  the  Palmer  Council  on  Aging/Senior  Center  is  to  identify  the  total  needs  of 
the  senior  population,  to  promote  and  encourage  new  and  existing  activities,  to  provide 
services  and  education  to  enhance  the  quality  of  life  for  elders  and  to  assist  elders  to  age 

with  dignity  and  independence. 

The  Council  on  Aging  in  2004  provided  a  broad  range  of  services  to  Palmer's  60+  population. 
Of  the  2,363  Senior  Citizen's,  the  number  of  unduplicated  elders  receiving  a  direct  service  from 
the  Council  on  Aging  was  approximately  1,200.  62,41 1  units  of  service  were  provided.  Those 
not  receiving  direct  service  were  made  aware  of  our  programs  through  the  Senior  Newsletter. 
Twelve  issues  were  printed  and  a  total  of  7,500  were  mailed. 

To  care  for  the  physical  needs  of  our  60+  population,  Health  Screenings,  Hearing  Screenings, 
Foot  Care  and  Exercise  programs  were  provided  at  the  Palmer  Senior  Center.  2,3 12 
unduplicated  individuals  took  advantage  of  these  programs.  1 8  speakers  engaged  to  discuss 
health  related  issues  with  medical  equipment  available  at  the  Palmer  Senior  Center  to  be  loaned 
at  no  charge  as  needed.  69  individuals  took  advantage  of  this  program. 

A  congregate  meal  program  was  held  at  the  Palmer  Senior  Center,  sponsored  through  the  Greater 
Springfield  Senior  Services,  Inc.  and  the  Council  on  Aging.  3,619  meals  were  served  throughout 
2004.  The  Council  on  Aging  continues  to  provide  supportive  services  to  homebound  elders.  68 
unduplicated  elders  were  contacted  by  phone  on  a  regular  basis  through  the  R-U-O-K  program, 
totaling  4,008  times  during  2004.  In  Home  Meals  provided  74  frail  elders  with  a  hot  meal  five 
days  a  week,  totaling  1 2,678  meals. 

A  major  project  continues  to  be  the  In  and  Out  of  Town  Transportation  program.  In  2004  401 
unduplicated  passengers,  including  67  passengers  under  60  utilized  this  service  8,155  trips  were 
taken,  totaling  23,915  miles.  $7,336.50  was  contributed  to  this  program  through  rider  donations. 
We  had  to  deny  143  people  a  ride  in  2004  due  to  the  van  already  being  in  use. 

998  unduplicated  individuals  took  advantage  of  the  activities  offered  at  the  Senior  Center  15,444 
times.  73  individuals  were  helped  through  the  Free  Income  Tax  program.  Tax  Assistance,  Fuel 
Assistance,  Transportation,  Information  and  referrals  were  also  available  to  the  under  60  low 
income  and  disabled  population.  5,014  units  of  service  were  provided  to  this  age  group.  225 
seniors  attended  the  Annual  Picnic  and  Christmas  Party  held  at  the  Amvets  Hall  in  Three  Rivers. 

12,214  signatures  were  acquired  from  the  Senior  Center  daily  registration  sheets.  17,804  phone 
calls  were  taken  throughout  2004.  3,415  calls  were  from  the  under  60  population. 

There  are  349  Veterans  over  60,  109  Palmer  residents  in  area  Nursing  Homes,  and  there  were 
10-t  deaths  J„ing  2004. 

GRANT  FUNDING 

$8,995.00  in  Formula  Grant  money  was  awarded  to  the  Palmer  Council  on  Aging  from  the 
Executive  Office  of  Elder  Affairs  in  Boston  for  an  Outreach  Service  Coordinator  position.  An 
Outreach  Service  Coordinator  accesses  and  assesses  the  60+  population  to  all  Federal,  State  and 
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County  Programs  they  may  be  entitled  to.  There  were  5 1 3  unduplicated  visits  made  in  the 
senior's  home  or  here  at  the  center.  There  were  425  duplicated  visits  made  either  in  the  home  or 
at  the  center.  938  visits  were  made  to  the  home  or  at  the  center.  There  were  1 105  unduplicated 
units  of  service  and  562  duplicated  units  of  service  provided  to  senior's,  a  total  of  1,667  units  of 
service  provided  to  senior's.  This  grant  also  funds  the  Activities  Coordinator  and  the  Volunteer 
Coordinator  positions  at  the  center. 

$9,212.00  Title  III-B  Grant  awarded  to  the  Palmer  Council  on  Aging  from  Greater  Springfield 
Senior  Services  for  the  Outreach  Position  for  1 5  hours/wk. 

$750.00  Title  IIIB  Grant  awarded  to  the  Palmer  Council  on  Aging  from  Greater  Springfield 
Senior  Services  to  provide  a  Nutrition  Program  by  a  Registered  Dietician. 

$930.00  Martap  for  new  radios  for  the  two  senior  center  vans. 

$2,978.85  awarded  the  Palmer  Council  on  Aging  from  The  Wing  Memorial  Hospital  to  purchase 
an  automated  defibrillator  for  the  Senior  Center. 

$494.00  Title  III-D  Grant  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  digital  weight  scale  for  the  senior 
center. 

$690.00  was  received  from  the  Palmer  Cultural  Council  Grant  for  a  trip  to  the  Springfield 
Symphony  Hall. 

$35,000  CDBG  Monies  for  Volunteer  Coordinator  and  volunteer  program. 

69  volunteers  continued  to  assist  in  various  programs  and  activities.  In  2004,  a  total  of  4,347 
volunteer  hours  were  donated  to  the  Senior  Center.  If  paid  at  $6.75  per  hour,  they  contributed 
$29,342.50  worth  of  service. 

Graham-Meus  completed  the  feasibility  study  for  the  new  senior  center. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  staff,  volunteers  and  the  board  members  of  the  Council  on  Aging 
for  all  the  work  that  they  do  all  year.  They  are  very  dedicated  and  caring  people  who  strive  to 
provide  the  best  services  for  the  elders  in  Palmer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Erin  Pincince,  Director 

Alice  Smith,  Chairperson 

Genevieve  Bates,  2nd  Vice  Chairperson 

Janice  Kucewicz 

Mary  Hubert 

Gladys  Stockwell,  Secretary 
Edward  Bradlenski 
Ervin  Smith,  Treasurer 
Betty  Koss 
Lisa  Knowles- Warren 
Louise  Burnham 
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DOG  OFFICER  REPORT 


January  1,  2004  -  December  31,  2004 

341  Complaints  were  received  and  followed  up  on 
45  Lost  dogs  and  cats  were  reported 
9  Dogs  adopted  @  $  1 0.00  each 

Quarantine  at  Palmer  Kennels 

2  Dogs 

2  Cats 

Burial 

3  Cats 

4  Deer 

1  Skunk 
3  Raccoons 

Fines  issued  to  dog  owners  who  do  not  obey  the 
Palmer  Leash  Law: 

1st  Offense  $  25.00 
2nd  Offense  $  35.00 
3rd  Offense     $  50.00 

In  2004  there  were:    31  fines  issued  at  $25.00 

2  fines  issued  at  $35.00 

Total  fines  for  2004:  $845.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  J.  Guzik  Wanda  Guzik 

Dog  Officer  Assistant  Dog  Officer 

FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Forest  Fire  Warden  for  the  Town  of  Palmer  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  2004. 

There  were  52  responses  for  the  year  2004. 
Incident  Type: 


Forest,  woods  or  wildland  fires:  0 

Brush,  or  brush  and  grass  mixture  fires:  5 

Grass  Fires:  0 

Cooking  fire  contained  to  container:  7 

Unauthorized  burning:  1 
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Authorized  controlled  burning: 
Citizen's  complaint: 


0 
39 


I  would  like  to  thank  our  Firefighters  and  Officers  for  their  response,  neighboring  fire 
departments  for  providing  mutual  aid,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Palmer  Police  Department,  and 
the  Central  Emergency  Dispatchers  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation  provided  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alan  J.  Roy 
Forest  Fire  Warden 

REPORT  OF  THE  GAS  INSPECTOR 

As  Gas  Inspector  for  the  Town  of  Palmer,  I  am  responsible  for  the  inspection,  testing  and  issuing 
of  permits  in  accordance  with  the  codes  and  regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws.  In 
this  capacity  about  seventy-six  inspections  and  permits  were  made  and  issued. 

The  second  phase  of  work  done  by  this  department  includes  investigating  complaints  of  old  and 
potentially  dangerous  gas  fitting  installations,  violations  of  the  law,  and  hazardous  and  defective 
material. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  personnel  involved  with  the  Building  Department  for  their 
cooperation  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gary  Stahelski 
Gas  Inspector 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
Percolation  Test  and  Septic  Designs 

The  Board  of  Health  witnessed,  collected  fees  and  issued  permits  for  48  Percolation  Tests  during 
the  year  2004.   Septic  Designs  were  reviewed  and  approved  by  the  Board. 

Housing  Inspections  and  Investigations 

One  hundred  fifty-five  investigations  were  made  by  the  Board  of  Health  to  comply  with 
Regulations  and  Laws  pertaining  to  Public  Health.  Violations  were  corrected  to  meet  the 
standards  of  the  State  Sanitary  Code. 

Flu  Vaccine  Clinics 

Two  shipments  of  flu  vaccine  were  received  in  2004  totaling  450  doses,  210  and  240, 
respectively.  There  were  four  Influenza  clinics  scheduled  this  year  -  two  clinics  were  held  at 
Converse  Middle  School,  and  two  clinics  were  held  at  the  Town  Administration  Building.  Due 
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to  the  split  shipments  and  strict  guidelines,  342  telephone  calls  were  made  advising  those  who 
had  registered  of  times  and  restrictions. 

Tobacco  Control  Program  Grant 

The  Palmer  Board  of  Health  received  a  $6,150.00  grant  from  the  Mass.  Department  of  Public 
Health  Tobacco  Control  Program  to  reactivate  its  tobacco  control  programs  that  had  been 
discontinued  two  years  ago  due  to  the  loss  of  state  funding.  Beverly  Hirschhorn,  Health  Director 
of  Longmeadow  Board  of  Health  will  chair  the  program  and  the  Longmeadow  Board  of  Health 
will  be  the  leading  agency.  Sarah  McColgan  has  been  contracted  to  do  the  monitoring  and 
training  for  Palmer's  program.  Longmeadow,  East  Longmeadow,  Ludlow,  Wilbraham,  Palmer, 
Monson  and  Brimfield  will  be  participating  in  the  consortium  of  member  towns  sharing  jointly  in 
this  grant.  The  grant  requires  boards  to  use  their  funds  to  enforce  local  and  state  regulations 
preventing  the  sale  of  tobacco  products  to  minors  and  smoking  in  workplaces  and  food 
establishments;  however,  the  grant  does  allow  towns  some  flexibility  to  structure  their  programs 
to  address  local  concerns. 

Use  of  tobacco  products  by  teens  has  public  health  importance  because  almost  90%  of  adult 
smokers  start  smoking  as  teens.  The  physiology  of  teens,  unfortunately,  allows  for  the 
development  of  nicotine  dependence  from  relatively  low  doses  of  nicotine.  Since  studies  have 
demonstrated  that  the  most  important  source  of  tobacco  products  for  underage  teens  has  been 
through  direct  retail  sales,  regular  compliance  checks  are  very  important. 

Smoke-Free  Environment 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Executive  Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
Department  of  Public  Health,  Boston,  MA  advised  that  on  July  5,  2004  a  law  signed  by 
Governor  Romney  went  into  effect  prohibiting  the  smoking  in  almost  all  workplaces  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Members  of  the  Palmer  Board  of  Health  attended  a  Smoke-Free  Workshop  in 
Northampton  and,  subsequently,  a  letter  was  issued  stating  restrictions  on  smoking  in  workplaces 
in  our  local  community.  At  this  workshop  it  was  learned  that  103  communities  have  passed  local 
smoke-free  regulations  that  require  bars  to  be  smoke-free,  as  well  as  the  68  communities  that 
have  passed  regulations  requiring  all  workplaces  to  be  smoke-free.  It  is  evident  that  the  vast 
majority  of  business  and  individuals  respect  these  laws. 

Hampden  County  Health  Coalition 

The  Health  Coalition  has  given  to  our  Board  three  cell  phones  and  a  laptop  computer  with  two- 
year  contracts  on  each  item.  Items  for  emergency  health  management  and  bio-terrorism  were 
also  acquired;  such  as,  protective  suits,  gloves,  boots,  helmets.  These  were  purchased  by  the 
coalition  through  monies  funded  by  the  State  for  the  Board  of  Health  purpose. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
Paul  E.  Benard,  Chairperson 
John  Lukaskiewicz 
Thomas  M.  Dranka 
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Palmer  Board  of  Health 
Communicable  Diseases  for  Year  2004 


Animal  Bites 

23 

Campylobacter 

7 

E.  Coli 

3 

Flu 

1 

Gardiasis 

2 

Heoatitis  Tvne  B 

6 

Henatitis  Tvne  C 

9 

T  vmp  Oi^pfi^p 

L/VUIt  l7l.>vU.iv 

14 

Pertussis 

2 

Q  Fever 

1 

Rabies 

2 

Rubella  B 

1 

Tuberculosis 

5 

Animal 


TOTAL  76 

Palmer  Board  of  Health 
Licenses  and  Permits  issued  in  2004 

Animal  19 

Body  Art  Establishment  01 

Body  Art  Practitioner  0 1 

Catering  04 

Dumpster  08 

Food  100 

Ice  Cream  03 

Frozen  Dessert  06 

Funeral  Director  03 

Hauler  09 

Installer  53 

Massage  Therapist  07 

Mobile  Food  Server  02 

Motel  02 

Recreational  Camp  03 

Tanning  05 

Temporary  Food  02 

Temporary  Non-Profit  02 

Tobacco  37 

Total  267 
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Palmer  Board  of  Health 


2004  Telephone  Log 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

TOTAL 

Animal 

7 

5 

3 

4 

3 

2 

4 

28 

Apt.  Inspection 

1 

3 

5 

1 

2 

4 

3 

19 

Asbestos 

0 

Body  Art 

1 

1 

Clinic 

6 

365 

248 

8 

627 

Complaints 

19 

15 

21 

10 

9 

4 

1 

16 

19 

16 

15 

10 

155 

D.E.P. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Food 

2 

4 

4 

5 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

26 

Health 

11 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

13 

1 

38 

Housing 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

18 

Immunizations 

0 

Law/Town  Code 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

Lead 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

15 

Other 

25 

9 

10 

5 

4 

1 

5 

3 

21 

19 

6 

6 

114 

Peres 

2 

3 

5 

Permits 

10 

3 

6 

5 

9 

1 

3 

8 

10 

1 

2 

16 

74 

Rabies 

0 

Restaurants 

3 

3 

Report.  Diseases 

1 

1 

5 

3 

10 

Septic 

6 

6 

19 

13 

7 

3 

6 

12 

17 

8 

13 

9 

119 

Tobacco 

6 

3 

8 

17 

Water 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Well 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

TOTAL 

88 

46 

84 

49 

38 

17 

21 

49 

103 

432 

304 

67 

1271 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PALMER  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT 

The  Palmer  Highway  Department  herewith  submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  2004. 

This  year  a  number  of  streets  within  the  town  were  milled  and  resurfaced.  Approximately  6.6 
lane  miles  were  done  during  June  and  September  resulting  in  over  7,200  tons  of  asphalt  being 
applied.  Along  with  this  paving  a  number  of  manholes  and  catch  basins  were  also  replaced  or 
repaired.  Also  in  conjunction  with  the  paving,  over  12,000  gallons  of  crack  sealing  was  applied 
to  various  roads  in  order  to  delay  the  detraction  of  the  sub  base  and  extend  the  life  of  the  road 
until  funds  are  in  place  for  resurfacing.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  department  to  continue  an 
aggressive  paving  and  sealing  program  as  funds  allow.  All  of  this  roadwork  was  accomplished 
using  Chapter  90  funds  as  the  highway's  operating  budget  could  not  sustain  this  amount  of  work 
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and  it  is  crucial  to  the  town  that  these  funds  continue  to  increase  so  the  town  can  maintain  and 
improve  the  road  system. 

Several  changes  have  been  implemented  at  the  highway  department.  One  change  has  been  the 
use  of  a  mobile  vehicle  inspection  service  to  inspect  all  pieces  of  equipment  and  trucks  on  a 
yearly  basis.  Having  this  company  come  to  the  site  insures  that  all  inspection  stickers  are  on  the 
trucks  and  eliminates  the  costly  practice  of  finding  inspection  stations  that  do  large  equipment 
and  then  sending  each  piece  one  at  a  time  and  tying  up  equipment  and  manpower. 

Secondly,  the  department  has  been  using  the  Baystate  Roads  programs,  which  are  administered 
by  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  There  are  a  number  of  programs,  which  cover  road 
construction  to  snow  and  ice  control  and  have  proven  to  be  helpful. 

Also  in  the  areas  of  snow  and  ice  a  new  type  of  chemical  for  pre-treating  the  roads  to  eliminate 
the  build  up  of  ice  and  snow  has  been  instituted.  This  along  with  the  calibration  of  spreading 
equipment  and  treating  of  salt  has  resulted  in  better  melting  and  cleanup  of  the  roads. 

Two  major  sewer  problems  were  also  corrected  this  past  summer.  Both  problems  in  the  Three 
Rivers  section  of  town  were  corrected  using  town  personnel  and  private  contractors. 

Other  projects  accomplished  this  past  year  were  a  number  of  old  tree  stumps  that  were  removed 
and  some  dead  decayed  trees  taken  down.  Sidewalks  were  replaced  in  various  locations  and 
roadsides  were  mowed  and  trimmed. 

In  December,  at  a  special  town  meeting  voters  approved  $12,000.00  to  replace  five  overhead 
doors  on  the  highway  garage,  which  have  been  there  since  before  1955. 

The  town's  road  system  continues  to  increase  but  like  other  town  departments,  the  highway's 
operating  budget  and  labor  force  continues  to  decrease.  There  are  a  number  of  projects  and  just 
routine  maintenance  issues,  which  need  to  be  addressed  in  the  near  future  to  insure  that  the 
infrastructure  of  the  town  remains  intact  and  maintainable. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  thank  all  town  departments  and  personnel  that  have  assisted  the 
highway  department  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Richard  Kaczmarczyk 
Acting  D.P.W.  Director 

PALMER  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Palmer  Historical  Commission's  monthly  meetings  are  held  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month  in  the  Town  Administration  Building.  At  these  meetings,  which  are  open  to  the  public, 
topics  of  historical  significance  as  they  pertain  to  the  Town  of  Palmer  are  discussed.  In  addition, 
donations  of  historical  items  are  always  welcome  and  are  acknowledged. 
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Election  of  Officers  for  2004-2005  took  place  at  the  April  28,  2004  meeting: 

Stephen  M.  Nowak,  Chairman 
Marion  F.  Lis,  Treasurer 
Lorraine  Y.  Novak,  Secretary 

After  much  research  work,  the  Historical  Commission  received  notice  from  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission  that  the  Union  Evangelical  Church  is  ineligible  for  individual  listing  in 
the  National  Register  of  Historical  Places.  The  Commission  thanks  member.  Rose  Riskalla.  for 
her  untiring  work  in  attempting  to  have  this  unique  landmark  listed  on  the  National  Register. 

The  Commission  is  actively  seeking  the  oldest  female  resident  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  in  order  to 
award  its  Historical  Cane.  Bolac  Wallace  of  Bondsville  currently  holds  the  Commission's  cane 
as  the  oldest  male  citizen  in  the  town. 

The  Commission  is  continuing  its  work  with  the  Palmer  Library  Building  Committee  to  design  a 
History  Room  in  the  new  Palmer  Library.  The  Commission's  goal  is  to  ensure  that  Palmer's 
historical  artifacts  are  catalogued  and  safely  stored. 

Donations  received: 

Negatives  pertaining  to  Palmer  from  Ed  Nadolski  of  Bondsville 
-    Village  Hymnal  donated  by  Elizabeth  Scott  of  South  Deerfield 

On  May  30,  2004,  the  Historical  Commission  participated  in  a  Memorial  Service  at  Quabbin 
Park  Cemetery  to  commemorate  the  lives  of  those  who  once  lived  in  the  four  towns  which  are 
now  covered  by  the  waters  of  the  Quabbin  Reservoir. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stephen  M.  Nowak        Lorraine  Y.  Novak  Jane  Golas 

Marion  F.  Lis  Rose  Riskalla  Harold  Olson 

Sandra  Nichols 


PALMER  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

The  Palmer  Housing  Authority  and  the  development  referred  to  as  Laurel  Manor,  is  located  at  13 
Fletcher  Street,  Palmer.  The  facility  consists  of  48  one  bedroom  units.  The  state-aided  complex 
operates  under  the  Chapter  667  Elderly/Handicapped  Program.  All  rules  and  regulations  are 
promulgated  by  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Community  Development. 

The  Authority  strives  to  maintain  a  waiting  list  at  all  times.  This  year  6  vacancies  were  filled 
from  the  waiting  list  of  eligible  applicants.  The  current  income  limits  for  eligibility  is 
$34,550.00  for  one  person  and  $39,500  for  two  persons.  Applicants  must  be  60  years  of  age  or 
handicapped  eligible.  A  preference  is  given  to  local  citizens  and/or  veterans.  For  application 
information,  contact  the  office  at  283-93 1 1 . 
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The  five  member  Board  of  Commissioners  adopt  all  regulations  that  govern  the  program.  All  the 
daily  operations  are  carried  out  by  the  part-time  Executive  Director  and  maintenance  man.  This 
year,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  welcomed  the  newest  State  Appointed  member,  Germaine 
Lefebvre,  who  will  serve  a  five  year  term.  The  Board  of  Commissioners  meet  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  each  month  in  the  community  room  at  Laurel  Manor  for  the  regular  meeting. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  and  staff  are  dedicated  to  providing  clean,  safe  and  affordable 
housing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Veronica  Strzemienski 
Robert  B.  Bishop 
Ronald  Lemanski 
Margaret  Higgins 
Germaine  Lefebvre 

LICENSE  COMMISSION 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  licenses  and  fees  collected  for  the  2004  calendar  year: 


All  Alcoholic  Beverage  License: 


Inn  Holder  1 

Fee  $  600.00 

$  600.00 

Club  5 

Fee  $  500.00 

$2500.00 

Retail  Package  Store  4 

Fee  $  500.00 

$2000.00 

Seasonal  1 

Fee  $  300.00 

$  300.00 

Restaurant                         1 2 

Fee  $  600.00 

$7200.00 

Wine  and  Malt  Beverage  License: 

Retail  Package  Store  5 

Fee  $  400.00 

$2000.00 

Restaurant  2 

Fee  $  400.00 

$  800.00 

Restaurant  with  Cordials  2 

Fee  $  435.00 

$  870.00 

The  License  Commission  had  no  violations  for  the  2004  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dennis  Gaudreau.  Chairman 
John  Mastalerz 
Theodore  Simard.  Jr. 
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LOCAL  EMERGENCY  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 


The  Local  Emergency  Planning  Committee  (LEPC)  is  a  federally  mandated  committee  that  will 
help  our  community  protect  public  health,  safety,  and  the  environment  from  chemical  hazards. 
The  LEPC  will  be  come  the  focal  point  for  all  activities  involved  with  Title  III,  Superfund 
Amendment  and  Reauthorization  Act.  The  following  activities  will  become  the  primary 
responsibility  of  the  LEPC;  data  collection  and  information  management,  development  of  an 
emergency  response  plan,  data  collection  on  accidental  chemical  release,  dealing  with  public 
inquiries  about  the  risks  of  a  chemical  release,  and  to  increase  public  awareness  about  the 
presence  of  hazardous  materials  within  the  Town  of  Palmer. 

I  have  attended  meetings  and  seminars  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Emergency  Management 
Agency  to  ensure  that  we  are  current  on  emergency  planning  and  hazardous  materials  response 
procedures.  We  continue  to  maintain  and  update  the  Town's  master  plan  for  hazardous  materials 
response  and  conduct  drills  for  response  agencies. 

Chemical  and  biological  weapons  of  mass  destruction  present  new  dangers  to  first  responders 
and  the  public.  Local  emergency  response  agencies  attend  training  and  seminars  working  to  be 
prepared  in  the  event  of  an  emergency.  The  Palmer  Fire  Department  maintains  a  federally 
funded  Mass  Decontamination  Unit  in  partnership  with  the  UMass  Wing  Memorial  Hospital. 
Firefighters,  Fire  Officers  and  hospital  personnel  have  completed  training  on  this  unit  and  will 
expand  our  training  to  other  local  fire  departments.  We  have  received  grant  funds  to  operate  and 
maintain  inventory  for  the  Mass.  Decon.  unit. 

I  would  like  to  recognize  the  private  and  public  agencies  that  are  members  of  the  Local 
Emergency  Planning  Committee: 

Selectmen's  Office;  Palmer  Police  Department;  Palmer,  Three  Rivers,  and  Bondsville  Fire 
Departments;  Board  of  Health;  Highway  Department;  Office  of  Emergency  Management; 
Conservation  Committee;  Palmer  School  Department;  UMass/Wing  Hospital;  Palmer  Waste 
Water  Treatment;  Palmer,  Three  Rivers,  Bondsville,  and  Thorndike  Water  Departments;  Palmer 
Ambulance  Service,  Inc.;  Palmer  Journal/Register;  American  Brokers;  Rathbone  Precision 
Metals,  Inc.;  and  community  representatives. 

In  closing,  I  thank  all  the  agencies  and  representatives  who  have  taken  their  own  time  to  attend 
meetings  held  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alan  J.  Roy,  Chairman 

Local  Emergency  Planning  Committee 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MILK  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Citizens  of  Palmer,  MA 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  on  the  following  licenses  issued 

for  the  year  2004: 

47  Milk  Store  Licenses  @  $5.00 

Total  $235.00 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
Walter  J.  Swiatlowski 
Milk  Inspector 

PALMER  nmj£  LIBRARY 

The  delivery  of  quality  library  services  during  a  year  of  transition  highlighted  a  successful  2004 
at  the  Palmer  Public  Library. 

The  primary  2004  initiative  at  the  Library  remains  the  building  renovation  and  expansion  project. 
Throughout  the  year,  Palmer  residents  would  watch  as  the  building  rose  up  to  a  finished  height 
of  44  feet.  Even  in  its  unfinished  state,  Building  Committee  members,  Trustees  and  staff  would 
hear  many  favorable  comments  about  the  facility  and  how  well  it  will  serve  to  continue  the 
revitalization  of  the  Downtown  area.  By  April,  much  of  the  exterior  work  would  be  complete 
and  construction  would  commence  on  the  interior  of  the  library. 

The  Library  continued  in  2004  to  operate  from  temporary  quarters  at  1085  Park  Street.  While  not 
ideally  suited  for  a  very  busy  public  library,  this  facility  allows  us  to  provide  all  the  services 
patrons  need  and  deserve.  As  in  the  previous  year,  we  are  most  fortunate  to  have  a  real  "library 
person"  in  the  name  of  Nelson  Pease  as  our  temporary  landlord.  Mr.  Pease  and  his  staff  have 
worked  diligently  to  maintain  the  facility  in  top-notch  condition..  As  we  plan  for  an  early  2005 
departure  from  this  location,  we  will  be  forever  appreciative  for  the  use  of  this  facility  and  the 
care  we  received  from  its  owner. 

Fundraising  for  the  new  Library  continued  throughout  the  year.  A  series  of  events  ranging  from 
bike  races  to  tag  sales,  to  a  variety  show,  raised  thousands  of  dollars  for  new  library  furnishings. 
The  Friends  of  the  Library's  used  bookstore,  the  Library  Loft,  once  again  generated  thousands  of 
dollars  for  the  new  Library.  Individual  and  memorial  giving  in  2004  contributed  significantly  to 
our  fundraising  goals.  In  the  Fall,  the  Building  Expansion  Committee  launched  a 
commemorative  fundraising  campaign  to  raise  funds  for  furniture.  To  date,  the  "Furnish  the 
Future"  campaign  has  raised  over  forty-five  thousand  dollars!  As  in  previous  years,  all  of  these 
fundraising  successes  were  made  possible  by  the  hard  work  and  generosity  of  patrons,  Friends  of 
the  Library,  Inc.,  trustees,  staff,  local  businesspersons,  civic  organizations  and  volunteers.  We 
thank  them  all. 
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The  Library  continued  in  2004  to  implement  grant  opportunities  with  which  to  expand  existing 
services  or  introduce  new  ones.  The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Library  Commissioners  awarded 
the  Library  a  $7,500  Customer  Service  grant  to  prepare  library  staff  for  serving  our  patrons  in  a 
dramatically  enlarged  facility.  Also,  the  Palmer  Cultural  Council  once  again  provided  several 
grants  that  secured  the  services  of  performers  for  the  2004  Summer  Reading  Program. 

The  Library  continued  in  2004,  to  be  committed  to  providing  exceptional  services  to  young 
people  through  programming,  playgroup  activities,  story  hours,  and  school  vacation  programs. 
The  Summer  Reading  Program  set  new  records  for  young  adult  and  adult  participation.  The 
Teen  Advisory  Board  was  very  active  this  year,  staging  art  programs,  concerts  and  reading 
events.  Homework  Center  and  Tutor.com  usage  was  up  significantly  as  more  and  more  students 
turned  to  the  Library  for  assistance  with  homework.  The  hard  work  and  professionalism  of  the 
Youth  Services  Department  staff  led  the  way  in  making  all  of  these  endeavors  successful. 

Finally,  in  2004  the  Library  built  upon  previous  cooperative  accomplishments.  The  P.A.L.S. 
organization  (Palmer  Affiliated  Library  System),  a  working  partnership  of  all  the  libraries  in 
Palmer,  made  a  new  purchase  of  online  databases.  These  resources,  covering  the  arts,  science, 
literature,  medicine,  etc.  represent  a  tremendous  informational  and  financial  advantage  for  the 
Town  of  Palmer.  Over  50  databases,  valued  at  $140,000,  were  purchase  for  less  than  $50,000  by 
pooling  our  resources. 

By  doing  this,  Palmer  is  once  again,  on  the  leading  edge  of  innovative  library  services.  At  a  time 
when  tight  financial  constraints  are  forcing  the  elimination  of  databases  in  many  libraries,  Palmer 
is  leading  the  way  in  this  important  area  of  library  service. 

For  the  Board  of  Library  Trustees, 
Mark  J.  Contois,  Library  Director 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PARK  DEPARTMENT 

The  Park  Department  as  most  other  departments  within  the  town  once  again  had  its  budget  and 
manpower  reduced.  The  loss  of  another  full  time  position,  as  well  as  decreases  in  the  operating 
budget,  has  had  a  significant  impact  on  the  overall  operations. 

One  such  loss  was  the  summer  camp  held  at  Burleigh  Park.  In  order  for  the  camp  program  to 
continue  it  had  to  be  moved  to  another  location  due  to  the  amount  of  damage  from  vandalism 
and  overall  condition  of  the  park.  Retaining  walls  have  collapsed,  toilets  are  broken  and  the  pool 
has  reached  a  point  where  it  can  no  longer  be  repaired.  The  cost  of  repairs  continues  to  rise,  but  it 
is  not  reflected  in  the  budget,  so  a  decision  was  made  to  move  the  program  to  another  area  in 
hopes  of  keeping  the  program  alive. 

The  park  continues  to  provide  services  to  the  schools  such  as  grounds,  maintenance,  and 
snowplowing  as  well  as  these  types  of  services  to  other  town  buildings  and  areas  not  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Park  Commission.  As  the  town  approaches  a  new  type  of  government  and 
the  formation  of  a  Public  Works  Department,  changes  may  be  made  in  the  future  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  these  other  services  are  provided. 
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Field  use  continues  to  increase,  but  the  budget  to  maintain  the  fields  continues  to  decrease.  At 
present  in  some  areas  nearly  half  the  budget  has  been  eliminated  to  maintain  the  fields.  The 
results  have  been  a  reduction  in  fertilization  and  the  practice  of  over  seeding  damaged  and  worn 
fields  has  been  reduced  in  order  to  stay  within  the  budget. 

There  are  a  number  of  areas  which  need  attention  and  should  be  addressed  in  the  near  future.  The 
bleachers  at  Legion  Field  need  new  decking.  The  peewee  fields  at  Burleigh  Park  need  to  be 
renovated  and  an  irrigation  system  should  be  installed  at  Chase  Memorial  Park  to  mention  a  tew. 
Many  of  the  playgrounds  and  equipment  should  be  replaced.  Several  years  ago  the  department 
was  able  to  have  funds  from  the  Community  Development  Department  which  allocated  it  to 
rebuild  Eager  Playground  and  Thorndike  Playground,  but  cuts  in  funding  and  the  reduction  in 
our  work  force  has  curtailed  these  types  of  projects  over  the  last  several  years. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  was  disbanded  on  December  31st  2004  in  accordance  with  the 
new  Charter.  The  Park  Department  will  be  absorbed  into  the  newly  created  Public  Works 
Department. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  all  departments  and  personnel  who  over  the  years 
have  supported  and  assisted  the  Park  Department.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  you. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

Richard  Kaczmarczyk,  Supt.  of  Parks 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PARKING  CLERK 

4417  Main  Street,  Palmer,  MA  01069 

FISCAL  YEAR  2004 
$3,350.00  PAID  IN  FINES  ON  134  TICKETS 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Roger  E.  Brach,  Parking  Clerk 

PATHFINDER  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


The  Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational  Technical  High  School  District  Committee  presents 
this  report  to  the  citizens  of  the  District.  The  Committee  continued  to  consist  of  nine  members  - 
two  each  from  Belchertown  and  Palmer  -  and  one  from  each  of  the  communities  of  Granby, 
Hardwick,  Monson,  New  Braintree,  and  Ware.  All  incumbent  members  were  re-elected  in 
November  2004.  Michael  Cavanaugh  of  Palmer  will  continue  as  Chairman,  and  David  Droz,  also 
of  Palmer,  will  serve  as  Vice-Chairman. 
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CURRICULUM 


In  an  effort  to  provide  more  time  for  students  to  improve  their  English/Language  Arts 
MCAS  performance,  Pathfinder's  sequence  of  English  periods  was  rearranged.  Because  most 
students  have  already  passed  MCAS  by  their  senior  year,  school  officials  reduced  their  English 
class  to  one  period  and  increased  sophomore  English  to  two  periods,  thereby  allowing  teachers 
more  time  to  devote  to  preparing  the  underclassmen  for  the  MCAS  exam. 

A  High  Schools  That  Work  committee  of  teachers  was  activated  to  study  the  proposal  to 
increase  Pathfinder's  minimum  passing  grade  from  60  to  65.  Based  on  the  philosophy  underlying 
the  HSTW  movement,  this  committee  recommended  that  the  School  Committee  adopt  that 
proposal.  At  the  same  time,  the  study  committee  recognized  that  this  change  might  initially  have 
a  negative  effect  on  some  students.  Accordingly,  the  school  devised  and  implemented  a  "safety 
net"  comprised  of  afternoon  help  for  any  student  who  fails  a  major  course. 

A  summer  program  for  incoming  ninth  graders  entitled  "Reading  Bridge"  was  instituted 
in  the  summer  of  2004.  This  program  was  offered  at  no  cost  to  all  eighth  graders  who  had  been 
accepted  into  the  freshman  class.  Participation  was  voluntary,  and  students  could  come  to 
Pathfinder  for  one  day  in  July,  choose  and  borrow  books  from  a  specific  list,  and  return  again  in 
August  for  a  "quiz"  and  group  discussion  on  books  they  read.  This  program  was  yet  another 
HSTW  initiative  designed  to  raise  expectations  and  standards  as  well  as  promote  the  importance 
of  reading.  Students  also  had  an  opportunity  to  become  familiar  with  Pathfinder  and  make  new 
friends  prior  to  the  opening  of  school. 

Several  additional  efforts  were  launched  during  the  school  year,  each  of  which  was 
designed  to  enhance  student  learning.  Among  the  more  important  of  these  were: 

•  Implementation  of  mandatory  portfolio  development  in  academic  and  vocational 
studies  for  all  freshmen. 

•  Establishment  of  "Project  Adventure,"  a  summer  program  for  incoming  ninth 
graders  designed  to  integrate  academic  subjects  with  outdoor  adventures — 
canoeing,  hiking,  and  over-night  camping.  These  activities  provided  an  early 
introduction  to  new  friends,  remedial  activities  for  those  who  needed  them  and 
the  opportunity  to  learn  and  have  meaningful  and  fun-filled  experiences  at  the 
same  time. 

•  Reestablishment  of  the  "Renaissance  Program"  that  rewards  students  for 
academic  and  vocational  achievement  and/or  improvement. 

•  Continued  staff  development  through  on-site  courses  through  Westfield  State 
College,  including  Reading  Across  the  Curriculum;  Writing  Across  the 
Curriculum;  Teaching  Methods  and  Strategies  for  Special  Needs  Students  in 
Vocational  Education,  Red  Cross  CPR  and  First  Aid,  and  OSHA  training  for  all 
vocational  and  selected  academic  areas. 

Pathfinder  students  have  made  excellent  progress  and  have  demonstrated  marked 
improvements  in  their  performance  and  achievement  on  the  MCAS  tests.  School  officials  were 
pleased  with  the  2004  results.  The  number  of  students  who  scored  in  the  "Advanced"  and 
"Proficient"  ranges  improved  dramatically,  and  overall  numbers  who  attained  the  minimum 
passing  score  also  improved.  These  results  are  clear  indicators  of  the  dedication  of  the  staff,  the 
effectiveness  of  the  extra  help  classes,  and  the  importance  and  value  that  students  now  place  on 
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their  MCAS  performance.  For  the  second  consecutive  cycle,  Pathfinder  met  expectations  for 
"Annual  Yearly  Progress"  under  the  federal  "No  Child  Left  Behind"  Act. 

Municipal  and  community  service  projects  continued  to  be  important  components  of  the 
Pathfinder  curriculum  for  upper  class  students.  A  sample  of  such  efforts  during  the  past  year 
includes  the  following: 

•  Automotive  students  serviced  the  Belchertown  D.A.R.E.  vehicle  and  participated 
in  a  car  wash  fund  raiser  for  the  Josh  Aldrich  fund. 

•  Automotive  Reconditioning  students  participated  in  a  car  wash  fund  raiser  for  the 
Josh  Aldrich  Fund  and  the  Ronald  McDonald  House.  They  also  reconditioned 
cars  for  the  Good  News  Garage  which  donated  them  to  needy  families. 

•  Building  Services  students  constructed  a  playhouse  for  a  Monson  resident,  rebuilt 
a  cupola  for  a  Belchertown  resident,  and  continued  to  provide  custodial  services 
to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

•  Carpentry  students  constructed  interior  partitions  for  the  Ware  Parks  Department 
garage  and  began  work  to  make  the  entranceway  to  the  Ware  American  Legion 
ADA  compliant. 

•  CAD  and  Design  Technology  students  designed  a  site  plan  for  the  proposed 
playground  in  Bondsville. 

•  Cosmetology  students  participated  in  the  Palmer-Monson  Family  Network  Teen 
Fair  by  providing  face  painting  and  hair  braiding.  They  also  participated  in  the 
Bridal  Show  held  in  Chicopee,  doing  make-up,  hair  styling,  and  modeling. 
Students  also  provided  manicures  for  the  Mary  Kay  Open  House  for  a  Battered 
Women's  Benefit. 

•  Culinary  Arts  students  provided  services  to  the  following  organizations:  Palmer 
Blue  &  Gold  Boy  Scouts;  Thorndike  Boy  Scouts  Venture  Organization;  Monson 
Tiger  Cubs;  PVBA  Basketball  Jamboree;  Local  School  Departments;  Monson 
Music  Boosters;  Ware  Art  Show;  Area  Police  Departments  and  Criminal  Justice 
Meetings;  Academic  Awards  Dinner  for  Member  Towns;  and  the  Regional 
Garden  Symposium. 

•  Electrical  students  performed  wiring  for  the  electrical  telephone,  burglar,  and  fire 
alarm  systems  at  the  Ware  Park  Department  garage.  They  also  provided  services 
to  the  Town  of  Palmer  at  the  park  in  Three  Rivers. 

•  Electronics  students  provided  a  variety  of  repair  services,  equipment  recycling, 
and  maintenance  of  community  public  address  systems. 

•  Health  Technology  students  participated  in  the  annual  Pathfinder  Blood  Drive. 

•  Horticulture/FFA  Students  sold  Christmas  trees  in  downtown  Palmer  during 
"Santaland." 

•  Office  Business  students  prepared  and  collated  various  materials  for  the  Quaboag 
Valley  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Quaboag  Valley  Business  Assistance  Corporation, 
the  Palmer  Lions  Club,  and  member  towns. 

•  Machine  Technology  students  designed  and  created  parts  to  be  used  in  the  repair 
of  the  pool  boom  for  the  Palmer  Parks  Department. 

•  The  Quaboag  Valley  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Pathfinder  entered  into  a 
partnership  to  build  a  house  in  Ware  that  the  Chamber  will  sell  as  a  fund-raiser. 
This  project  involves  students  from  carpentry,  electrical,  horticulture,  and  HVAC. 
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An  article  in  the  December  2004  issue  of  District  Administration  highlighted  this 
innovative  venture  as  an  outstanding  example  of  a  school- business  partnership. 

The  Cooperative  Education  Program  placed  40  students  in  highly  technical  jobs  with 
area  employers  that  utilize  skills  taught  in  Pathfinder's  programs.  Co — op  students  found 
opportunities  in  automotive  dealerships  and  repair  shops,  home  construction  and  remodeling — 
including  electrical,  air  handling,  and  landscaping.  Other  students  who  had  met  the  rigorous 
qualifications  for  working  in  paid,  ofT-campus  alternating  week  positions  were  employed  in 
precision  manufacturing,  information  technology,  hospitality  services,  and  health  care. 
Employers—  who  themselves  are  highly  skilled  in  their  respective  fields — reported  that 
Pathfinder  students'  artistry,  attention  to  detail,  interpersonal  skills,  desire  to  learn,  and  strong 
work  ethic  resulted  in  benefits  to  the  businesses  and  the  students  alike. 

Pathfinder  advanced  its  technology  program  in  three  key  areas: 
(1)  Network  -  Pathfinder  implemented  a  building-wide  network,  connecting  approximately  225 
computers  so  that  all  staff  and  students  are  able  to  present  and  share  information  efficiently  in 
electronic  format;  (2)  Computers  -  Pathfinder  upgraded  five  computer  laboratories  in  technology 
levels  superior  to  current  state  standards,  including  digital  video  processing  that  utilize 
Macintosh  computers  in  order  to  track  with  industry;  and  (3)  Systems  Assurance  -  Pathfinder 
invested  in  an  electronic  mail  firewall  to  screen  inbound  and  outbound  email  from  various  cyber 
threats,  thereby  adding  a  layer  of  security  that  will  help  protect  the  school's  technology 
investment  and  maximize  systems  performance  during  day-to-day  operations. 

STUDENT  BODY 

Pathfinder's  October  1st  enrollment  totaled  670  students,  including  the  following  numbers 
from  member  towns:  Belchertown  79;  Granby  27;  Hardwick  28;  Monson  106;  New  Braintree  6; 
Palmer  163;  and  Ware  128.  The  remaining  132  students  were  residents  of  out-of-district 
communities. 

During  this  past  year,  the  Guidance  Office — which  also  serves  as  the  Admissions 
Office — received  360  applications  for  admission  in  September.  Pathfinder  once  again  offered  a 
wide  variety  of  opportunities  for  area  parents  and  their  children  to  learn  about  and  visit  the 
school.  There  were  two  Open  House  Programs — one  in  the  fall  and  another  in  the  spring.  The 
Summer  Youth  Enrichment  Program  and  the  Afternoon  Exploratory  Program  for  7th  and  8th 
grade  students  continued  to  attract  large  numbers  of  enthusiastic  participants. 

Director  of  Guidance  Mark  Condon  reported  that,  of  the  applications  received  for  the 
2004-05  school  year,  285  were  for  the  175  available  9th  grade  openings.  Once  again,  transfer 
opportunities  into  the  10th  and  1 1th  grades  were  limited,  and  there  was  a  waiting  list  for  space  in 
grades  9,  10,  and  11. 

The  Pathfinder  Chapter  of  the  National  Technical  Honor  Society  inducted  a  deserving 
group  of  new  and  existing  members  in  an  impressive  ceremony  in  April.  The  Chapter  continued 
the  practice  of  inviting  underclass  students  who  had  a  grade  point  average  of  3.0  or  higher  and 
who  demonstrated  potential  for  eventual  selection  into  the  Society  as  guests. 
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Pathfinder's  selection  to  represent  the  school  at  the  Eighteenth  Annual  "Outstanding 
Vocational-Technical  Student"  awards  dinner  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Vocational 
Association  and  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Vocational  Administrators  was  Belchertown 
resident  Paul  Warner.  Paul  was  an  "Early  College"  student  at  Springfield  Technical  Community 
College  and  earned  Dean's  list  honors  with  a  cumulative  average  of  4.1.  Paul  was  also  a  member 
of  the  National  Technical  Honor  Society  for  two  years  and  was  valedictorian  of  the  Class  of 
2004. 

Another  senior  to  receive  state-wide  recognition  was  Mark  Stockwell  of  Palmer.  Mark 
was  Pathfinder's  nominee  for  the  Vocational  Student  Achievement  Award  sponsored  by  the 
Massachusetts  Vocational  Association.  Mark's  cumulative  average  of  3.61  earned  him  National 
Technical  Honor  Society  status  as  well  as  the  third  ranking  student  in  the  class  of  2004.  Mark 
was  also  featured  in  the  Springfield  Republican 's  Champions  of  Character  recognition  program. 
He  is  currently  attending  Johnson  &  Wales  University  in  Providence. 

Senior  Colleen  Roberts  from  Palmer  was  Pathfinder's  nominee  for  The  Walter  J. 
Markham  award,  established  to  honor  an  outstanding  graduate  of  an  approved  vocational- 
technical  program.  Colleen  ranked  second  in  her  class  with  a  4.075  cumulative  grade  point 
average,  and  she  was  also  a  two-year  member  of  the  National  Technical  Honor  Society.  Colleen 
excelled  as  an  "Early  College"  student  at  STCC  and  was  the  recipient  of  the  DAR  Good  Citizen 
Award. 

West  Brookfield  resident  Laurie  Haviland  was  Pathfinder's  2004  Worcester  Telegram  & 
Gazette  Student  Achievers  award  winner.  She  earned  this  distinction  while  participating  in  the 
"Early  College"  program  at  Quinsigamond  Community  College  where  she  majored  in  Health 
Technology/Biology. 

In  June  2004,  the  graduating  class  of  126  students  received  diplomas  and  technical 
certificates  at  commencement  exercises.  Approximately  73%  of  the  graduates  were  working  or 
had  plans  to  continue  their  education  at  the  post-secondary  level,  while  another  10%  had  made 
commitments  to  serve  in  the  military.  Articulation  agreements  with  local  colleges  continued  to 
have  a  positive  effect  on  Pathfinder  seniors,  encouraging  them  to  continue  their  education  with 
advanced  credit.  Interest  in  four-year  colleges  also  continued  to  be  a  popular  option  for 
graduating  seniors.  Additionally,  six  students  successfully  participated  in  the  "Early  College" 
program  offered  at  local  community  colleges 

The  Scholarship  Committee  awarded  approximately  $54,875  in  scholarships  to 
members  of  the  Class  of  2004.  Once  again,  state  and  local  organizations — as  well  as 
individuals — continued  to  recognize  the  ability  and  potential  of  Pathfinder  graduates  in  the  form 
of  generous  donations.  The  School  Committee,  administration,  and  the  graduates  themselves  are 
grateful  for  this  support,  and  they  are  especially  proud  of  the  number  of  awards  that  have  been 
made  to  honor  the  memory  of  former  Pathfinder  students  and  friends. 

STUDENT  AFFAIRS  AND  ATHLETICS 

Assistant  Director  Gary  Roszkiewicz  reported  a  busy  and  productive  year  by  Pathfinder's 
Student  Council  members.  Early  in  the  year  they  assisted  in  the  annual  Red  Cross  Blood  Drive 
that  resulted  in  the  collection  of  84  pints.  Throughout  the  recruiting  season  they  provided  tours 
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and  information  about  the  school  to  groups  of  potential  students.  Designated  members  also 
participated  in  the  monthly  meetings  of  student  council  members  from  western  Massachusetts 
high  schools  during  which  they  discussed  issues  of  mutual  concern  and  shared  ideas  about 
various  school  programs. 

Pathfinder  students  were  once  again  generous  with  their  time  and  efforts  to  help  members 
of  the  community  in  need.  They  collected  100  coats  for  the  "Coats  for  Kids"  program,  assembled 
40  dinners  at  Thanksgiving  for  the  Valley  Human  Services  and  the  Food  Pantry  in  Hardwick. 
During  the  holidays,  they  sold  items  during  lunch  in  order  to  raise  money  for  "Toys  for  Tots." 
They  also  collected  donations  for  the  Susan  Komen  Breast  Cancer  Research  Fund.  Finally,  at 
year's  end,  they  joined  with  the  staff  to  solicit  donations  to  the  American  Red  Cross  for  the 
tsunami  relief  fund. 

Students  were  especially  proud  of  their  first  school  newspaper  entitled  Inside  Path  finder. 
The  inaugural  edition  was  published  in  May  and  was  distributed  to  all  students. 

Director  of  Athletics  Donald  Irzyk  reported  a  banner  year  for  Pathfinder  athletics.  Once 
again,  over  200  students  participated  in  interscholastic  athletics.  Freshman  participation 
continued  to  increase,  especially  in  girls'  sports.  Highlights  of  the  year  included: 

•  The  cheerleaders  practiced  for  and  attended  their  first  inter-school  competition. 

•  The  varsity  baseball  team  won  the  Tri-County  League  championship  and  qualified 
for  both  the  State  Vocational  Tournament  and  the  Western  Massachusetts 
Tournament.  Pitcher  Jeff  Ramondetta  was  named  to  the  Republican  All  Scholastic 
First  Team. 

•  The  girls'  basketball  team  qualified  for  the  Western  Mass.  Tournament.  Sara  Gaj 
became  the  second  student  and  first  female  to  score  1000  points  at  Pathfinder.  She 
was  named  to  the  Republican  All  Scholastic  First  Team  in  basketball. 

•  The  2005  boys'  soccer  team  won  the  Tri  County  Briggs  Division  title  and 
qualified  for  the  Western  Mass.  tournament  where  they  finished  runner  up.  Alan 
Ruell  was  named  to  the  Republican  All  Scholastic  First  Team  in  soccer.  He  was 
also  named  to  the  State  Division  III  team.  He  and  Tom  Brown  played  in  the 
Western  Mass.  All  Star  Game. 

•  The  football  team  completed  the  first  undefeated  regular  season  in  school  history 
at  1 0-0  to  win  the  Tri-County  League  Championship.  They  appeared  in  the  Super 
Bowl  at  Worcester  State  College  where  they  fell  to  a  strong  Worcester  North 
High  School.  Senior  Drew  Jett  was  selected  to  play  in  the  Shriners  "Chowder 
Bowl"  game. 

•  David  Descharnais  and  Sara  Gaj  were  named  Outstanding  Senior  Athletes  in  the 
Class  of  2004. 

Without  question,  2004  was  the  most  successful  year  ever  for  Pathfinder  athletics.  Coverage  in 
the  local  media  brought  honor  to  individual  athletes,  to  the  teams,  and  to  the  school. 

SPECIAL  SERVICES 

During  2004,  the  Special  Education  Department  continued  to  provide  high  quality 
services  for  all  eligible  special  education  students  under  the  direction  of  JoAnn  Fitzpatrick.  The 
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reorganization  of  the  department  designed  to  service  students  more  effectively  during  this  period 
of  limited  resources  was  carried  out  effectively. 

The  Special  Education  staff  continued  to  provide  academic  and  vocational  instruction  to 
students  in  grades  9-12  and  to  students  attending  the  Modified  Vocational  Instruction  Program 
(MVIP).  The  Department  implemented  the  necessary  changes  to  comply  with  the  new  state 
regulations  aligning  Massachusetts'  practices  more  closely  with  federal  special  education  law. 

Staff  members  conducted  Team  evaluations,  annual  reviews,  and  diagnostic  reviews  for 
58  students  in  the  MVIP  Program  and  142  students  in  grades  9-12.  Approximately  25  additional 
re-evaluations  were  completed. 

The  Department  currently  includes  15  professional  teachers,  6  teacher  aides,  and  a  full- 
time  secretary.  Licensed  specialists  include  a  Speech  Therapist,  School  Psychologist,  and 
Occupational  Therapist. 

Pathfinder  continued  to  provide  resource  room  instruction  for  all  major  courses  offered  in 
grades  9-12.  Beginning  with  grade  9,  math  and  English  are  offered  in  the  resource  room,  but  the 
content  areas  of  history  and  science  remain  in  the  mainstream,  consistent  with  an  inclusion 
model  approach.  The  required  history  and  science  courses  are  aligned  with  the  Curriculum 
Frameworks.  Math  courses  in  the  resource  room  continued  to  feature  an  integrated  approach  to 
algebra  and  geometry.  Resource  English  included  a  variety  of  novels,  short  stories,  and 
vocabulary  exercises — all  in  preparation  for  the  MCAS.  Math,  reading,  and  language  arts 
instruction  were  supplemented  by  Title  I  instruction. 

The  MVIP  Program  actually  operated  at  above  full  capacity  with  58  students.  All  six 
shops  offer  instruction  closely  coordinated  with  Chapter  74  approved  programs  in  which  they  are 
housed.  Components  of  the  program  included: 

•  Office  Business:  Students  work  on  printing,  duplicating,  and  collating  brochures  and 
mailings  for  member  communities  and  non-profit  groups. 

•  Building  Services:  Students  learn  care  of  interior  surfaces  and  coverings,  building 
exteriors  and  grounds,  and  the  use  of  some  hand  and  power  tools  necessary  in  this  line  of 
work. 

•  Horticulture:  Students  learn  maintenance  of  greenhouse  and  vegetable  gardens, 
landscape  maintenance,  and  floral  design. 

•  Auto  Reconditioning:  Students  learn  the  basics  of  cleaning  and  polishing  cars  along  with 
professional  workmanship,  and  they  provide  this  service  to  the  public. 

•  Food  Services:  Students  learn  the  fundamentals  of  food  preparation  and  service  and 
assist  in  the  preparation  and  production  of  the  daily  school  lunch. 

•  Health  Occupations:  Students  learn  to  maintain  the  patients'  environment  and  to 
communicate  with  as  well  as  assist  them  with  various  types  of  care.  The  students  are 
trained  in  light  housekeeping  and  shopping  duties. 

The  vocational-technical  personnel  in  the  MVIP  Program  prepare  the  students  for  a 
support  role  in  the  aligned  program  area.  At  graduation  exercises  in  June,  7  MVIP  students 
received  their  certificates. 


34 


GRANTS  AND  CONTRACTS 


Utilizing  the  Department  of  Education's  Unified  Request  for  Proposals,  Pathfinder 
submitted  and  received  grants  for  the  following  programs  and/or  purposes: 


Fund 
Code 

140 


Program  Name 


Improving  Educator  Quality 
This  money  was  used  for  additional  staffing  to  improve 
student  teacher  ratios. 


Allocation 

$27,872 


160  Enhanced  Education  Through  Technology 

These  funds  were  earmarked  for  advanced  training  in 
Geometer's  Sketch  Pad  for  our  Mathematics  Department. 

1 42/274  SPED  94- 1 72  Program  Improvement 

These  monies  were  used  to  fund  a  drop-out  prevention 
program.  Pathfinder's  new  remediation  program  is  for  in 
school  at  risk  students.  Funds  were  also  allocated  to 
purchase  a  lift  for  Auto  Reconditioning,  a  convection  oven  for 
Culinary  Arts,  and  to  partially  renovate  the 
greenhouse  in  Ornamental  Horticulture.  Additionally,  an  aide 
and  a  half  time  monitor  were  paid  through  these  funds. 

170-A  Technology  Enhancing  Education 

The  second  year  of  this  two  year  competitive  grant  went  to 
strengthening  our  High  Schools  That  Work  initiative  requiring 
that  all  ninth  graders  take  algebra  and  all  tenth  graders  take 
geometry,  to  purchasing  math  software,  and  to  support 
training.  Additionally  a  full  time  Math  Mentor  was  hired  to 
help  the  Related  teachers  who  are  now  charged  with 
addressing  instructional  gaps  for  our  students.  Funds  were 
also  used  to  purchase  12  computers  to  create  a  staff  training 
lab  in  Pathfinder's  library. 

274  SPED  Improvement 

These  funds  are  aimed  at  on-line  training  to  bring  all 
Pathfinder  aides  to  highly  qualified  status  and  to  send  several 
special  education  teachers  to  workshops  in  Assistive 
Technology. 

302  Title  V  Innovative  Program 

This  money  enabled  the  library  to  update  EBSCO  databases. 


$3,353 


$208,416 


$  100,000 


$5,000 


$3,766 


305  Title  I 

Title  I  funds  were  used  to  hire  a  full  time  Language 


$101,254 
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Specialist,  a  three  fourths  time  Math  Specialist  and  a  full  time 
aide  to  work  with  our  most  disadvantaged  students  in  reading 
and  math. 


400  Perkins  Act  Allocation  Funds  $76,407 

These  funds  were  earmarked  for  staff  training  in  "Writing 
Across  the  Curriculum"  and  OSHA  training.  They  also 
support  materials  of  instruction  as  well  as  numerous  high  cost 
shop  equipment  purchases. 

413  Perkins  State  Leadership  $20,000 

This  third  installment  of  funding  is  assigned  to  High  Schools 
That  Work  conferences  and  training. 

Academic  Support 

632/625     Academic  Support  monies  went  to  hiring  English  and  math  $37,500 
teachers  to  work  with  at  risk  students,  10th  graders  preparing 
for  their  MCAS.   Sessions  were  held  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons,  and  during  the  summer  for  ninth  graders  who 
failed  their  8th  grade  MCAS. 

592  Competitive  Academic  Support  $31,000 

Pathfinder  combined  these  funds  with  its  WIA  grant  to  create 
a  unique  MCAS  remediation  summer  work  experience  for 
qualified  students. 

7948  WIA  -  Title  I  Youth  Program  $46,706 

These  funds  were  used  to  fund  a  year  round  coordinator,  an 
intensive  5  week  work/educational  summer  program  for  26  at 
risk  participants,  and  provide  year  round  counseling  and 
monitoring.  Additionally,  the  funding  provided  incentives  for 
all  participants  to  do  well  in  school  during  the  school  year. 


TOTAL  GRANTS  AND  CONTRACTS         $66 1 ,274 


SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 


The  school  committee  wishes  to  give  recognition  to  the  following  special  programs  and 
activities  that  took  place  during  the  year. 

The  summer  Youth  Enrichment  Program  served  146  children  between  the  ages  of  9  and 
13.  The  program  ran  for  four  weeks  in  July.  The  first  session  lasted  for  four  days  and  the 
following  three  sessions  lasted  for  five  days  each.  Nine  specialty  areas  were  offered:  Auto  Body, 
Automotive  Technology;  Carpentry,  Computers,  Culinary  Arts,  Environmental  Explorers, 
Floriculture,  Cosmetology,  and  Readers'  Theater.  The  daily  schedule  consisted  of  specialty  areas 
in  the  morning,  sports  and/or  games  after  lunch,  and  an  hour  of  free  swim  in  the  Palmer  High 
School  pool. 
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The  spring  and  fall  Afternoon  Enrichment  Programs  served  99  students.  This  program 
met  for  one  day  per  week  for  two  hours.  Each  student  spent  eight  weeks  in  his  or  her  chosen 
specialty  area  selected  from  the  following:  Auto  Body,  Automotive  Technology,  Carpentry, 
Computers,  Cosmetology,  Culinary  Arts,  and  Readers'  Theatre. 

Parent  and  student  satisfaction  with  the  Youth  Enrichment  Program  has  been 
extraordinary.  Many  students  return  to  the  program  many  times.  It  serves  as  an  excellent 
introduction  to  Pathfinder  and  its  environment. 

Pathfinder  once  again  received  a  grant  from  the  Regional  Employment  Board  under  the 
Workforce  Investment  Act.  A  total  of  26  in-school  youth  took  advantage  of  this  program  of  part- 
time  employment,  including  job  counseling,  academic  support,  and  intensive  follow-up  by  grant- 
supported  staff. 

Under  the  direction  of  Kenneth  Heim,  Pathfinder's  summer  school  program  utilized  the 
same  format  as  the  previous  year.  Two  morning  sessions  were  offered  Monday  through  Thursday 
during  July  for  a  total  of  32  hours.  Ten  academic  classes  were  offered  in  grades  9-12.  This  year, 
English  and  math  for  8th  grade  were  added  in  order  to  accommodate  students  entering  Pathfinder. 
This  component  enabled  some  students  to  comply  with  the  new  admissions  requirement  that  all 
applicants  must  pass  8th  grade  English  and  math.  The  program  continued  to  include  a  related  and 
shop  hour  workshop  for  the  vocational  student.  One  hundred  thirty-seven  students  from  13 
school  districts  attended,  representing  a  1 5%  increase  in  enrollment. 

Despite  innovative  methods  of  advertising  and  an  initiative  with  the  Quaboag  Valley 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  enrollments  in  Adult  Evening  School  courses  continued  to  decline.  Only 
45  students  registered  in  the  spring  2004  session.  Acknowledging  that  this  trend  is  not  unique  to 
Pathfinder  and  is  representative  of  area  schools,  the  administration  made  the  decision  to 
terminate  the  Adult  Evening  Program  for  the  time  being.  An  exception  may  be  made  if  a 
business  or  group  in  the  community  identifies  a  need  that  the  school  can  meet  through  this 
means. 

FACULTY  AND  STAFF 

The  2004-05  staff  numbers  remained  essentially  unchanged  at  39  vocational  teachers,  15 
professionals  in  special  education,  23  academic  teachers,  2  guidance  counselors,  one  individual 
on  special  assignment,  6  teacher  aides,  8  administrative  personnel  and  one  technology 
coordinator.  Social  studies  teacher  Richard  Sinkoski  retired  after  many  years  of  dedicated 
service,  and  English  instructor  Holly  Leaning  returned  from  a  one-year  leave.  Science  teacher 
Sharon  McDonald  will  be  spending  the  2004-05  year  accompanying  her  husband  on  assignment 
in  Australia,  and  Math/Science  teacher  John  O'Donnell  will  see  military  active  duty  in  Iraq 
through  2006. 

Superintendent  Gerald  L.  Paist  continued  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Vocational  Administrators  and  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Quaboag  Valley  Chamber  of  Commerce.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  November,  he  was  named 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a  position  he  previously  held  in  1984.  He  continued  to  serve 
as  Chairman  of  the  Professional  and  Legal  Services  Committee  for  the  Mass.  Association  of 
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School  Superintendents.  An  active  member  of  the  Assn.  for  Career  &  Technical  Education,  he 
continued  to  serve  as  a  Region  I  Director  for  that  organization's  National  Council  of  Local 
Administrators.  In  that  capacity,  he  was  responsible  for  coordinating  the  group's  Fall 
Professional  Development  Conference  held  at  Cape  Cod  Regional  Technical  High  School  in 
September. 

Committee  Chairman  Michael  Cavanaugh  completed  his  service  as  Chairman  of  the 
Vocational-Technical  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  Association  of  School  ConLmi^^.  Mr. 
Cavanaugh  intends  to  remain  active  in  that  Division,  while  Committee  Member  Judith  Dudek 
will  serve  as  Secretary. 

BUDGET  AND  FINANCE 

The  FY05  budget  that  was  ultimately  approved  by  five  of  the  seven  member  communities 
was  $9,586,776.  State  aid  and  other  reductions  totaling  $5,476,6768  resulted  in  an  assessment  of 
$4,1 10,098  to  be  divided  among  the  member  towns  according  to  the  regional  school  budget  law 
and  the  regional  agreement.  The  final  computation  left  the  school  with  only  $23,000  in 
assessments  over  FY04. 

PATHFINDER  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

ASSESSMENTS  2004-2005 


TOWN 

MINIMUM 
CONTRI- 
BUTION 

SHARE 
MVIP 
Program 

ADDITION- 
AL 
CONTRI- 
BUTION 

SHARE 
OF 
CAP 
(1  YR) 

TRANSPOR 
-TATION 

CAP. 
ASSESS- 
MENT 

TOTAL 

BELCHER- 
TOWN 

698,127 

23,177 

119,310 

12,613 

6.102 

9,193 

868,523 

GRANBY 

405.015 

23,177 

37,677 

3,983 

1,927 

3,782 

475,561 

HARDWICK 

103,366 

15,451 

47,096 

4,979 

2.408 

1,756 

175,057 

MONSON 

510,672 

69,531 

131,869 

13.941 

6.744 

5,411 

738,169 

N.  BRAIN- 
TREE 

59.352 

0 

12,559 

1.328 

642 

611 

74,492 

PALMER 

634,812 

69.531 

229,202 

24,23 1 

11.721 

7.978 

977,474 

WARE 

532,484 

84,983 

153.848 

16.265 

7.868 

5,374 

800,821 

TOTAL 

2,943.828 

285,851 

731,561 

77,340 

37.412 

34,106 

4,110,098 

CONCLUDING  STATEMENT 

The  School  Committee  is  justly  proud  of  the  staff  and  students  and  of  the  contributions 
they  have  made  to  the  economic  health  of  our  District.  The  committee  recognizes  that,  in  this 
era  of  accountability  and  high  expectations,  many  changes  need  to  be  made.  The  increased 
emphasis  on  academic  skills  needs  to  be  maintained  without  diminishing  the  quality  of  students' 
technical  studies. 

The  Committee  has  been  encouraged  by  signs  that  the  town  of  Warren  has  shown  renewed 
interest  in  re-joining  the  District.  A  number  of  informal  discussions  have  been  held,  but  no 
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conclusion  was  reached  by  2004  town  meetings.  The  Committee  is  hopeful  that  the  effort  will 
continue  and  result  in  a  positive  conclusion  for  town  meetings  in  the  spring  of  2005. 

The  conclusion  of  the  2004  year  brought  continued  signs  that,  despite  some  signs  of 
economic  recovery,  budgets  for  the  current  year  and  in  the  near  future  will  be  significantly 
impacted  by  the  state  of  the  economy  and  the  continued  fiscal  crisis.  The  Committee  therefore 
looks  forward  to  next  year  with  the  caution  to  which  it  has  become  accustomed.  It  is,  however, 
committed  to  providing  the  best  educational  opportunities  for  workforce  development  within  the 
District. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Michael  J.  Cavanaugh,  Palmer,  Chairman 
Judith  C.  Dudek,  Belchertown 
Michael  O'Connor,  Belchertown 
Elizabeth  Desrochers,  Granby 
Robert  J.  Dupuis,  Hardwick 
Barbara  L.  Beaulieu,  Monson 
George  Castonguay,  New  Braintree 
David  Droz,  Palmer 
M.  Barbara  Ray,  Ware 
Gerald  L.  Paist,  Superintendent-Director 


PLANNING  BOARD  REPORT 


The  Palmer  Planning  Board,  consisting  of  five  elected  members,  met  regularly  during  the  year 
2004.  It  has  always  been  the  Board's  policy  to  meet  as  often  as  necessary  to  conduct  business 
deemed  appropriate  under  General  Laws  and  the  Charter  of  the  Town  of  Palmer. 

The  Planning  Department  is  comprised  of  the  following  elected  members  and  staff. 


Chairman 
Vice  Chairman 
Clerk 


Town  Planner 

Planning  Board  Secretary 


Michael  S.  Marciniec 
James  Haley  Jr. 
Joseph  Slowick  Jr. 
Thomas  Skowyra 
Norman  Czech 
Jean  Bubon 
Theresa  Woods 


During  the  year  2004,  the  Planning  Board  held  18  regular  meetings  and  2  on-site  meeting  as  well 
as  numerous  special  meetings,  site  inspections  and  review  inspections.  In  addition  to  our  own 
meetings,  we  have  also  had  meetings  with  other  Boards  and  Committees  and  have  attended 
seminars  and  workshops  to  help  better  prepare  our  members  for  the  positions  for  which  they 
have  been  elected.  During  these  various  meetings,  the  Board  held  hearings  or  acted  on  1 1 
Special  Permits,  17  Site  Plan  Approvals,  17  plans  meeting  zoning  requirements  and  deemed 
exempt  from  subdivision  regulations,  1  definitive  subdivision  plan,  and  5  Special  Permits  for 
Earth  Removal. 
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The  Community  Plan  was  completed  this  year  and  after  two  Focus  Group  sessions  to  review  the 
plan  with  interested  members  of  the  public,  the  Planning  Board  adopted  the  document.  This 
document  should  be  used  by  departments  to  guide  land  use  decisions  over  the  next  5-10  year 
period.  The  Board  hopes  to  begin  work  on  updating  the  Master  Plan  next.  This  document  was 
written  in  1975  and  has  not  been  updated  since  that  time.  The  Community  Plan  provides  a  good 
portion  of  the  Master  Plan,  but  the  Master  Plan  is  more  in  depth.  The  topics  that  are  covered  by 
the  Community  Plan  include  Housing,  Economic  Development,  Transportation  and  Open  Space. 
A  Master  Plan  must  contain  the  following  elements:  Land  use,  housing,  economic  development, 
open  space  and  recreation,  services  and  facilities,  circulation  and  an  implementation  program. 
We  will  have  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  on  the  remaining  sections  of  this  document  and  will  once 
again  welcome  input  from  the  public. 

The  Community  Plan  identifies  several  "Palmer  Priorities"  that  were  developed  as  part  of  the 
community  planning  process.  This  department  has  been  actively  working  towards 
accomplishing  some  of  the  priorities.  We  continue  to  work  with  developers  in  the  hope  that 
some  of  the  large  tracts  of  business-zoned  land  near  the  turnpike  interchange  may  be  developed 
in  the  near  future.  We  have  been  working  towards  this  goal  for  several  years  now  and  believe 
that  we  are  beginning  to  make  progress  towards  this  priority.  Development  options  held  on  these 
sites  have  hindered  economic  development  efforts  on  these  properties,  however,  we  have  been 
persistent  in  working  towards  development  and  are  optimistic  that  this  will  occur  in  the  near 
future. 

Another  "Palmer  Priority"  that  was  also  identified,  as  part  of  the  community  planning  process 
was  that  Palmer  works  towards  establishing  a  connection  with  the  proposed  Ware  River  Rail 
Trail.  We  have  actively  been  working  on  this  connection  for  some  time  now.  We  have 
participated  in  several  regional  meetings  to  discuss  this  proposal  and  have  also  been  attending 
meetings  of  the  Mass  Central  Rail  Trail  Coalition.  The  goal  of  being  able  to  bike  from  Palmer  to 
Barre  should  become  a  reality  at  some  point.  We  would  like  to  extend  a  special  thank  you  to 
some  property  owners  along  the  Route  32  corridor  and  adjacent  areas  that  have  pledged  support 
and  use  of  their  land  for  this  project.  Community  minded  individuals  and  organizations  such  as 
these  will  help  the  town  accomplish  these  "Palmer  Priorities"  sooner  rather  than  later. 

Economic  Development  is  of  course  a  priority  for  many  Palmer  residents  and  this  is  also 
something  that  we  are  actively  working  towards.  We  have  begun  some  work  towards  reviewing 
areas  that  may  be  suitable  for  a  new  Business  Park  for  the  community  and  hope  to  present  the 
Council  with  some  options  for  re-zoning  areas  in  the  coming  year.  The  loss  of  jobs  and  personal 
property  tax  over  the  past  several  years  has  been  severe,  and  this  department  welcomes  the 
prospect  of  developing  a  new  park  in  town. 

Throughout  the  community  planning  process  we  were  pleased  to  find  that  many  residents  seem 
eager  to  develop  a  large  central  park  for  use  by  Palmer  residents.  We  share  this  vision  and  have 
also  been  looking  at  options  for  purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land  for  this  purpose.  The  town  will 
need  to  be  creative  in  the  coming  years  when  it  comes  to  funding  land  acquisition  for  open  space 
and  recreational  purposes.  Funding  is  scarce,  but  so  is  land.  The  longer  a  land  purchase  is  put 
off,  the  more  expensive  it  will  be  to  acquire  suitable  land.  In  the  coming  year  we  would  like  to 
hold  a  public  forum  on  the  Community  Preservation  Act  (CPA)  to  gauge  how  residents  may  feel 
about  this  for  Palmer.  The  CPA  allows  the  town  to  collect  a  percentage  of  funds  through  each 
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tax  bill  with  matching  funds  available  from  the  state.  The  adoption  of  the  CPA  will  allow  the 
town  to  leverage  funding  for  open  space,  historic  preservation  and  housing. 

A  Comprehensive  Bike  Rack  Program  is  also  a  part  of  the  Community  Plan.  Throughout  the 
public  processes  and  with  the  help  of  Pioneer  Valley  Commission,  44  potential  bike  rack 
locations  in  Palmer  were  identified.  The  Planning  Board  will  work  towards  having  some  of 
these  racks,  which  are  provided  free  of  charge  through  the  Pioneer  Valley  Planning  Commission. 
We  are  pleased  that  we  were  able  to  obtain  five  racks  free  of  charge  for  the  new  Palmer  Library 
through  this  program. 

The  Planning  Board  would  like  to  welcome  the  following  new  businesses  to  the  community: 
Ivex  Novacel,  Ocean  State  Job  Lot,  The  Steaming  Tender,  Hess  and  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken. 
These  businesses  moved  into  (or  will  be  moving  into)  vacant  spaces  within  the  community.  In 
addition,  the  Board  would  like  to  note  the  efforts  of  Flamingo  Racing  in  converting  the  Mass 
Central  Railroad  building  into  what  will  be  a  beautiful  showroom  that  reflects  the  town's  railroad 
history.  In  addition,  the  new  owners  of  Palmer  Place  are  in  the  process  of  upgrading  the  facade 
and  signage.  They  are  also  trying  to  keep  a  railroad  theme  within  their  improvements.  The 
Bolduc's  also  upgraded  their  plaza  on  the  corner  of  Thorndike  and  Park  Streets  this  year.  The 
parking  lot  and  new  facades  and  signage  have  made  the  plaza  on  Thorndike  Street  more 
attractive  and  safe.  Mr.  Mark  Campbell  has  been  working  hard  at  creating  a  driving  range  on 
property  that  he  purchased  on  Ware  Street  and  he  hopes  to  open  in  the  spring.  These  are  just 
some  of  the  companies  and  individuals  the  Board  worked  with  during  2004. 

Several  Planned  Senior  Housing  Developments  are  in  various  stages  as  of  this  writing.  Mill 
Pond  Estates  on  High  Street,  Thorndike  is  nearly  complete.  Additionally,  the  Board  has  been 
reviewing  two  more  applications  for  senior  housing.  The  first,  to  be  called  Riverwalk,  is  a  144 
unit  senior  housing  development  proposed  off  of  Chudy  Street  in  Three  Rivers.  The  second  will 
be  called  Breckenridge  Heights.  This  proposal  calls  for  a  64  unit  senior  housing  development  to 
be  constructed  off  of  Breckenridge  Street  in  Palmer.  Both  of  these  developments  are  in  various 
permitting  stages.  We  will  continue  work  on  these  projects  in  the  coming  year. 

During  2005,  the  Board  will  work  towards  upgrading  its  Subdivision  Regulations.  These  were 
last  updated  in  1993  and  some  of  the  technical  sections  must  be  updated  to  reflect  current 
construction  methods  and  design  guidelines.  The  Board  must  also  work  on  updating  and 
revising  the  zoning  by-laws  to  make  them  consistent  with  the  new  Charter.  Finally,  we  will 
work  towards  the  priorities  and  goals  identified  in  the  Community  Plan. 

In  closing,  the  Planning  Board  would  like  to  thank  the  citizens  of  Palmer,  Elected  Officials, 
Town  Boards  and  the  Planning  Department  staff  for  assisting  us  in  our  planning  endeavors. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Michael  S.  Marciniec, 
Chairman 
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PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 


As  plumbing  inspector  for  the  Town  of  Palmer,  I  hereby  submit  the  following  Annual  Report  for 
inspections  made  by  me  for  the  year  2004. 


I  have  also  investigated  complaints  of  potentially  dangerous  plumbing  work  and  also  violations 
of  Chapter  1 42  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Law. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gerald  Nichols 
Plumbing  Inspector 


In  2004,  the  Palmer  Police  Department  answered  approximately  14,735  calls  for  service.  From 
these  calls,  1,705  criminal  offenses  were  recorded  and  investigated,  including  one  murder. 
Additionally,  875  individuals  were  arrested  and/or  summoned  to  court.  The  department 
responded  to  690  alarm  calls.  615  (90%)  of  these  calls  were  false  alarms.  More  than  3,127 
traffic  citations  were  issued  and  494  traffic  accidents  investigated.  These  accidents  resulted  in 
injuries  to  200  individuals,  including  2  fatalities.  A  complete  statistical  report  of  the  year's 
activity  follows  this  report. 

The  department  is  currently  comprised  of  21  full-time  and  4  part-time  police  officers,  who  are 
supported  by  6  full-time  and  one  part-time  non-sworn  staff  members. 


The  department  received  the  following  grants  in  2004: 

Community  Policing  Grant  (Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Public  Safety)  -  $38,000  to  aid  in 
the  development,  implementation,  and  maintenance  of  community  policing  programs  and 
initiatives.  Our  programs  include  citizen  and  student  police  academies,  bicycle  patrols,  targeted 
traffic  enforcement  patrols,  seat  belt  enforcement  and  many  others.  We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
to  our  state  senator,  Stephen  Brewer,  and  our  representative,  Reed  Hillman,  who  were 
instrumental  in  securing  these  funds  for  us. 

o   Through  the  use  of  funds  from  this  grant,  two  officers  were  trained  and  certified  as  Rape 
Aggression  Defense  (RAD)  trainers.  This  popular  program  teaches  women  how  to  defend 
themselves  from  a  physical  attack.  Several  RAD  training  classes  were  held  in  2004  and 
proved  to  be  very  popular. 


New  Plumbing  Permits 
Renovations 
Water  Heaters 


61 

52 
32 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
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Traffic  Enforcement  Grant  (Governor's  Highway  Safety  Bureau)  -  $8,400  to  be  used  for  speed, 
seat  belt,  drunk  driving  and  red  light  enforcement  as  part  of  the  state's  "Click  It  or  Ticket"  and 
"You  Drink  -  You  Drive  -  You  Lose"  campaigns. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  sincerely  thank  the  staff  of  the  Police  Department  for  their  dedication 
and  commitment  to  their  department  and  to  their  community. 

Thanks,  too,  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Acting  Town  Administrator  Patricia  Kennedy,  the 
Finance  Committee,  the  town's  fire  departments  and  their  chiefs,  Acting  DPW  Director  Richard 
Kaczmarczyk  and  his  staff,  and  all  the  other  town  offices  and  departments  for  their  cooperation 
throughout  the  year.  As  this  chapter  of  our  town's  history  comes  to  a  close,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  implementing  the  changes  that  our  new  charter  brings  and  to  working  with  our  new 
Town  Council/Town  Manager  for  the  benefit  of  our  community. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  the  good  citizens  of  Palmer  who  continue  to  support  us  and  appreciate 
the  job  we  do,  particularly  in  these  difficult  fiscal  times. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

Robert  P.  Frydryk 
Chief  of  Police 
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PALMER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CALLS  FOR  SERVICE  BY  TYPE  -  2004 


CALL  TYPE 

CALLS 

INCIDENTS 

ACCIDENTS 

ARRESTS 

209A  Request  * 

37 

10 

0 

2 

209A  Service 

42 

8 

0 

0 

209A  Violation  * 

40 

5 

0 

14 

9-1-1  Abandoned  Call 

96 

4 

0 

5 

9-1-1  Boqus  Call 

27 

0 

0 

0 

9-1-1  Hanq-uo  Call 

182 

12 

0 

6 

9-1-1  Misuse 

65 

1 

0 

1 

9-1-1  Silent  Call 

13 

0 

0 

0 

Abandoned  MA/ 

17 

1 

0 

0 

Accident  (Hit  &  Run) 

80 

9 

30 

15 

Accident  (Pedest) 

9 

0 

3 

0 

Accident  (Pers  Ini) 

92 

4 

81 

12 

Accident  (Prop  Dam) 

620 

15 

367 

24 

Alarm  (Burqlar) 

621 

11 

0 

12 

Alarm  (Fire/CO) 

92 

1 

0 

0 

Alarm  (Holdup) 

13 

0 

0 

0 

Alarm  (Medical) 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Alarm  (other) 

27 

0 

0 

1 

Alarm  (Panic/Trouble) 

24 

0 

0 

0 

Alarm  (TEST/MAINTENANCE) 

66 

0 

0 

0 

Animal  Complaint 

231 

6 

1 

1 

Annovinq/Accostinq  * 

24 

6 

0 

2 

Annovinq/Obscene  Phone  Calls 

42 

5 

0 

0 

Arrest  (On  siqht)  * 

13 

0 

0 

10 

Arrest  (Unspecified)  * 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Arrest  (Warrant)  * 

73 

1 

0 

61 

Arson  * 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Assault/A&B  * 

101 

28 

0 

28 

Assist  Citizen 

426 

8 

0 

6 

Assist  Motorist 

202 

1 

0 

0 

Assist  Other  Aqencv 

183 

5 

0 

8 

Assist  Other  Police  Department 

231 

5 

1 

8 

Bomb  Threat  * 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Breakinq  &  Enter  (MA/)  * 

28 

25 

0 

0 

Breakinq  &  Enterinq/Burqlarv  * 

113 

75 

0 

11 

Bylaw  Viol  (other) 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Bylaw  Viol-Public  Drinkinq 

4 

0 

0 

3 

Bylaw  Viol-Snow  on  Sidewalk 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Bylaw  Viol-Unreq  Veh(s) 

32 

2 

0 

3 

Check  Well-beinq 

168 

10 

0 

16 

Child  Abuse  * 

7 

2 

0 

1 

Child  Neqtect  * 

16 

4 

0 

3 

Civil  Complaint 

86 

2 

0 

1 

Cruiser  Transport  (Arrest) 

10 

0 

0 

0 

Cruiser  Transport  (Courtesy) 

102 

1 

0 

1 

Cruiser  Transport  (Emerqencv) 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Disabled  MA/ 

303 

0 

3 

4 

Disorderly  Conduct 

105 

11 

0 

18 

Disturbance  (Domestic)  * 

202 

77 

0 

89 

Disturbance  (Gatherinq) 

87 

5 

0 

23 

Disturbance  (General) 

66 

8 

0 

20 

Disturbance  (Loud  Noise) 

155 

2 

0 

2 

Disturbance  (Motor  Vehicle) 

21 

0 

0 

0 

Disturbance  (Neiqhbor) 

48 

8 

0 

2 

Druq/Narcotics  Violation  * 

36 

4 

0 

9 

Elder  Abuse 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Family  Offense  (Non  violent) 

8 

1 

0 

1 

Fire  (Forest/Brush) 

15 

1 

0 

0 

Fire  (Motor  Vehicle) 

13 

1 

0 

0 

Fire  (Other) 

30 

1 

0 

1 

Fire  (Outside  Burninq  Complnt) 

46 

0 

0 

0 

Fire  (Structure/Dwellinq) 

24 

3 

0 

0 

Fire  TONE  TEST 

32 

0 

0 

0 

Fish  &  Game  Violation 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Fraud  * 

48 

19 

0 

4 

Gas  Leak/Odor 

9 

0 

0 

0 

GENERAL  SERVICES 

75 

1 

0 

0 

Harassment 

45 

7 

0 

0 

Haza  dous  Condition 

236 

1 

0 

0 

HA2MAT  Spill/Leak 

9 

0 

0 

0 

Homicide  * 

1 

1 

0 

1 

House'Buildtna  Check 

27 

0 

0 

0 
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PALMER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CALLS  FOR  SERVICE  BY  TYPE  -  2004 


PAI  1  TYPF 

CALLS 

INCIDENTS 

ACCIDENTS 

ARRESTS 

1  Hanoi  Hi  imninn 

33 

4 

o 

o 

IKIFO  Ahi  ic£i/9nQA  nrriarc 

1Q 

1 

o 

o 

IINr  \J-r\IT\U\J\al IW?  OciVICC 

Q 

o 

o 

o 

IMFO  Di  irninn  Dorm itc 

1 

o 

o 

o 

IMCn  r^iro/*tinnc 

107 

o 

o 

o 

IKJFO  Fvtr-a  Hi  rKy  Ooiailc 

19ft 

1  C.\J 

n 

o 

o 

i  in  r  LJ-oener  ai 

fifiQ 

-< 

o 

o 

yj 

iMCn  DictrJ  Porm rtg /F 1  l"*ic 
IINrU-KISIOl  rCTiTiiIS/r  IUS 

O 

1 
i 

0 

o 

IMFfi-Pnlira  Rennrtc 

48 

o 

o 

o 

IK1PO  RornrH  PhfvUc 
1 1 N i  V_/_i\t7UUl U  wllCCIVo 

<; 

*^ 

o 

o 

o 

INFO  R/viH  fnnHitinnc 

o 

o 

o 

IMPO-^nliritnrc 
MNi  U~OUllisll(Jlo 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

IINr  v-VVdl  1  dl llo 

8 

o 

o 

o 

Intrtv  /  1  nr*ar\£w>  rtotcwH  Porcnn 

IIILUA/  II  lOdydi^UdlCTJ  r  CloUll 

86 

2 

1 

30 

Hi  *  L.o  i  ion  i  n 

243 

8 

o 

17 

r\rui  lapiJii  im 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1  orronu  * 

Larceny 

138 

18 

1  im  iAr  1  am  Y/irtlatimic  * 
LIUUUI  LdW  VlUldUUIIb 

Q 

J7 

0 

o 

n 

LUIICT  IIILJ 

•] 

o 

o 

n 

rVI/V  r\W^UVCTV 

1ft 
IO 

A 
H 

n 
u 

A 

KA/\/  pcjAaco 
IWV  iactcooC 

17ft 

n 
u 

0 
u 

IWV  "CTvUooCooILM  1 

94 

n 
u 

u 

MA/  9trm 

J.UUJ 

9 

IVU  VII  KJI L 

44 

9ft 

n 

w 

ivu  v  v  miaum  ro 

^'57 
jj  / 

4 
■t 

1 

1 

IVlcUICdl  Moo  lo  I  \  1 1 1  f  ICo  o ) 

*JO 

i 

n 
u 

n 
u 

\Aofiif*o\  Acciet  /lniiirv/1 

IVIWJlUdl  Moolol  \III|UIYJ 

4? 

1 
■ 

n 
u 

1 

1 

UoHir-Ql  Accict  tKAiiinal  AiH^ 
ivtwjii^di  r\ooioi  \iviuiudl  niui 

O 

u 

u 

n 
u 

rVrcSJILial  Moolol  \  "o  VOMIdll  1 

I  I 

•1 

1 

u 

1 
i 

M^wHi^al  Accict  /tincrwrf^ 
IVIcUlt^dl  Moo  lot  \  Ul  IomCTjM ' 

m 

IU 

u 

u 

u 

IVlCTJIOdl  1  IdlloPOU  t  CI  I  ICTlJCTi^YJ 

497 

17 
I  / 

1 

I 

•J 
o 

IVICUlGal  1  IdlloPUil  \  rxLHJUI  It;  / 

m 

IU 

u 

u 

PUliccirvi  Porenn  * 
ivitooii  n-|  rciouii 

fi7 

Of 

99 

n 

u 

1 
i 

MAtrfi^sitiAn/MoccanA  Dolrv/orv/ 

1  ^LUII  IV^allLW  1/ IVICooclMC  UCIIVdV 

"^7 

u 

0 
u 

n 

u 

vyiiiVsd  rvcyucois  noo lo Lai  it-c 

R 

■J 

u 

n 
u 

vl  1            VVdl  1 ICVJ 

R9 

K 

u 

u 

Utldl  LJ\^Jl  1  V  V  II  IUvW 

1Q 
■  9 

u 

u 

u 

ParVmn  V/inJa-tinn 

r  dl  Ml 'm   *  ILndUUI  1 

1 1Q 
i  1 9 

u 

u 

u 

Pnujor  Oi  it  and 

1fi 

IU 

n 

u 

u 

u 

rlUUdlV  r\dUIII 

9fi 

n 

u 

n 
u 

n 
u 

Oft 

3D 

i  / 

n 

u 

u 

Prnr\Art\/-l  net 

IU 

u 

n 

u 

Prntev*thjo  f^i  ictrvtv/  * 

19 

I  £. 

u 

u 

19 

Piihlir  Qor\yir-A  /Oth^rl 

ou 

u 

u 

n 

Dona  * 

o 

1 
I 

u 

1 

p/->f->f->rf rvH  Plaoth  * 
"cyui  IWJ  L/tJdi.11 

Q 

D 

u 

n 
u 

C 

3 

•J 
O 

u 

1 
i 

r\ui  idWdv 

1«? 
IO 

D 

u 

U 

OCoIUI  Oi  rscoCUt; 

9 

1 
I 

n 

U 

U 

Cay  Offoncoc  * 

OCA  VJIlCTloCO 

9T 

IO 

u 

c 

0 

^hnnlrftinn  * 

OIIUPIIIllllL] 

1fi 
IO 

7 

n 
u 

7 

00 

n 
u 

u 

u 

O  f-\\  it--  rl  tr-\n 

I  I 

r\ 

u 

U 

U 

o 

£. 

£. 

n 
u 

U 

Qiii/^irio  AttAmnt/TKrAQft  * 

oo 

Q 

u 

9 

OUilUUUtlo  OCT VMJC 

1  ir 

1 

u 

9 

Qiicnir'mjic  /Otf>A^^ 
OUopiUUUo  (WIIICT; 

9«>n 

Q 

9 

1 
i 

O 

OUOIJIUrJUO       U l\J\  O  I 

1 

14 

icnif*inj  ic  Porcrin^ c \ 

OUaUIUIUUo  f  CTOUII\0/ 

0\J\J 

1K 
IU 

n 
u 

1  I II Col  "CTAJM 

OO 

9T 

u 

1 1 

Trocnscc  i*^n#nr\laint 

1  l  CoMdoo          1  lUloil  11 

*59 

O 
c. 

n 

9 

UllWdlllCTJ  r  CToUIUoJ 

I  UJ 

14 

u 

99 

Vdl  lUdiioi  1 1 

9<^ft 

coo 

Q7 

n 
u 

JU 

Water  Hazard 

9 

0 

n 
u 

u 

Water  Leak 

30 

0 

0 

0 

Water  Rescue 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Weapons  Violations  * 

12 

5 

0 

5 

TOTALS: 

14.735 

909 

491 

858 
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PALMER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CALL  ANALYSIS  BY  TIME  AND  DAY  OF  WEEK  FOR  2004 


CALLS  BY  TIME  OF  DAY  (GRAPH)  -  2004 
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PALMER  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
CALL  ANALYSIS  BY  ZONE  -  2004 


CALL  ANALYSIS  BY  ZONE  (GRAPH)  -  2004 


8000 1 

6000 

4000  - 

2000 

0 

BO 

DE 

QT 

PA 

TH 

Bondsville 

Desk1 

Other 
City/Town2 

Palmer 

Thomdike 

Three  Rivers 

1,088 

930 

440 

7,525 

2,548 

2,204 

7.4% 

6.3% 

3.0% 

51.1% 

17.3% 

15.0% 

1  Activity  in  this  zone  reflects  calls  received  at  the  Police  Department  that  did  not  require  the 
dispatch  of  a  police  officer  to  a  specific  location.  The  service  was  provided  at  the  police  station 
itself  or  over  the  telephone,  such  as  providing  accident  or  crime  information,  directions,  referrals  to 
other  agencies,  etc. 

2  Activity  in  this  zone  reflects  calls  received  for  incidents  that  occurred  in  another  jurisdiction  that 
required  a  referral  to  that  jurisdiction  or  a  response  to  that  jurisdiction  by  this  department 
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OFFENSES  (IN  ARRESTS)  BY  AGE  GROUP  -  2004 




ARSON 

00-10 

11-17 

2 

18-24 

25-34 

35-54 

>55 

TOTALS 
2 

ASSAULT,  AGGRAVATED 

1 

7 

10 

26 

1 

45 

ASSAULT,  SIMPLE 

24 

39 

39 

50 

2 

154 

BURGLARY  /  BREAKING  AND  ENTERING 

9 

13 

1 

4 

27 

COUNTERFEITING  /  FORGERY 

2 

12 

14 

CREDIT  CARD  /  AUTOMATIC  TELLER  FRAUD 

1 

1 

DESTRUCTION  /  DAMAGE  /  VANDALISM 

25 

27 

9 

8 

69 

DISORDERLY  CONDUCT 

1 

10 

32 

13 

25 

2 

83 

DRIVING  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE 

14 

11 

24 

3 

52 

DRUG  /  NARCOTIC  VIOLATIONS 

15 

28 

16 

19 

78 

DRUG  EQUIPMENT  VIOLATIONS 

1 

3 

4 

8 

FALSE  PRETENSES  /  SWINDLE  /  CONFIDENCE  GAME 

2 

3 

5 

FAMILY  OFFENSES,  NONVIOLENT 

1 

3 

4 

FONDLING,  FORCIBLE 

2 

2 

INTIMIDATION 

10 

7 

15 

12 

44 

LIQUOR  LAW  VIOLATIONS 

10 

15 

1 

1 

27 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

3 

1 

2 

6 

MURDER  AND  NONNEGLIGENT  MANSLAUGHTER 

1 

1 

POCKET-PICKING 

1 

1 

PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY 

1 

37 

38 

64 

10 

150 

RAPE,  FORCIBLE 

1 

1 

2 

RAPE,  STATUTORY 

2 

2 

ROBBERY 

2 

2 

SHOPLIFTING 

1 

3 

4 

1 

9 

STOLEN  PROPERTY  OFFENSES 

9 

6 

1 

3 

19 

THEFT  FROM  BUILDING 

2 

7 

1 

1 

11 

THEFT  FROM  MOTOR  VEHICLE 

21 

2 

1 

24 

TRAFFIC,  TOWN  BY-LAW  OFFENSES 

1 

26 

209 

104 

194 

29 

563 

TRESPASS  OF  REAL  PROPERTY 

5 

12 

3 

5 

25 

WEAPON  LAW  VIOLATIONS 

13 

2 

15 

ALL  OTHER  LARCENY 

13 

8 

1 

5 

27 

ALL  OTHER  OFFENSES 

18 

54 

35 

72 

7 

186 

TOTALS 

2 

202 

525 

324 

548 

57 

1658 

WEAPONS  INVOLVED  IN  OFFENSES  -  2004 


Weapon  Type 

Occurrence(s)  Percentage 

None 

1484 

86.8% 

Personal  Weapons  (Hands/Feet/Etc) 

170 

9.9% 

Knife/Cutting  Instrument 

15 

0.9% 

Blunt  Object 

15 

0.9% 

Other 

15 

0.9% 

Handgun 

3 

0.2% 

Motor  Vehicle 

4 

0.2% 

Handgun  (Automatic) 

1 

0.1% 

Shotgun 

1 

0.1% 

Drugs/Narcotics/Sleeping  Pills 

1 

0.1% 

Unknown 

1 

0.1% 

Total  Occurrences 

1,710 

100.00% 
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00-10  11-17  18-24  25-34  35-54  >  55  TOTALS 

Hispanic 

White 

Male 

1 

87 

199 

139 

203 

32 

661 

18 

Female 

0 

15 

52 

30 

75 

2 

174 

2 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Black 

Male 

0 

3 

8 

6 

11 

0 

28 

1 

Female 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

4 

1 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Asian/Pacific  Islander 

Male 

0 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

7 

0 

Female 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

American  Indian/Alaskan  Native 

Male 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unknown 

Male 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

1 

111 

260 

178 

291 

34 

875 

22 

51 


00-10  11-17  18-24  25-34  35-54  >  55  TOTALS 

Hispanic 

White 

Male 

6 

41 

52 

56 

145 

61 

361 

1 

Female 

3 

23 

55 

72 

125 

28 

306 

2 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Black 

Male 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1 

Female 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Asian/Pacific  Islander 

Male 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

American  Indian/Alaskan  Native 

Male 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unknown 

Male 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

5 

0 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

0 

6 

2 

Unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

TOTALS 

12 

68 

109 

134 

278 

90 

691 

6 

VICTIM  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  (GRAPH)  -  2003 

150 


100 


|  Male 


i  Female 


11  17 


18-24 
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ATIONSHIP  OF  VICTIMS  TO  OFFENDERS  -  2004 


CODE 

RELATIONSHIP 

TOTALS 

CODE 

RELATIONSHIP 

TOTALS 

AQ 

Acquaintance 

84 

NE 

Neighbor 

18 

BE 

Babysittee 

0 

OF 

Other  Family  Member 

15 

BG 

Boy/Girl  Friend 

76 

OK 

Otherwise  Known 

25 

CF 

Child  of  Boy/Girl  Friend 

1 

PA 

Parent 

23 

CH 

Child 

10 

RU 

Relationship  Unknown 

13 

cs 

Common-Law  Spouse 

0 

SB 

Sibling 

10 

EE 

Employee 

1 

SC 

Stepchild 

2 

ER 

Employer 

1 

SE 

Spouse 

21 

FR 

Friend 

9 

SP 

Stepparent 

6 

GC 

Grandchild 

0 

SS 

Stepsibling 

0 

GP 

Grandparent 

4 

ST 

Stranger 

120 

HR 

Homosexual  Relationship 

3 

VO 

Victim  was  Offender 

4 

IL 

In- Law 

4 

XS 

Ex-Spouse 

3 

RELATIONSHIP  OF  VICTIMS  TO  OFFENDERS  (GRAPH)  -  2004 

150 


100 


AQ 

VICTIM  INJURIES 


Injury  Type 

Occurrence(s)  Percentage 

None 

121 

54.00% 

Apparent  Minor  Injury 

88 

39.30% 

Severe  Laceration 

4 

1.80% 

Other  Major  Injury 

4 

1.80% 

Apparent  Broken  Bones 

3 

1.30% 

Possible  Internal  Injuries 

2 

0.90% 

Unconsciousness 

2 

0.90% 

Total  Occurrences 

224 

100.00% 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PALMER  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  report  that  the  status  of  the  Palmer  Public  Schools  is  strong.  With  the 
support  of  the  entire  school  community,  good  strides  continue  to  be  made  in  terms  of  providing 
the  best  possible  education  for  the  students  of  Palmer.  Driven  by  the  long  range  goals 
established  under  our  Strategic  Plan,  by  the  ever-increasing  requirements  of  state  and  federal 
statutes,  and  by  the  criteria  set  forth  for  high  school  accreditation,  we  are  proud  to  report  that  our 
students  are  making  steady  progress,  as  demonstrated  by  their  scores  on  MCAS  (Massachusetts 
Comprehensive  Assessment  System)  and  a  99.6%  graduation  rate  for  the  Class  of  2004.  We 
believe  that  there  is  a  direct  correlation  between  our  progress  and  the  emphasis  we  continue  to 
place  on  analyzing  our  student  data,  strengthening  the  curriculum  alignment  across  the  grades, 
providing  current  and  appropriate  curriculum  resources/texts,  aligning  professional  development 
to  these  changes,  and  generally  enhancing  the  learning  environment  within  our  classrooms. 
Thus,  our  major  focus  will  remain  on  student  learning/achievement  by  teaching  to  the  established 
curriculum  standards  as  we  strive  to  meet  the  ambitious  goals  set  forth  by  the  "No  Child  Left 
Behind  Act  of  2002"  and  the  Commonwealth's  Education  Reform  Law. 

This  year,  it  was  time  to  revisit  our  original  strategic  plan  and  to  renew  it.  Therefore,  in  the 
spring  of  2004,  a  large  group,  representing  a  cross-section  of  our  schools  and  community,  met  to 
revise/renew  our  commitments  to  moving  our  district  forward  and  to  meeting  our  district's  needs 
well  into  the  future.  This  tool  has  served  our  school  community  well,  uniting  our  academic, 
professional  development  and  building-based  planning  needs  into  a  single  cohesive  document 
that  is  reflected,  also,  in  our  budgeting  process.  We  will  continue  to  work  toward  the  goals  that 
have  been  established  to  guide  us  appropriately  in  the  coming  years: 

1.  To  enhance  teaching  and  learning  and  improve  student  achievement  and  well  being: 

•  Develop  a  K-12  support  plan  for  students  at  risk  academically,  emotionally  and 

socially. 

•  Provide  professional  development  across  the  curriculum  that  supports  standards- 

based  curriculum,  differentiated  instruction  and  assessment. 

•  Create  and  implement  curriculum  maps  across  the  K-12  curriculum 

2.  To  increase  community  support  for  the  Palmer  Public  Schools: 

•  Increase  student  participation  in  community  outreach  activities. 

•  Create  a  K-12  district  council  of  representatives  from  all  school  support  groups. 

•  Institute  a  structure  and  process  for  public  awareness  of  all  school  needs. 

3.  To  upgrade  and  maintain  the  physical  plants  to  provide  safe,  modern  facilities  for 
learning: 

•  Provide  security  for  after  school  hours  at  the  high  school  for  school  and 

community  use. 

•  Evaluate  current  and  future  facilities  needs. 

•  Assess  and  upgrade  annually  the  preventative  maintenance  program  for  school 

facilities. 
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4.  Maintain  current  and  future  integration  of  technology  into  all  aspects  of  the  school 
district: 

•  Integrate  information  technology  and  technology  standards  across  the  curriculum. 

•  Assess  and  upgrade  all  technology  resources  on  an  annual  basis. 

•  Expand  equal  access  to  technology  resources  for  all  students  and  staff. 

As  stated,  our  district  is  making  steady  academic  progress  toward  higher  achievement  as 
demonstrated  through  our  MCAS  scores.  Most  notable  were  the  significant  gains  made  by  the 
grade  ten  students,  with  69  %  scoring  at  the  advanced  or  proficient  level  in  English/language  arts 
and  70%  scoring  at  the  advanced  or  proficient  levels  in  mathematics.  Coupled  with  the  high  rate 
of  students  meeting  competency  determination  for  graduation,  we  are  very  proud  of  our  students 
and  the  progress  this  indicates.  Through  grant  funding,  we  also  continue  to  offer  specialized 
academic  support  to  those  high  school  students  who  still  need  to  meet  the  minimum  standards  for 
MCAS  in  order  to  graduate.  In  spite  of  our  successes,  our  MCAS  scores  do  show  that  this 
success  is  not  shared  by  all  of  our  students.  A  careful  examination  of  the  data  shows  that  we  still 
have  to  meet  the  challenge  of  helping  our  students  with  special  needs  and  those  who  are 
economically  disadvantaged  achieve  at  a  higher  level,  particularly  in  the  area  of  mathematics. 
Part  of  our  district's  response  to  this  issue  has  been  in  restructuring  special  education  delivery  to 
be  more  inclusive  through  a  co-teaching  model  implemented  for  the  fall  of  2004  that  will  provide 
special  education  students  with  greater  access  to  the  regular  curriculurrL 

Now,  under  the  No  Child  Left  Behind  Act  (NCLB),  our  MCAS  scores  have  become  a  significant 
part  of  the  overall  school  accountability  rating  system  known  as  AYP  (Adequate  Yearly 
Progress).  In  order  for  our  schools  and/or  district  to  achieve  AYP,  a  path  that  will  lead  to  all 
students  scoring  at  the  proficient  level  in  English/language  arts  and  mathematics  by  the  year 
2014,  we  must  meet  target  scores  on  the  MCAS,  have  a  high  rate  of  participation  in  the  testing, 
and  a  high  rate  of  school  attendance  and  competency  determination  rate  for  high  school 
graduation.  For  the  Palmer  Public  Schools,  in  the  aggregate,  we  have  performed  well  and  have 
exceeded  the  state  averages.  However,  as  noted  previously,  we  have  been  identified  for 
improvement  for  subgroups  in  the  area  of  mathematics.  (Please  review  the  official 
accountability  report  from  the  Department  of  Education  listed  below.) 

%  V 

too 

Cycle  III  Accountability  Report 

Palmer 

District  Code:  0227 

Performance  and  improvement  ratings  for  Massachusetts  public  schools  and  districts  are  issued 
every  two  years.  Ratings  are  based  on  aggregate  student  performance  on  Massachusetts 
Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  tests.  Performance  is  measured  using  a  Composite 
Performance  Index  (CPI),  a  measure  of  the  distribution  of  student  performance  relative  to 
attaining  proficiency. 
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Ratings  are  used  to  track  schools'  progress  toward  meeting  the  goal  of  all  students  achieving 
proficiency  in  English  language  arts  and  mathematics.  We  are  working  to  achieve  this  goal  by 
2013-2014.  For  more  information  visit  hup   \sw\\  doe  mass  edu  'sda^ 


English  Language  Arts 


Cycle  III 

Performance 

Rating: 

HIGH 

Performance 
Data: 

State  Target 

Cycle  III  CPI 

75.6 

82.5 

Cycle  III 

Improvement 

Rating: 

IMPROVED 
BELOW  TARGET 

Improvement 
Data: 

Baseline  CPI 

Gain  Target 

On  Target  Range 

80.7 

3.2 

82.9-84.9 

Cycle  III  AYP 
(Aggregate): 

2003  2004 
Yes  Yes 

Accountability 
Status: 

No  Status 

Mathematics 

Cycle  III  Performance 
Rating: 

LOW 

Performance  Data: 

State 
Target 

Cycle  ffl  CPI 

60.8 

69.5 

Cycle  III  Improvement 
Rating: 

ON 
TARGET 

Improvement  Data: 

Baseline 
CPI 

Gain 
Target 

On  Target 
Range 

63.0 

6.2 

68.2-70.2 

Cycle  III  AYP 

2003  2004 

Accountability 

Identified  for  Improvement  - 

(Aggregate): 

Yes  Yes 

Status: 

Subgroups  only 

During  the  2003-04  school  year,  our  district  underwent  a  significant,  specialized  audit  conducted 
by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education  (DOE).  The  purpose  of  this  audit  was  to  allow 
the  DOE  to  monitor,  on-site,  the  manner  in  which  our  district  complies  with  federal  and  state 
requirements  in  the  areas  of  Civil  Rights,  Special  Education,  Title  I,  Chapter  71 A  (English 
Language  Learner  Education),  Career  and  Technical  Education,  and  Nutrition 
Programs/Services.  In  preparation  for  this  audit,  our  district  personnel  did  a  comprehensive  self- 
assessment  that  proved  to  be  a  valuable  exercise.  Overall,  the  results  of  the  audit  were  positive, 
with  our  district  meeting  the  majority  of  established  standards  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  For 
those  areas  of  concern,  the  findings  are  being  addressed  through  a  formal  corrective  action  plan 
that  is  awaiting  DOE  approval.  The  main  areas  of  concern  centered  around  a  consistent 
application  of  the  standards  for  making  reasonable  accommodations  to  allow  more  equitable 
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access  to  the  curriculum  for  all  students  and  being  certain  thai  the  standard  of  "least  restrictive 
environment"  for  special  education  is  always  applied.  An  example  of  how  the  issue  of  equal 
access  has  been  addressed  for  the  fell  of  2004  is  through  the  moving  of  the  alternative  program 
for  Palmer  High  School  from  its  off-campus  site  back  to  the  high  school  campus.  A  complete 
report  of  the  Coordinated  Program  Review  can  be  found  at  each  school,  in  the  Palmer  Public 
Library,  or  online  at  the  DOE's  website. 

One  of  the  most  significant  changes  our  district  has  undergone  has  been  in  the  area  of  personnel, 
with  the  high  number  of  retirements  that  have  occurred.  In  all,  seventeen  staff  members  retired 
from  the  Palmer  Public  Schools  in  June  2004,  the  majority  of  whom  left  after  serving  this  district 
well  for  their  entire  career  in  education.  In  addition,  three  key  administrators  also  retired  from 
the  district:  Cecilia  Zajk,  Principal  of  OMP,  William  Lempart,  Assistant  Principal  of  OMP,  and 
William  Ward,  Assistant  Principal  of  PHS.  Once  again,  we  thank  all  of  these  wonderful 
educators  for  their  dedicated  service  to  the  Palmer  Public  Schools  and  wish  them  many  happy 
and  healthy  years  of  retirement. 

In  the  area  of  technology,  we  continue  to  update/upgrade  our  equipment  in  order  to  maintain  the 
excellent  strides  we  have  made  in  the  past.  Priorities  for  the  school  year  have  been  to  increase 
equal  access  to  technology  for  all  students  and  staff  in  each  of  our  schools  and  to  advance 
technology  skills  through  their  integration  across  the  curriculum.  These  priorities  contributed  to 
the  decision  to  change  our  model  of  instructional  delivery  and  include  the  hiring  of  a  shared 
technology  teacher  for  Old  Mill  Pond  and  Converse  Middle  School,  beginning  in  the  fall  of 
2004. 

Enrollment  has  remained  stable,  with  our  numbers  fluctuating  between  2,000  and  2,200  students 
annually,  K-12,  for  the  past  several  years.  Enrollment  for  2003-2004  was  approximately  2,100 
students.  Beginning  in  the  fall  of  2004,  these  constant  numbers  enabled  us  to  have  the  capacity 
to  initiate  a  program  of  full-day  kindergarten,  a  long-standing  goal  of  our  early  childhood 
programs.  However,  in  spite  of  stable  numbers,  we  remain  committed  to  reviewing  our  facility 
needs  for  the  long  term.  We  had  proposed  completing  a  professional  space/structural  analysis  of 
all  of  our  buildings  in  the  spring  of  2004,  but  had  to  postpone  the  study  due  to  fiscal  constraints. 
However,  we  hope  to  move  forward  with  this  important  work  in  the  near  future  as  part  of  our 
pro-active  stance  regarding  facilities  and  any  related  programmatic  changes. 

As  for  communication  between  the  schools  and  our  wider  community,  the  School  Committee 
and  the  school  administration  want  to  extend  special  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
Finance  Committee  who  willingly  worked  closely  with  us  during  these  times  of  financial 
uncertainty  to  build  reasonable  budgets  that  could  maintain  our  schools  appropriately  and  allow 
them  to  progress  toward  fulfilling  our  legal  obligations  to  both  state  and  federal  mandates.  We 
appreciate  particularly  the  vote  of  additional  funding  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  2004  that 
allowed  our  budget  to  move  beyond  the  funding  level  established  in  our  budget  for  FY03.  We 
look  forward  to  a  continuation  of  this  positive  spirit  of  cooperation  among  town  departments  as 
we  move  to  our  new  form  of  town  government.  We  are  pleased  to  report,  also,  that  our  SAFE 
Schools  group  continues  to  be  an  active  one,  with  emergency  personnel  and  school  staff  working 
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cooperatively  through  the  use  of  table-top  exercises  that  continue  to  serve  our  schools  well  in 
terms  of  emergency  planning.  Once  again,  the  Committee  and  administration  pledge  to  continue 
to  foster  open  dialogue  in  the  best  interests  of  all  citizens  of  our  schools  and  community. 

In  these  fiscally  challenges  times,  the  School  Committee  acknowledges  and  appreciates  the 
amount  of  additional  funding  support  our  district  also  receives  annually  from  the  state  and 
federal  government  through  specialized  grants  and  through  Medicaid  reimbursements.  In  FY04, 
just  over  one  million  dollars  was  received  from  these  sources. 

In  matters  of  policy,  the  Committee  is  drawing  to  completion  its  work  with  MASC  in  producing 
a  totally  revised  policy  manual  for  the  Palmer  Public  Schools.  These  new  manuals  will  be 
available  in  January  of  2005.  In  addition  to  the  review  of  all  policies,  a  specific  change  was 
made  to  the  attendance  policy  in  order  to  comply  with  the  higher  standard  set  by  the  Department 
of  Education  in  relation  to  the  AYP.  In  keeping  with  the  requirement  that  schools  meet  a  95% 
attendance  criteria  and  that  a  student  must  have  maintained  a  95%  attendance  level  in  order  to  be 
eligible  to  file  for  an  MCAS  appeal,  the  Committee  voted  to  revise  its  attendance  policy  to  match 
this  95%  requirement,  with  the  policy  going  into  effect  for  the  2004-2005  school  year.  Another 
important  policy  addition  was  prompted,  also,  by  a  need  to  meet  a  new  standard.  To  meet  the 
federal  and  state  requirement  under  the  McKinney-Vento  Homeless  Education  Assistance  Act, 
the  Committee  adopted  a  policy  to  provide  equal  access  to  education  to  any  homeless  students 
within  the  district. 

The  School  Committee,  administration,  faculty,  and  support  staff  are  all  very  proud  of  our  public 
school  system  and  of  the  education  provided  the  young  people  of  our  district.  We  remain 
committed  to  ensuring  that  we  will  continue  to  work  toward  becoming  a  true  community  of 
learners,  a  partnership  among  school,  home  and  the  community,  as  we  strive  for  academic 
excellence  within  a  safe,  healthy,  disciplined  environment  that  meets  the  needs  of  all  of  our 
students  in  preparing  them  to  fulfill  their  respective  roles  in  our  democratic  society.  To  that  end, 
the  ongoing  support  of  the  public  schools  by  this  community  is  recognized  and  greatly 
appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Palmer  School  Committee 

Mary  A.  Salzmann,  Chairman 
Cynthia  R.  Heffernan,  Vice  Chairman 
Heidi  Drawee,  Secretary 
David.  M.  Lynch,  Member 
James  St.  Amand,  Member 


58 


OLD  MILL  POND  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


"Promises 
Should  be 
Taken  seriously 
Because 
They  involve 
Something 
That  will 
Somehow 
Touch 
The  Future 

Of  some  life."  Mattie  J.T.  Stepanek 

As  educators  we  promise  over  and  over  to  provide  children  with  an  education  that  will  prepare 
them  for  the  future.  This  is  a  solemn  promise  that  parents,  the  community-at-large,  and 
educators  must  work  together  to  keep  and  to  ensure  of  its  fulfillment.  The  town  of  Palmer  has  in 
the  past  risen  to  the  occasion  to  support  the  promises  to  provide  for  the  educational  needs  of  its 
children,  and  for  that,  the  staff  and  students  at  Old  Mill  Pond  are  grateful.  As  we  look  back  on 
the  previous  year  and  toward  the  future  we  must  continue  to  be  held  accountable  for  "promises 
that  will  touch  the  future  of  some  life." 

This  year  we  said  good-by  to  the  following  colleagues:  Judy  Dudek,  Judy  Brodecki,  Teresa 
Jurczyk,  Louise  Legault,  Barbara  Butcher,  Gail  Orzechowski,  and  Sharon  Lawrence.  They  have 
served  the  children  of  Palmer  for  many  faithful  years.  Their  retirement  along  with  the  retirement 
of  Bill  and  myself  will  bring  many  changes  to  the  staff  at  OMP. 

Through  the  District  Professional  Development  funds  we  have  been  able  to  maintain  the  work  of 
Dr.  Ilda  Carreiro  King  from  Boston  University.  Dr.  King  continues  to  work  in  each  grade  level 
on  literacy,  phonology,  fluency,  and  assessment  issues.  Dr.  King  has  also  worked  with  all 
Special  Education  teachers  K-7,  to  insure  continuity  and  consistency  in  the  delivery  of  curricula 
materials  for  all  children.  This  work  will  continue  through  the  next  school  year.  The  following 
are  other  Professional  Development  consultants  that  will  work  with  staff: 

1 .  Dr.  Ruth  Joseph,  Inclusion  specialist,  will  continue  to  provide  support  for  all  teachers  in 
the  Inclusion  of  Special  Needs  students  in  the  classroom. 

2.  Kindergarten  teachers  will  continue  to  work  with  Jean  Clancy  on  the  implementation  of 
Centers  in  the  Kindergarten. 

3.  Rita  Schema  will  work  with  all  staff  on  the  Science  Curriculum  and  its  implementation. 

4.  In-service  will  be  provided  for  all  staff  on  the  Social  Studies  Curriculum  and  the  new 
textbook  series. 

5.  Judy  Cadorette  will  work  with  all  staff  in  the  area  of  Mathematics. 
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The  staff  has  worked  on  completing  both  the  Science  and  Social  Studies  Curricula  to  coordinate 
with  the  State  Frameworks.  New  Science  texts,  hands-on  Science  experiment  kits,  and  new 
Social  Studies  texts  will  complete  the  revision  and  update  of  all  Curricula  areas  to  be  aligned 
with  the  State  Frameworks.  Debbie  Zablocki,  Curriculum  Coordinator,  and  the  staff  are  to  be 
complimented  for  their  hard  work  in  completing  this  task.  We  also  continue  to  administer 
MCAS  type  long  composition  activities  to  prepare  students  for  the  actual  test  administered  in 
April.  The  staff  has  also  been  trained  to  correct  the  compositions  based  in  the  state  standards  and 
grade  level  rubrics.  In  November  the  School  District  sponsored  a  Professional  Development  Day 
to  study  an  item  analysis  of  our  MCAS  scores.  This  provided  an  excellent  opportunity  for  staff 
from  all  the  schools  to  meet  and  discuss  MCAS  questions  and  the  students'  responses  at  the 
various  levels.  Staff  also  came  up  with  strategies  to  address  areas  of  weakness  based  on  the 
meetings.  These  strategies  are  being  discussed  in  on-going  Curriculum  and  grade-level 
meetings. 

There  will  be  changes  in  the  membership  of  the  Old  Mill  Pond  Council  for  the  2004-2005  School 
Year.  The  terms  of  the  following  members  will  be  expiring:  Joanne  McDiarmid,  Laurie 
Tambacus,  and  Michael  Harris.  The  remaining  members  are  David  Piechota,  Lorraine  DlNuovo, 
James  Lynch,  and  Robert  Canterbury.  The  following  is  the  2004-2005  School  Plan  as  presented 
and  adopted  by  the  School  Committee: 

1 .  To  implement  a  Full-day  Kindergarten  Program. 

2.  To  implement  the  new  Report  Card  system  for  Old  Mill  Pond  School  in  grades  3  and  4. 

3.  To  continue  to  provide  a  healthy  lifestyle  and  parental  involvement  in  the  educational 
process. 

4.  To  continue  the  cyclical  program  of  maintaining  and  refurbishing  the  physical 
appearance  of  OMP. 

5.  To  monitor  the  recommended  homework  expectations  for  grades  K-4. 

6.  To  continue  to  implement  the  Inclusion  of  Special  Needs  as  well  as  Title  I  students  into 
the  regular  classroom  whenever  possible. 

7.  To  provide  professional  development  for  staff  in  Differentiated  Instruction,  Literacy 
Centers,  Mathematics,  and  other  curricula  areas. 

Much  time,  energy  and  preparation  has  gone  into  our  number  one  proposal . . ..Full-day 
Kindergarten.  We  are  happy  and  thank  the  School  Committee  for  their  support  in  providing  the 
funding  to  make  Full-day  Kindergarten  a  reality  for  the  children  of  Palmer.  Full-day 
Kindergarten  will  provide  a  firm  foundation  for  the  students  to  begin  their  educational  careers. 

With  the  opening  of  the  2004-2005  school  year,  some  familiar  faces  will  be  in  some  different 
places.  Teachers  who  have  new  assignments  are: 

•  Amy  Delphia  will  move  from  grade  1  Special  Education  Teacher  to  Kindergarten 

Teacher 

•  Mary  Beaulieu. . .  will  move  from  Kindergarten  Literacy  Teacher  to  Kindergarten 
Teacher 
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•  Martha  Willis  will  move  from  Kindergarten  Teacher  to  Grade  2  Teacher 

•  Jill  Dion  will  move  from  Grade  4  Teacher  to  grade  3  Teacher 

•  Mary  Jane  Starsiak  will  move  from  Grade  4  Teacher  to  Grade  3  Special 

Education  Teacher 

•  Amy  Herring  will  move  from  the  Enrichment  Teacher  to  Grade  4  Teacher 

Old  Mill  Pond  School  has  undergone  a  metamorphosis  in  the  past  few  years.  The  school  has  led 
the  way  in  the  inclusion  of  children  in  the  regular  classes,  which  has  led  to  a  change  in  attitude, 
curriculum,  and  pedagogy.  This  change  must  be  sustained  and  supported  for  it  is  this  change  that 
will  hold  the  "promise  of  the  future"  for  the  children  of  Palmer.  The  challenge  is  before  us  all,  to 
honor  these  "promises."  We  must  work  together  as  a  community  to  fulfill  the  promises  to 
provide  for  all  children  the  foundations  to  enable  them  to  become  contributing  citizens  of  our 
society. 

If  I  may,  on  a  personal  note,  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the  School  Committee 
for  their  support  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  at  OMP.  The  spirit  of  cooperation  and  mutual 
respect  has  made  for  a  very  productive  and  successful  relationship.  This,  in  turn,  has  led  to 
needed  changes  for  the  students'  success. 

The  staff  (teachers,  secretaries,  aides,  paras,  cafeteria  and  custodial)  must  also  be  recognized  for 
their  dedication  and  commitment  to  the  goals  for  OMP.  At  my  first  staff  meeting  back  in  1999, 1 
told  the  staff  that  we  were  like  an  orchestra.  I  was  the  conductor  and  each  member  of  the  staff 
was  a  member  of  the  orchestra.  Unless  we  practiced  together  and  played  our  pieces  well,  we 
would  not  sound  good.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  OMP  is  recording  some  of  the  finest  music  ever 
played.  That  must  continue  and  will,  with  respect  and  a  mutual  acceptance  of  each  person's 
diversity  OMP  will  continue  to  create  great  music. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Denault  for  her  vision  and  determination  to  bring  Palmer  into  the 
age  of  Education  Reform.  Change  comes  very  slowly  to  some  people,  but  change  is  what 
education  is  all  about  and  having  the  courage  to  say  "we  need  to  try  something  different  because 
the  old  way  is  not  working"  can  be  very  difficult  for  some  to  hear.  Palmer  must  stay  on  the 
course  of  change.  MC  AS  and  other  mandates  require  that  we  stay  on  this  course.  Thank  you, 
Dr.  Denault,  for  taking  the  helm  and  moving  Palmer  down  the  path  of  educational  success.  It  has 
been  a  privilege  to  work  with  someone  so  dedicated  to  improving  the  education  of  children. 

(Submitted  by  Cecilia  C.  Zajk,  6/30/04) 

CONVERSE  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

The  2003-2004  school  year  saw  a  continued  focus  on  the  alignment  of  the  curriculum  with  the 
State  Frameworks.  After  reviewing  materials  from  several  publishing  companies,  a  committee 
of  social  studies  teachers  selected  a  new  social  studies  series  for  grades  5  through  7.  The 
materials  were  purchased  for  use  in  the  2004-2005  school  year.  Analysis  of  the  Massachusetts 
Comprehensive  Assessment  System  (MCAS)  continues  with  the  major  focus  being  math.  In 
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order  to  provide  more  services  to  students  in  math,  we  increased  our  Title  I  Math  to  two  full  time 
teachers  (from  one  full  time  and  one  half  time  teaching  positions).  We  also  now  have  a  half  time 
computer  teacher  who  provides  additional  learning  opportunities  in  math  by  using  a  variety  of 
software  with  the  children. 

For  the  2004-2005  school  year,  a  new  model  to  deliver  Special  Education  services  was  adopted. 
While  we  continue  to  provide  specialized  instruction  in  small  group  settings,  we  now  provide 
more  opportunities  for  students  to  receive  instruction  in  an  inclusionary  setting.  Special 
Education  staff  share  teaching  responsibilities  with  classroom  teachers. 

While  the  position  of  the  health  teacher  at  Converse  was  eliminated,  the  standards  of  the 
Massachusetts  Health  Frameworks  are  being  taught  in  the  areas  of  science  or  physical  education 
as  well  as  being  supported  by  our  nurse,  district  nurse  supervisor,  guidance  personnel,  and  school 
Safety  Officer,  Ken  White. 

We  continue  to  progress  with  technology  at  Converse.  The  computer  lab  is  equipped  to  keep  up 
with  the  demands  of  newer  software  and  applications.  Curriculum  integration  is  an  ongoing 
process.  The  students  use  the  Internet  as  a  resource  for  research.  Our  lab  activities  are  directly 
related  to  the  Massachusetts  Technology  Standards  (grades  5-8)  resulting  in  a  curriculum  related 
end  product,  i.e.  PowerPoint  presentations,  graphs,  spreadsheets,  word  documents,  and  graphic 
organizers. 

Cougars  Den,  the  Converse  Middle  School  21st  Century  Community  Learning  Center  site  (under 
the  direction  of  Hampshire  Educational  Collaborative  -  HEC)  is  in  its  4th  year  here  at  the  school. 
This  successful  program,  under  the  leadership  of  Mary  Ann  Rigali  and  Janice  Marciniec,  offers 
productive,  supervised  after  school  activities  Monday  through  Thursday,  1 :30-4:30  with  bus 
transportation  to  central  drop  sites.  In  its  first  three  years,  Cougars  Den  was  funded  by  a  Federal 
Grant  to  the  tune  of  $165,000  per  year.  For  the  2004-2005  school  year  however,  the  Federal 
funding  was  replaced  by  state  funding.  Under  State  Funding,  the  program  received  $80,000. 
Therefore,  because  of  these  budget  cuts,  Cougars  Den  has  had  to  reduce  the  number  of  program 
offerings,  which  in  turn,  has  reduced  the  number  of  students  our  program  can  serve.  It  is  likely 
that  the  state  may  further  reduce  funding  for  the  next  school  year.  With  reduced  funding  and 
increased  demand  and  need  for  after  school  programs,  we  have  had  to  rely  on  community  and 
individual  support  for  this  program.  We  are  most  appreciative  of  the  financial  support  and 
volunteer  services  provided  to  us.  It  appears  that  the  state  funding  may  be  further  reduced  next 
school  year.  Therefore,  we  will  continue  to  ask  for  help  with  this  successful  program. 

A  committee  of  staff  within  the  school  continues  to  work  in  partnership  with  Western  New 
England  College  and  the  Palmer  Public  Library  to  make  available  to  students  and  parents  the 
online  posting  of  homework  assignments  and  other  home/school  communication  pieces. 
Formerly  known  as  the  Homework  Zone,  Manhattan  Virtual  Classroom  is  internet  software 
which  provides  tools  to  enable  teachers  and  students  to  exchange  messages  and  files,  both 
privately  and  in  public  forums.  Manhattan  has  been  well  received  by  staff,  students,  and  parents 
at  Converse  Middle  School  and  has  proved  to  be  a  valuable  resource  in  facilitating  the 
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home/school/community  connection.  Manhattan  Virtual  Classroom  can  be  accessed  at 
http://empire.wnec  edu/cms  or  through  Quick  Links  at  the  oi      .  website. 

The  middle  school  library  is  continually  adding  new  materials  (books,  magazines,  videos,  books- 
on-tape,  professional  development  materials)  to  its  collection.  The  librarian  works  with  teachers 
on  subject-related  research  projects  as  well  as  language  arts  projects.  In  addition,  since 
September  2004,  the  librarian  teaches  classes  as  part  of  the  Unified  Arts  rotation.  In  addition  to 
doing  research  with  the  students,  the  fifth  graders  receive  an  in-depth  introduction  to  the  parts  of 
the  library,  including  the  Spectrum  online  catalog.  Sixth  and  seventh  graders  discuss  online 
safety  issues  with  chat  rooms,  the  Internet,  and  e-mail,  as  well  as  learning  to  evaluate  web  sites. 
During  the  spring  of 2004,  our  librarian,  Ms.  Urban  along  with  Palmer  police  officer  Ken  White, 
offered  an  evening  Internet  safety  program  for  parents. 

The  PTO  continues  to  play  a  vital  role  in  the  educational,  social,  and  cultural  life  of  the  students 
at  the  school.  The  yearly  fundraiser  helps  to  defray  the  cost  of  field  trips  and  cultural  activities. 
The  PTO  sponsors  the  "Step-up"  ceremony  for  the  seventh  graders  in  June.  Each  seventh  grader 
is  presented  with  a  personalized  dictionary.  The  PTO  is  also  actively  involved  in  the  Winter 
Social  and  yearbook.  Each  May,  the  PTO  treats  the  staff  at  Converse  to  a  delicious  "Staff 
Appreciation  Luncheon."  The  staff  and  students  sincerely  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  PTO 
members  and  wish  to  thank  them  for  their  countless  hours  of  volunteer  work! 

Retiring  from  Converse  Middle  School  on  June  30,  2004,  were  David  Anton  and  Joseph 
Gralenski.  Both  men  provided  many  years  of  service  to  the  Palmer  Schools.  We  thank  them  for 
their  dedication  to  the  students  of  Palmer  and  wish  them  the  best  in  their  retirement  years! 

PALMER  HIGH  SCHOOL 

The  students  and  staff  of  Palmer  High  School  had  an  enjoyable  and  successful  year  in  2004. 

The  Class  of 2004  graduated  138  students  in  June.  Seventy-nine  percent  of  the  graduates  will  be 
attending  forty-one  various  post-secondary  educational  institutions.  Six  percent  will  enter  the 
military,  and  the  remaining  fifteen  percent  will  enter  the  world  of  work. 

Nine  new  full-time  teachers  were  hired,  replacing  those  who  had  left;  four  of  the  new  teachers 
replaced  retirees:  William  Gallagher,  Evelyn  Kwasniewski,  Carol  McMinn  and  William 
Skowyra. 

Committees  are  continuing  to  work  on  the  assessment  components  required  by  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  the  institution  which  accredits  high  schools  in  New 
England.  The  schools  "Statement  of  Purpose"  has  undergone  repeated  reviews  and  revisions, 
and  rubrics  have  been  developed  to  assess  the  schools  academic  and  social  expectations.  As  a 
result  of  the  work  by  these  committees  and  the  faculty,  the  NEAS&C  has  removed  the 
"Warning"  received  by  the  high  school  in  March  2001  for  not  meeting  the  1999 
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recommendations.  A  new  report  card  has  been  developed  and  will  be  used  in  April  2005  to 
report  the  results  of  the  rubrics  assessment  of  student  performance  in  accordance  with  the 
school's  published  academic  expectations. 

The  baseball  team  and  the  girls'  basketball  and  soccer  teams  all  experienced  excellent  seasons 
and  qualified  for  their  respective  tournaments. 

The  high  school  departments  continue  to  work  with  the  other  school's  in  the  district  to  ensure 
that  our  curriculum  is  aligned  with  the  state's  frameworks.  In  addition,  we  continue  to  expand 
our  program  of  honors  courses  and  Advanced  Placement  (AP)  courses.  Advanced  Placement 
U.S.  History  and  Advanced  Placement  Western  Civilization  have  been  added  to  the  2005-2006 
Program  of  Studies.  The  combination  of  our  recently  developed  MCAS  math  course  and  the 
after  school  MCAS  has  proven  effecting  in  helping  to  prepare  students  for  the  state  testing.  All 
juniors  and  seniors  that  have  not  passed  the  MCAS  test  are  placed  in  the  MCAS  course  during 
the  school  day,  and  are  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  after-school  program.  Currently,  the 
after-school  program  has  over  twenty  participants;  this  includes  junior  and  sophomores  preparing 
for  the  March  re-test  and  May  MCAS,  respectively.  Over  the  past  four  years,  the  number  of 
students  failing  the  initial  MCAS  test  has  been  reduced  from  32%  to  11%,  and  over  99%  of 
seniors  pass  the  MCAS  prior  to  graduation. 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION 

The  Department  of  Special  Services  includes  all  special  education  programs,  Title  I  programs, 
home  and  hospital  tutoring,  and  Chapter  622  (discrimination).  The  department  is  also 
responsible  for  the  screening  of  all  youngsters  entering  kindergarten  as  well  as  three  and  four 
year-olds  for  possible  special  needs  and  early  intervention  programs.  We  are  also  responsible  for 
writing  many  of  the  school  systems  state  and  federal  grants. 

The  Palmer  Public  Schools  is  an  Early  Childhood  (integrated  preschool  special  needs)  through 
Grade  12  School  District  and  is  a  member  of  the  Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational-Technical 
School  District.  It  offers  a  full  range  of  special  needs  programs  at  all  levels  and  includes  a  full 
range  of  support  services,  including  speech/language,  occupational  therapy,  physical  therapy  and 
school  adjustment  counseling.  Services  for  low  incidence  children,  such  as  vision  teacher, 
services  for  the  hearing  impaired  children  etc.  are  contracted  annually  as  prescribed  by  the 
student's  Individual  Educational  Plans. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Superintendent,  the  School  Committee,  the  Town  Office  and  the 
community,  we  were  able  to  continue  a  revolving  Medicaid  Account  for  medical  type  services. 
This  account  allows  us  to  channel  moneys  generated  by  current  children  enrolled  in  programs 
who  receive  Mass  Health  Insurance  into  the  contracted  service  account,  thus  freeing  up  funds  for 
general  education.  A  similar  practice  was  established  for  tuition  from  special  needs  youngsters 
tuitioned  into  the  Palmer  Public  Schools. 
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For  the  Department  of  Special  Services,  the  2004  school  year  was  one  of  continued  program 
growth  and  development.  As  of  December  2004,  we  show  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  children 
receiving  special  education  services.  Our  enrollment  is  408  students  as  opposed  to  441  in  2003. 
This  decrease  is  attributed  mostly  to  the  efforts  of  the  district  in  returning  children  to  the  regular 
classroom  through  accommodation  plans  or,  as  the  result  of  re-evaluations,  no  longer  being 
eligible  or  requiring  special  educational  assistance  and  only  slightly  due  to  reduced  enrollment. 
The  school  system  continues  its  effort,  on  the  part  of  each  of  the  schools,  to  meet  children's 
needs  within  the  regular  classroom. 

State  and  federal  grants  written  and  supervised  by  the  department  continue  to  assist  in  defraying 
some  of  the  costs  of  special  education.  The  Federal  [#240  (94-142)]  Special  Education  Grant, 
continues  to  fully  fund  the  cost  of  one  of  our  Early  Childhood  Programs  as  well  as  one  speech 
and  language  pathologist  and  a  number  of  paraprofessional  instructional  assistant  positions.  The 
State  (#262)  Early  Childhood  Grant  provides  speech  assistance  and  screening  services  to 
children  enrolled  in  private  preschool  programs  and  other  early  childhood  age  groups.  The 
Federal  Title  I  Grant  (#305)  continues  to  provide  remedial  math  services  to  eligible  youngsters  in 
grades  3-7,  as  well  as  reading  in  grades  3-4  at  Old  Mill  Pond  School  and  reading  and  study  skills 
at  the  Middle  School.  The  entire  grant  is  committed  to  staff  salaries  and  instructional  materials, 
including  technology.  This  program  provides  services  to  approximately  225  youngsters  in  the 
elementary  and  middle  schools. 

The  Drug  Free  Schools  Grant  (#331)  continues  to  provide  drug  awareness  and  prevention 
information  to  staff,  parents  and  students.  This  grant  funds  a  Bullying  Awareness  program  at 
Old  Mill  Pond  School  as  well  as  "Guiding  Good  Choices,"  a  prevention  program  for  parents  of 
children  ages  9-14. 

This  year  we  have  continued  our  integration  of  our  Early  Childhood  Program.  Both  early 
childhood  programs  at  Old  Mill  Pond  School  hold  national  accreditation  by  the  National 
Association  for  the  Education  of  Young  Children  (NAEYC).  A  nominal  fee  is  charged  for  the 
non-special  needs  children  in  the  program.  An  evaluation  of  this  program  has  shown  it  to  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  children,  while  receiving  tremendous  support  from  parents. 

The  mainstreaming  of  special  education  students  continues  to  be  an  area  of  emphasis.  This  year 
we  have  been  able  to  mainstream  a  number  of  children  through  the  use  of  a  co-teaching  model 
and  the  use  of  one-to-one  paraprofessionals,  and  have  received  tremendous  cooperation  and 
assistance  from  school  administrators  and  staff. 

This  past  year  we  have  continued  our  Parent  Advisory  Council  for  Special  Education.  This 
group  of  parents  and  professionals  meets  three  to  four  times  per  year  and  addresses  current  topics 
of  interest  to  parents.  For  more  information  on  these  meetings  call  Neil  Metcalf,  Director  of 
Special  Education  at  (413)  283-2651. 

This  year  the  Department  of  Special  Services,  in  conjunction  with  the  Palmer  High  School  has 
continued  the  development  of  the  alternative  education  program  for  Palmer  High  School 
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students.  This  program  had  been  located  in  Three  Rivers.  However,  as  a  result  of  the 
Coordinated  Program  Review  by  the  Department  of  Education,  the  program  has  been  moved 
back  to  the  PHS  campus  for  the  2004-2005  school  year,  providing  for  greater  access  to  all 
programs  for  these  students.  This  program  increases  options  to  high  school  students  who  are  at 
risk  of  dropping  out  and  help  direct  them  to  a  more  goal-oriented  program.  It  will  also  provide  an 
option  to  return  some  students,  currently  placed  in  out-of-  district  programs,  and  hopefully  avoid 
the  placement  of  children  out  of  district. 

The  Department  of  Special  Services  continues  to  advocate  for  the  education  of  all  children  in  the 
least  restrictive  environment  and  to  the  maximum  degree  possible. 

FACILITIES 

The  Facilities  Department  oversees  the  work  performance  of  maintenance  and  custodial 
members  in  the  school  buildings,  school  bus  transportation  services,  facility  rentals,  central 
purchasing,  grounds  upkeep  and  facility  maintenance  and  improvements. 

Indoor  air  quality  tests  were  done  at  all  the  schools  this  past  year  as  well  as  a  state  asbestos 
inspection  of  Converse  Middle  School.  All  schools  were  in  compliance  and  passed  with  flying 
colors. 

Plans  for  the  future  upkeep  of  the  buildings  both  in  short  and  long  term  goals  included  extensive 
heating,  venting  and  air  conditioning  work,  roof  inspections,  the  cleaning  and  fireproofing  of  all 
stage  curtains,  shade  replacements,  bathroom  partition  replacements  and  updating  our  energy 
management  system. 

The  stand-by  generator  project  at  Converse  Middle  School  is  underway  as  is  the  replacement  of 
the  heating  units  in  the  classrooms. 

An  electronic  pool  scoreboard  was  installed  in  the  natatorium. 

The  Alternative  Education  program  was  relocated  back  to  the  high  school. 

The  server  room  was  reconfigured  and  the  system  wide  HVAC  monitoring  area  was  relocated. 

With  the  high  school  and  elementary  school  well  into  their  thirteenth  year  already  (and  the 
middle  school  into  its  eighty-second)  much  time  is  needed  and  spent  on  preventive  and  general 
maintenance. 

This  past  year,  as  has  been  the  case  through  all  of  these  years,  we  have  had  the  continuous 
outstanding  support  of  other  town  departments  in  our  quest  in  keeping  the  buildings  and  grounds 
in  pristine  condition. 
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In  particular,  we  cannot  express  enough  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Parks  Department  for  all  they 
do  through  the  year.  They  are  a  vital  part  of  our  infrastructure  that  is  continuously  maintaining 
the  town's  investment. 

PALMER  RECREATION  COMMITTEE 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  gave  their  support  for  the  Recreation  Committee  to  hire  a  Recreation 
Director  as  a  pilot  program  for  the  town.  The  person  doing  the  job  also  served  as  Director  for 
Burleigh  Park  during  the  six  weeks  of  camp.  He  put  together  many  super  programs,  some  had  to 
be  cancelled  due  to  low  enrollment  while  others  were  successful.  The  ones  that  did  run  were  as 
follows:  Babysitting  Course,  RadKids,  Mother  and  Child  Swim  Course,  Tennis  Lessons,  two 
Youth  Dances  and  the  Burleigh  Park  Summer  Program.  From  this  experience  we  feel  that  a 
Recreation  Director  is  still  necessary  in  town,  however,  we  feel  it  should  be  on  a  part-time  basis 
until  the  concept  catches  on  with  the  town.  There  are  many  groups  in  town  who  are  working 
hard  to  fill  the  recreational  needs  of  Palmer  and  we  feel  that  a  full  time  person  is  not  needed  at 
this  time.  It  is  also  our  feeling  that  the  person  doing  this  job  should  not  be  the  same  person  who 
is  Director  of  the  Burleigh  Park  Program.   We  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  for  having  given  us 
this  opportunity  to  try  a  Recreation  Director,  our  committee  strongly  supported  this  pilot 
program  and  we  were  very  excited  to  have  the  chance  to  follow  through  with  our  idea. 

Our  next  big  project  was  Burleigh  Park  We  offered  a  seven  week  program  with  a  three  day  mini 
week  during  the  week  of  July  4  ,  our  enrollment  went  from  45  kids  to  95  kids  depending  on  the 
week.  We  always  adjusted  the  number  of  counselors  to  the  enrollment  so  that  there  was  always 
enough  supervision.  This  year  we  offered  early  and  late  hours  for  any  parents  who  needed  that 
service,  it  was  at  an  extra  cost  to  the  families.  We  were  very  fortunate  to  have  two  locations  for 
camp,  Palmer  High  School  and  Camp  Stanica.  Both  sites  were  wonderful.  We  strongly  suggest 
that  the  Town  negotiate  soon  to  use  those  facilities  again,  it  was  a  great  way  to  have  camp.  The 
kids  felt  like  they  had  attended  two  camps  instead  of  one  because  of  the  different  activities 
offered  at  each  site. 

The  Rotary  Club  of  Palmer  organized  a  fundraiser  for  Recreation  and  Cougars  Den,  which  was  a 
huge  success.  They  ran  a  family  fun  day  at  Pulaski  Park  in  September  and  all  the  proceeds  were 
divided  between  our  two  groups.  We  were  able  to  use  the  funds  to  finish  paying  our  summer 
expenses  and  have  a  little  to  hold  over  for  start  up  money  next  spring.  It  will  a  well  attended 
event  and  we  are  so  grateful  to  the  Rotary  Club  for  their  support  of  our  programs. 

As  the  Board  of  Selectmen  makes  the  transition  to  a  new  form  of  government  our  committee 
would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  the  Board  for  your  support  over  the  years.  You  have  given  us  the 
oversight  to  advertise  and  choose  our  employees  and  administer  funds  as  we  have  seen  fit.  At 
times  we  would  disagree  but  you  always  considered  our  committee  to  be  in  charge  of  our 
programs  and  allowed  us  to  charge  forward,  thank  you  for  the  faith  you  place  in  us. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 


Marilyn  Barry 
Ronda  Brown 
Donna  Corbin 
John  Sasur 


Dianne  Brennan 
Mary  Brodeur 
Keith  Parent 
Diana  Strzemienski 


Jim  Tavernier 


PALMER  SAFETY  COMMITTEE 


The  Committee  was  asked  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  address  and  make  recommendations  on 
the  following  issues: 

1.  Complaint  regarding  unloading  from  car  carrier  at  Bertera's  on  Thorndike  Street.  Car  carrier 
parks  on  the  street  to  unload  the  cars. 

2.  Request  for  a  street  light  to  be  installed  on  Pole  26  and  speed  limit  signs  on  Bacon  Road. 

3.  Memo  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Wastewater  Treatment  Plant  regarding  parking  on  the 
curve  just  before  the  WWTP  on  Norbell  Street,  Three  Rivers. 

4.  Request  for  a  handicap  parking  space  at  2064  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers. 

5.  Dangerous  intersection  at  Nipmuck  and  Mason  Streets.  View  obstructed  by  trees  and  shrubs. 

6.  Trucks  parked  on  Three  Rivers  Road,  at  the  Citgo  Gas  Station  in  Three  Rivers,  block  the  view 
of  drivers  at  the  Stop  sign  at  Chudy's  corner. 

7.  Request  from  Leisure  Motors,  Inc.  on  Main  Street,  Palmer  that  "No  Parking"  signs  be  erected 
on  Church  Street  to  allow  for  opening  of  his  gates  and  to  allow  customers  to  park. 

All  of  the  above  requests  were  reviewed  by  the  Committee  and  recommendations  were  made  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ronald  P.  Masnicki,  Chairman  Fire  Chief  Allen  Roy 

William  Bouthillier  Fire  Chief  John  Sullivan 

Howard  Case  Safety  Officer  Kenneth  White 

John  Dyl  Robert  Graveline,  Secretary/Consultant 

Police  Chief  Robert  Frydryk 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


I  hereby  submit  the  annual  report  for  the  Department  of  Weights  and  Measures.  During  the  year 
2004,  three  hundred  sixty  nine  measuring  and  weighing  devices  were  tested  and  sealed  by  this 
department.  A  total  of  147  various  packaged  goods  were  tested.  Out  of  that  amount,  108  were 
found  to  be  correct,  32  were  overweight,  and  7  were  underweight.  A  total  of  nine  scanners  were 
also  tested  in  2004.  Two  complaints  were  received  this  past  year. 

In  2004,  fees  charged  amounted  to  $3,257.50  with  $2,740.50  turned  into  the  Treasurer's  Office 
leaving  an  uncollected  balance  of  $517.00  at  the  time  of  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Serrato 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

The  Annual  Town  Election  in  April  of  2004  brought  significant  change  to  Palmer.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  welcomed  our  newest  member  Barbara  A.  Barry  and  also  witnessed  a  sweeping 
reform  in  local  government.  Voters  approved  a  ballot  measure  that  overhauled  the  current 
system  by  replacing  the  three  member  Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Administrator  and  the  Open 
Town  Meeting  with  a  nine  member  Town  Council,  a  Town  Manager  and  a  new  departmental 
structure.  This  enormous  change  is  a  historical  event  in  Palmer  history  that  will  streamline 
operations,  eliminate  bureaucracy  and  provide  a  more  accountable  framework  for  town 
operations. 

The  mission  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  recent  years  has  remained  consistent.  Our  objective  of 
balancing  efficient  community  services  with  limited  financial  resources  proved  to  be  a  challenge 
for  the  final  Board  of  Selectmen.  What  began  as  a  bleak  financial  picture  for  the  community 
ended  in  a  balanced  budget  that  was  the  result  of  hard  work  from  the  Finance  Committee  and 
feedback  from  residents.  While  tough  decisions  were  made  in  some  budget  areas,  the 
department  heads  worked  diligently  to  keep  the  community  operating  and  serviced. 

Few  people  recognize  the  high  volume  of  issues  and  the  amount  of  work  that  goes  though  the 
Selectmen's  office  on  a  daily  basis.  Through  the  efforts  and  leadership  of  Town  Administrator 
Patricia  Kennedy,  the  Selectmen's  office  was  well  managed,  efficient  and  thorough  during  the 
transition  period  to  the  new  body  of  government,  which  took  effect  on  January  1,  2005.  Mrs. 
Kennedy  worked  extremely  hard  during  the  last  year  assembling  the  budget,  running  the  day  to 
day  operations  of  the  town  in  conjunction  with  department  heads  and  staff,  and  preparing  the 
councilors-elect  for  their  new  duties. 

A  community  is  only  as  good  as  the  people  who  get  involved  and  help  make  it  a  success.  On 
behalf  of  the  outgoing  Board  of  Selectmen,  I  would  like  to  thank  everyone,  past  and  present,  that 
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have  helped  to  make  the  Town  of  Palmer  what  it  is  today,  a  community  of  spirit  and  cooperation. 
I  would  also  like  to  wish  the  new  Town  Council  great  success  as  they  embark  on  this  historical 
year  old  change  that  will  go  down  in  Palmer's  history. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Todd  M.  Smola 

Chairman,  Board  of  Selectmen 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
SCHEDULE  OF  OUTSTANDING 
RECEIVABLES 
JUNE  30,2004 


REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 


LEVY  OF  2004 
LEVY  OF  2003 
LEVY  OF  2002 
LEVY  OF  2001 
PRIOR  YEARS 


TOTAL 


$475,586.83 
$27,323.12 
$24,019.32 
$18,289.89 
$56,075.18 

$601,294.34 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAXES 


LEVY  OF  2004 
LEVY  OF  2003 
LEVY  OF  2002 
LEVY  OF  2001 
PRIOR  TEARS 


TOTAL 


$4,773.80 
$2,284.88 
$2,186.95 
$3,062.94 
$6,296.86 
$18,605.43 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE 


LEVY  OF  2004 
LEVY  OF  2003 
LEVY  OF  2002 
LEVY  OF  2001 
PRIOR  YEARS 


TOTAL 


$117,284.58 
$40,954.85 
$16,926.04 
$12,030.51 
$33,141.95 

$220,337.93 


SEWER  USE  CHARGES 
LEVY  OF  2004 
PRIOR  YEARS 


$159,454.27 
$157,816.94 
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TOTAL  $317,271.21 


TAX  TITLE  $533,707.49 
OTHER  TAXES 

FARM  ANIMAL  EXCISE  $452.37 

FOREST  PRODUCTS  TAX  $405.20 

SEWER  LIENS  ADDED  TO  TAXES  $33,422.59 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  ADDED  TO  TAXES  $1 ,350.79 

GRAND  TOTAL    $1 ,726,847.35 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Roger  E.  Brach,  Collector 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

MASSACHUSETTS 
WILLIAM  FRANCIS  GALVIN 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

SS. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer. 
GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  vote  in  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town 
Building,  4417  Main  Street,  Thorndike;  in  Precinct  2  &  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24 
Converse  Street,  Palmer,  and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  Street, 
Three  Rivers,  on  Tuesday,  The  second  day  of  March  2004,  from  7:00  A.M.  to  8:00  P.M.  for  the 
following  purpose: 

To  cast  their  votes  in  the  Presidential  Primary  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  for  the 
following  offices: 

PRESIDENTIAL  PREFERENCE   FOR  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 

STATE  COMMITTEE  MAN   For  each  Political  Party  for  the  Worcester, 

Hampden,  Hampshire  &  Franklin  Senatorial 
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District. 


STATE  COMMITTEE  WOMAN   For  each  Political  Party  for  the  Worcester, 

Hampden,  Hampshire  &  Franklin  Senatorial 
District. 

35  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  TOWN  COMMITTEE 

35  MEMBERS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  TOWN  COMMITTEE 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  voting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  4th  day  of  February  2004 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN: 

Michael  P.  Strzemienski,  Chairman 
Todd  M.  Smola,  Vice  Chairman 
Elaine  J.  Nikodem,  Clerk 

I  have  this  date  posted  attested  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town 
known  as  depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers,  and  Bondsville. 

February  10,  2004  10:25  A.M.  James  Lynch,  Constable 

Following  are  the  results  of  the  March  2,  2004  Presidential  Primary: 


Presidential  Preference 

Pet  1 

Pet  2 

Pet  3 

Pet  4 

Democratic 

Blanks 

2 

5 

5 

3 

Richard  Gephardt 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Joseph  Lieberman 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Wesley  K.  Clark 

1 

0 

5 

1 

Howard  Dean 

5 

2 

1 

4 

Carol  Mosley  Braun 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Pet  1 

Pet  2 

Pet  3 

Pet  4 

John  Edwards 

36 

19 

17 

20 

Dennis  J.  Kucinich 

7 

9 

6 

3 

John  F.  Kerry 

146 

174 

162 

155 

Lyndon  H.  LaRouche,  Jr. 

0 

0 

1 

0 
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Al  Sharpton 

1 

1 

1 

3 

No  Preference 

2 

5 

5 

State  Committee  Man 

William  R.  Shemeth  III 

100 

126 

115 

103 

Blanks 

101 

91 

86 

91 

State  Committee  Woman 

No  Candidate 

Democratic  Town  Committee 

Patricia  Donovan 

139 

143 

147 

131 

Lawrence  Jasak 

129 

141 

127 

121 

Margaret  Higgins 

96 

102 

111 

85 

James  St.  Amand 

113 

127 

135 

105 

Emmett  Ahearn 

94 

117 

126 

94 

Robert  Dupuis 

101 

114 

116 

101 

Patrick  Landers 

129 

143 

147 

116 

David  Droz 

99 

125 

108 

100 

Kathleen  Tassinari 

93 

111 

120 

93 

John  Egan 

88 

96 

101 

85 

William  Byrnes 

100 

99 

105 

87 

Andrea  Mastalerz 

98 

117 

115 

98 

Jay  Mastalerz 

98 

112 

113 

94 

Walter  Haggerty 

90 

106 

118 

86 

John  Motroni 

85 

95 

96 

86 

Linda  Motroni 

88 

101 

101 

84 

William  Cole 

97 

118 

113 

96 

Stephen  Marhelewicz 

111 

115 

110 

98 

Lydia  McKee 

103 

112 

110 

113 

Leon  Wlodyka 

105 

109 

103 

109 

Michael  Burns 

105 

116 

122 

95 

John  Dyl 

102 

110 

108 

111 

Margaret  O'Brien 

96 

110 

120 

91 

Charles  Abbate 

93 

109 

124 

84 

David  Russo 

94 

116 

115 

90 

Edward  Noonan 

99 

127 

124 

94 

William  Gallagher 

98 

114 

114 

93 

Kathleen  Burns 

99 

107 

113 

98 

E.Dustin-Nikodem 

106 

113 

110 

94 

Douglas  Zabawa 

109 

101 

102 

95 

Alphonse  Murray 

124 

138 

135 

111 

Matthew  Lovell 

93 

107 

105 

88 

David  Lynch 

112 

130 

130 

104 

Alexander  Matera 
Michael  Cavanaugh 


94 
118 


99 
124 


100 
128 


Presidential  Preference 
Republican 


1 3 

18 

19 

No  Preference 

4 

2 

0 

Pet  1 

Pet  2 

Pet 

State  Committee  Man 

Blanks 

4 

7 

4 

David  W  Tuttle 

13 

13 

16 

Write  Ins 

0 

0 

0 

State  Committee  Woman 

Blanks 

6 

8 

6 

Sandra  D.  Adams 

11 

12 

14 

Write  Ins 

0 

0 

1 

Republican  Town  Committee 

William  Coulter 

10 

13 

15 

Myrtle  Davis 

9 

13 

11 

V.  Strzemienski 

12 

14 

14 

Evelyn  Anton 

11 

15 

13 

Genevieve  Janosz 

10 

14 

11 

Nora  Rondeau 

10 

14 

12 

Barbara  Stone 

12 

14 

13 

Fred  Tyburski 

10 

15 

12 

Rose  Tyburski 

10 

15 

12 

Robert  Faulkner 

9 

15 

15 

Gladys  Stockwell 

9 

13 

13 

Michael  Strzemienski 

14 

15 

15 

Robert  Bishop 

10 

13 

12 

Richard  Rondeau 

9 

14 

15 

Philip  Mead 

9 

13 

11 

David  Johnson 

11 

15 

14 

Genevieve  Johnson 

11 

15 

12 

Ruth  Outhuse 

10 

16 

13 

Beth  Stone 

9 

15 

11 

3 
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Francis  Tyburski 

11 

14 

11 

12 

Julie  Gromosky 

9 

13 

10 

8 

Cynthia  Heffernan 

9 

14 

12 

8 

Harry  Johnson 

9 

13 

13 

10 

Marion  Johnson 

9 

13 

11 

9 

Todd  Smola 

13 

15 

15 

16 

J.Gralinski  Heede 

10 

13 

11 

13 

Michael  Pajak 

10 

14 

10 

10 

Mary  St.John 

11 

13 

11 

9 

2004  TOWN  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Hampden,  SS:  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  in  said  County: 

GREETINGS:  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
Required  to  notify  and  warn  all  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  qualified  to  vote  in  elections 
of  Town  Officers,  designated  by  the  Selectmen  to  wit:  In  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town 
Building,  4417  Main  Street,  Thorndike;  in  Precinct  2  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24 
Converse  Street,  Palmer;  Precinct  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24  Converse  Street,  Palmer 
and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers,  on  Tuesday, 
the  20th  of  April,  2004  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  until  eight  o'clock,  then  and  there  to  give 
their  votes  on  one  ballot  of  the  Town  for  the  following  questions: 

ARTICLE  1.    To  choose  all  usual  Town  Officers. 

For  a  term  of  one  (1)  year: 

One  ( 1 )  Park  Commissioner  (unexpired  term) 
One  (1)  Moderator 

For  a  term  of  three  (3)  years: 

One  (1)  Town  Collector 
One  (1)  Selectmen 
One  (1)  Assessor 

Two  (2)  School  Committee  Members 
One  (1)  Board  of  Health  Member 
One  ( 1 )  Cemetery  Commissioner 
One  (1)  License  Commissioner 
Two  (2)  Park  Commissioners 
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For  a  term  of  five  (5)  years: 

One  ( 1 )  Planning  Board  Member 
One  ( 1 )  Palmer  Housing  Authority 

Ballot  Question  #1 

Shall  this  town  approve  the  charter  revision  recommended  by  the  Charter 
Commission  as  summarized  below? 

Yes 
No 

Summary:  Nine  members  elected  Town  Council-District  At-Large 
Members;  Town  Manager;  Restructured  Town  Departments:  Department 
Of  Public  Works;  Department  of  Municipal  Finance;  Department  of 
Public  Safety  Department  of  Public  Service. 

The  polls  will  open  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  will  be  closed  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

And  you  are  further  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  inhabitants  of  said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote 
in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Palmer  High  School,  Main  Street,  Thorndike  in  said  Palmer  on 
Monday,  June  7,  2004  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  articles  to  be  posted  seven 
(7)  days  prior. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one  public 
place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers 
and  Bondsville,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal  this  thirty-first  day  of  March,  2004. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
TOWN  OF  PALMER 

Michael  P.  Strzemienski,  Chairman 
Todd  M.  Smola,  Vice  Chairman 
Elaine  J.  Nikodem.  Clerk 


Number  of  registered  voters  as  of  April  20,  2004  7,426 


Pct.l 

Pct.2 

Pct.3 

Pct.4 

Town  Collector 

Blanks 

134 

132 

116 

130 

Roger  E.  Brach 

457 

411 

352 

423 

Write-ins 

3 

1 

2 

2 
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Selectmen 

Blanks  19 

E.J.Dustin-Nikodem  304 

Barbara  A.  Barry  269 

Write-ins  2 

Assessor 

Blanks  178 

Jay  J.  M astalerz  4 1 5 

Write-ins  1 

School  Committee 

Blanks  292 

Maureen  R.  Gallagher  2 1 9 

Heidi  E.  Drawee  362 

James  St. Amand  314 

Write-ins  1 

Board  of  Health 

Blanks  176 

John  J.  Lukaskiewicz  415 

Write-ins  3 


21  23  30 

206  188  233 

314  259  291 

3  0  1 

155  137  155 

386  333  397 

3  2  3 

249  226  251 

176  151  211 

354  287  405 

308  274  243 

1  2  0 

178  148  153 

365  321  401 

1  1  1 


License  Commission 

Blanks  192 

John  R.  M astalerz  400 

Write-ins  2 

Cemetery  Commission 

Blanks  191 

William  R.  Jalbert  402 

Write-ins  1 

Planning  Board 

Blanks  179 

Michael  S.  Marciniec  412 

Write-ins  3 

Park  Commission  3-Years 

Blanks  472 

William  K.  Cole  349 

Albin  Les  366 

Write-ins  1 


167  148  164 

376  320  390 

1  2  1 

161  139  148 

381  331  405 

1  0  2 

161  151  172 

380  319  382 

0  0  1 

379  306  378 

362  337  368 

346  295  361 

0  2  3 
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Park  Commission  1-Year 

Blanks  153  164  103  127 

Peter  E.  Pappas  439  378  365  427 

Write-ins  2  2  2  1 


Palmer  Housing  Authority 

Blanks  198  180  131  157 

Margaret  M.  Biggins  394  364  338  384 

Write-ins  2  0  10 

Moderator 

Blanks  177  146  100  157 

John  B.  Dinuovo  415  398  369  398 


Question  #1 

Blanks  14 

Yes  284 

No  296 


11  14  11 

300  266  300 

233  190  244 


ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING 
JUNE  7,  2004 


Moderator  John  DiNuovo  at  the  Palmer  High  School  Auditorium  called  the  271st  and  last 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  order  at  7:10  P.M.  A  moment  of  silence  was  called  in  observance  of 
President  Ronald  Reagan's  death. 

Moderator  stated  that  a  quorum  was  present  and  the  warrant  was  in  order. 
Motion  to  recess  Annual  Town  Meeting  made  and  seconded  and  so  voted  in  order  to  conduct 
Special  Town  Meeting. 


Annual  Town  Meeting  reconvened  at  7:15  P.M. 


Article  2 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  following  proposed  line  item  budget  for  fiscal  year  2005: 
(see  following  page) 
Article  3 

Defeated:  To  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  certain  capital  projects.  2/3  Vote 
required- 1 4 1  -In  favor  1 3  8-Opposed. 
Article  4 

Voted:  To  accept  Mass.General  Laws  Chapters  46,  §  128  of  the  Acts  of  2003  authorizing  the 
Town  to  defer  a  portion  of  the  town's  pension  costs. 
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Article  5 

Voted:  Indefinite  postponement  ($75,000  to  install  a  new  heating  and  cooling  system  in  the 
Palmer  Town  Building) 
Article  6 

Voted:  To  re-establish  a  revolving  fund  under  MGL  Chapter  44,  Section  53E  54  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  revenues  from  gate  receipts  and  associated  fees  relative  to  Legion  Field.  The  Park 
Commissioners  or  their  designee  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  funds  from  this  account. 
Funds  will  be  used  in  direct  support  of  expenses  related  to  the  lights  on  Legion  Field,  police 
services  and  debt  service.  The  amount  of  funds  to  be  expended  from  this  account  in  FY  2005 
shall  not  exceed  $20,000  unless  such  additional  amounts  are  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee. 
Article  7 

Voted:  To  re-establish  a  revolving  fund  under  MGL  Chapter  44,  Section  53  E  54  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  all  revenues  from  Medicaid  and  all  revenues  received  from  health  insurance 
companies  for  special  needs  children  and  make  disbursements  in  connection  with  the  authorized 
duties  of  the  School  Department.  The  School  Superintendent  of  his/her  designee  is  authorized  to 
expend  from  this  fund,  but  not  more  than  $250,000  without  further  appropriation  for  special 
needs  education. 
Article  8 

Voted:  To  establish  under  MGL  Chapter  44,  Section  53E1/2  a  revolving  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  revenues  from  all  parking  fees  to  fund  the  salary  of  the  Safety  Officer  and  Resource 
Officer.  The  School  Superintendent  or  his/her  designee  is  authorized  to  expend  from  this  fund, 
but  no  more  than  $25,000  without  further  appropriation  for  authorized  expenses  related  to  school 
programs. 
Article  9 

Voted:  To  establish  a  Revolving  Fund  for  recreation  programs  as  provided  in  MGL  Chapter  44, 
Section  53E  Vi.  Funds  to  be  deposited  into  this  account  include:  fees  charged  for  the  Burleigh 
Park  Program,  fees  charged  to  individuals  participating  in  a  program,  donations  and  gifts 
earmarked  for  one  of  these  programs,  and  private  sponsorship  of  a  program.  The  Recreation 
Committee  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  funds  from  this  account.  Funds  will  be  used  in 
direct  support  of  recreation  programs  for  the  following  items:  supplies  for  a  program,  contractual 
services  required  to  present  a  program,  administrative  expenses  required  to  run  a  program,  wages 
of  part  time  staff  for  time  spent  running  a  program,  repair  of  equipment  used  in  a  program,  and 
the  repair  of  facilities  used  for  a  program.  The  amount  of  funds  to  be  expended  from  this  amount 
in  FY2005  shall  not  exceed  $50,000  unless  such  additional  amounts  are  recommended  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  Finance  Committee,  and  approved  by  vote  at  a  Town  Meeting. 
Article  10 

Voted:  To  re-establish  a  revolving  fund  under  MGL  Chapter  44  Section  53E  54  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  revenues  fees  relative  to  Palmer  Senior  Center  and  make  disbursements  in 
connection  with  the  authorized  expenses  related  o  Palmer  Senior  Center.  The  Director  of  the 
Council  on  Aging  or  his  designee  is  authorized  to  expend  from  this  fund,  but  no  more  than 
$50,000  without  further  appropriation  for  authorized  expenses  related  to  the  Senior  Center 
programs.  The  Director  of  the  Council  on  Aging  and  his/her  designee  shall  authorize  all 
expenditures  of  funds  from  this  account,  without  further  appropriation,  provided  that  the  amount 
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to  be  expended  for  FY2005  shall  not  exceed  $50,000  unless  such  additional  amount  is 
recommended  by  both  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Finance. 
Article  11 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $1 ,143  the  town's  share  of  matching  funds  for  the  FY  02  Local 
Law  Enforcement  Block  Grant. 
Article  12 

Voted:  Unanimously  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Laws  to  make  the  following  changes: 
Section  171.68  Floodplain  District 
Amend  B.  District  Delineation  ( 1 )  in  the  following  manner: 

Currently  reads: 

(1)  The  general  boundaries  of  the  Floodplain  District  are  shown  on  the  Town  of  Palmer 
Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map  (FIRM),  dated  November  4,  1981  as  Zones  A,  Al-30  to 
indicate  the  1 00-year  flood  plain.  The  exact  boundaries  of  the  district  are  defined  by  the 
100-year  water  surface  elevations  shown  on  the  FIRM  and  further  defined  by  the  flood 
profiles  contained  in  the  flood  insurance  study  dated  November  4,  1 98 1 .  The  floodway 
boundaries  are  delineated  on  the  Town  of  Palmer  Floodway  Map  (FBFM)  dated 
November  4,  1981  and  further  defined  by  the  Floodway  Data  Tables  contained  in  the 
Flood  Insurance  Study.  These  two  (2)  maps,  as  well  as  the  accompanying  study,  are  in 
incorporated  herein  and  reference  and  are  on  file  with  the  Planning  Board. 

Change  To: 

(1)  The  general  boundaries  of  the  Floodplain  District  are  shown  on  the  Town  of  Palmer 
Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map  (FIRM),  dated  November  4,  1981  as  Zones  A,  Al-30  to 
indicate  the  1 00-year  floodplain.  The  exact  boundaries  of  the  district  are  defined  by  the 
1 00-year  water  surface  elevations  shown  on  the  FIRM  and  further  defined  by  the  flood 
profiles  contained  in  the  Flood  Insurance  Study,  dated  May  4,  1981.  The  floodway 
boundaries  are  delineated  on  the  Town  of  Palmer  Flood  Boundary-Floodway  Map 
(FBFM)  dated  November  4,  1981,  and  further  defined  by  the  Floodway  Data  Tables 
contained  in  the  Flood  Insurance  Study.  The  2  maps  as  well  as  the  accompanying  study 
are  incorporated  herein  by  reference  and  are  on  file  with  the  Planning  Board. 

Insert  (4)  Base  flood  elevation  data  is  required  for  subdivision  proposals  or  other 

developments  greater  than  fifty  lots  of  five  acres,  whichever  is  the  lesser,  within  unnumbered 

A  zones. 

Insert  C.  Notice  of  Watercourse  Alteration 

Notify  in  a  rivervine  situation,  the  following  of  any  alteration  or  relocation  of  a  watercourse: 
Adjacent  Communities 

NFIP  State  Coordinator 

Mass.  Office  of  Water  Resources 

25 1  Causeway  St. 

Suite  600-700 

Boston,  Ma  02114-2104 
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NFIP  Program  Specialist 

FEMA  Region  1  Room  462 

J.W.  McCormack  Post  Office  and  Courthouse 

Boston,  Ma  02109 

Amend  C.  Permitted  Uses  to  read  D.  Permitted  Uses. 

Amend  D.  Special  Permit  Uses  to  read  E.  Special  Permit  Used. 

Amend  E.  General  Regulations  in  the  following  manner; 

Currently  reads: 

General  Regulations: 

The  portion  of  any  lot  within  the  area  delineated  in  Subsection  B  hereof  may  be  used  to  meet 
the  area  and  yard  requirements  for  the  district  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  lot  is  situated. 
All  encroachments,  including  fill,  new  construction,  substantial  improvements  to  existing 
structures  and  other  developments,  are  prohibited  unless  certification  by  a  registered 
professional  engineer  is  provided  by  the  applicant,  demonstrating  that  such  encroachments 
shall  not  result  in  any  increase  in  flood  levels.  All  substantial  improvements  to  existing 
residential  structures  must  have  their  lowest  floor,  including  basements,  elevated  or  flood 
proofed  to  or  above  the  base  flood  level.  Mobile  homes  are  prohibited  within  the  floodway. 

Change  to: 

F.  Use  Regulations. 

Reference  to  Existing  Regulations. 

The  floodplain  district  is  established  as  an  overlay  district  to  all  other  districts.  All 
development  in  the  district,  including  structural  and  non-structural  activities,  whether 
permitted  by  right  or  by  special  permit  must  be  in  compliance  with  Chapter  131,  Section  40 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws  and  with  the  following: 

Section  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Building  Code  which  addresses  floodplain  and  costal  high 
hazard  areas  (currently  780  CMR  3107.0  "Flood  Restraint  Construction",  Wetlands 
Protection  Regulations,  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  (DEP)(currently  310  CMR 
10.00;  Inland  Wetland  restrictions,  DEP  (currently  3 1 0  CMR  13.00);  Minimum  requirements 
for  the  Subsurface  Disposal  of  Sanitary  Sewage,  DEP  (currently  3 1 0  CMR  15,  Title  5)  any 
variances  from  the  provisions  and  requirements  of  the  above  referenced  state  regulations  may 
only  be  granted  in  accordance  with  the  required  variance  procedures  pf  these  state 
regulations. 
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General  Regulations: 


The  portion  of  any  lot  within  the  area  delineated  in  Subsection  B  hereof  may  be  used  to  meet 
the  area  and  yard  requirements  for  the  district  or  districts  in  which  the  remainder  of  the  lot  is 
situated.  All  encroachments,  including  fill,  new  construction,  substantial  improvements  to 
existing  structures  and  other  development,  are  prohibited  unless  certification  by  a  registered 
professional  engineer  is  provided  by  the  applicant,  demonstrating  that  such  encroachments 
shall  not  result  in  any  increase  in  flood  levels.  Mobile  homes  are  prohibited  within  the 
floodway. 
Article  13 

Voted:  2/3  required  82  In  favor  207  opposed-That  unfavorable  action  be  taken  on  this  article 
to  consider  a  zone  change  for  property  located  at  1 282  South  Main  Street,  Palmer.  The 
property  is  also  known  as  Assessors  Map  55,  Lot  108.  The  request  is  change  the  zone  from 
TR-Town  residential  to  NB-Neighborhood  Business-Motion  Fails-  Amendment  -Favorable 
Action-235  In  Favor  51  Opposed 
Article  14 

Voted:  That  indefinite  postponement  of  this  article  to  designate  the  following  land  and 
Economic  Opportunity  Area  (EOA)  as  provided  under  MGL  c.23A  Sections  3A  to  3H  and  be 
called  the  Main  Street  Thorndike  Village  EOA  for  a  term  of  not  more  than  20  years  to 
provide  property  tax  relief  in  the  form  of  a  (TIF),  5%  Investment  Tax  Credit  and  or  10% 
abandonment  building  tax  deduction  for  certified  projects.  Said  property  is  located  at  4139 
Main  Street  located  in  Village  of  Thorndike  in  the  Town  of  Palmer,  Massachusetts. 
Article  15 

Voted:  That  indefinite  postponement  of  the  article  to  approve  a  Certified  Project  application 
submitted  by  HIS  Woodworking  located  within  the  Main  Street  Thorndike  Village  EOA  in 
Palmer,  Ma.  Said  approval  will  provide  local  and  state  tax  relief  to  promote  economic 
development  in  accordance  with  MGL  c.  23 A.  Sections  3A-3H.  In  addition,  the  project 
Certification  Application  confirms: 

1 .  The  project,  as  proposed,  is  consistent  with  and  can  reasonably  be  expected  to 
benefit  significantly  from  inclusion  as  a  certified  project. 

2.  The  project,  as  described  in  the  Project  Certification  Application,  will  increase 
Employment  for  residents  of  Palmer. 

3.  The  town  request  that  this  project  be  designated  as  a  certified  project  for  a  term 
Of  not  less  than  (5)  years  or  more  than  twenty  (20)  years  duration 

The  meeting  adjourned  and  warrant  dissolved  at  10:15  P.M.  and  so  declared  by  the  Moderator. 

A  true  copy  attest, 

Patricia  C.  Donovan 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Hampden,  ss:  Palmer,  Mass. 

To  Any  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

GREETINGS:  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
notify  and  warn  all  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet 
at  the  Palmer  High  School,  Main  Street,  Palmer,  (Thorndike  Village)  on  Monday,  June  7,  2004  at 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  fund 
various  FY2004  line  item  budgets,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto, 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one  public 
place  in  each  of  the  four  village  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers, 
and  Bondsville,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  and  not  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  this  nineteenth  day  of  May,  2004. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  Todd  M.  Smola,  Chairman 

TOWN  OF  PALMER  Barbara  Barry,  Vice-Chairman 

Michael  P.  Strzemienski.  Clerk 

I  have  this  date  posted  copies  in  one  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as 
Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 

May  21.  2004  9:51  AM  JAMES  LYNCH 

CONSTABLE 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

At  a  legal  Special  Town  Meeting  of  inhabitants  of  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  qualified  to 
vote  in  town  affairs,  held  at  Palmer  High  School  on  June  7,  2004  the  following  business  was 
transacted: 

The  Moderator,  John  DiNuovo  at  7:10  P.M,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
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Article  1.  voted  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  total  of  $584,779.15  to  the  following 
FY2004  line  items: 


Amount : 

$201,511.00 

$59,489.00 

$25,000.00 

$23,050.00 

$100,000.00 

$20,000.00 

$29,935.00 

$3,015.00 

$39,469.00 

$10,531.00 

$2,529.30 

$4,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$12,226.74 

$1,000.00 

$4,355.00 

$2,200.00 

$1,260.00 

$1,959.11 

$30,000.00 

$4,500.00 

$200.00 

$5,000.00 

$1,200.00 

$415.00 

$640.00 

$294.00 


From: 
Free  cash 
Overlay  surplus 
Overlay  surplus 
Overlay  surplus 
General  Insurance 


To  : 

Group  health  insurance 
Group  health  insurance 
Assessors-revaluation  services 
Hampden  county  retirement 
Hampden  county  retirement 


Selectmen-consulting  service  Hampden  county  retirement 


Selectmen-Three  Rivers 
Flood  Control 
Debt  service-principal 
Debt  service-principal 
Debt  service-interest 
Debt  service-interest 
Debt  service-interest 
Police  capital  outlay 
Police  capital  outlay 
Dog  Officer-contract  services 
Park  Commission-full  time 

salaries 
Board  of  Selectmen  contract 

services 
Board  of  Selectmen  contract 

services 
Recreation-supplies&expenses 
Wastewater  supplies&expenses 
Wastewater  full  time  salaries 
Wastewater  full  time  salaries 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 


Hampden  county  retirement 

Hampden  county  retirement 
Medicare  tax 
Medicare  tax 

Police  DARE  officer  salary 
Police  contract  services 
Police  contract  services 
Police  overtime 

Dog  Officer  Supplies  &  expenses 
Park  Commission  part  time 

salaries 
Central  Purchasing-postage 


Recreation-part  time  salaries 

Recreation-part  time  salaries 
Wastewater  part  time  salaries 
Wastewater-overtime 
Wastewater  part  time  salaries 
Street  Lighting 
Recycling-Contract  Services 
Elect  &  Registr.Contract  Services 
Inspections-Gas  Inspector 
Zoning  Bd.Appeals-PT  salaries 


The  meeting  adjourned  and  warrant  dissolved  at  7:15  P.M.  and  so  declared  by  the  moderator. 

A  True  Copy  Attest 

PATRICIA  C.  DONOVAN 
Town  Clerk 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


Hampden,  ss: 


Palmer,  Mass. 


To  Any  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

GREETINGS:  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
notify  and  warn  all  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet 
at  the  Palmer  High  School,  Main  Street,  Palmer,  (Thorndike  Village)  on  Monday,  June  7,  2004  at 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  fund 
various  FY2004  line  item  budgets,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto, 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one  public 
place  in  each  of  the  four  village  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers, 
and  Bondsville,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  and  not  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  this  nineteenth  day  of  May,  2004. 


I  have  this  date  posted  copies  in  one  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as 
Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


Todd  M.  Smola,  Chairman 
Barbara  Barry,  Vice-Chairman 
Michael  P.  Strzemienski,  Clerk 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 


May  21.  2004 


9:51  AM 


JAMES  LYNCH 


CONSTABLE 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


At  a  legal  Special  Town  Meeting  of  inhabitants  of  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  qualified  to 
vote  in  town  affairs,  held  at  Palmer  High  School  on  June  7,  2004  the  following  business  was 
transacted: 


The  Moderator,  John  DiNuovo  at  7:10  P.M,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Article  1.  voted  to  transfer  from  available  funds  the  total  of  $584,779.15  to  the  following 
FY2004  line  items: 


Amount : 

From: 

To  : 

$201,511.00 

Free  cash 

Group  health  insurance 

$59,489.00 

Overlay  surplus 

Group  health  insurance 

$25,000.00 

Overlay  surplus 

Assessors-revaluation  services 

$23,050.00 

Overlay  surplus 

Hampden  county  retirement 

$100,000.00 

General  Insurance 

Hampden  county  retirement 

$20,000.00 

Selectmen-consulting  service 

Hampden  county  retirement 

$29,935.00 

Selectmen-Three  Rivers 

Hampden  county  retirement 

Flood  Control 

$3,015.00 

Debt  service-principal 

Hampden  county  retirement 

$39,469.00 

$10,531.00 

$2,529.30 

$4,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$12,226.74 

$1,000.00 

$4,355.00 

$2,200.00 

$1,260.00 

$1,959.11 

$30,000.00 

$4,500.00 

$200.00 

$5,000.00 

$1,200.00 

$415.00 

$640.00 


Debt  service-principal 
Debt  service-interest 
Debt  service-interest 
Debt  service-interest 
Police  capital  outlay 
Police  capital  outlay 
Dog  Officer-contract  services 
Park  Commission-full  time 

salaries 
Board  of  Selectmen  contract 

services 
Board  of  Selectmen  contract 

services 
Recreation-supplies&expenses 
Wastewater  supplies&expenses 
Wastewater  full  time  salaries 
Wastewater  full  time  salaries 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 
Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time 


Medicare  tax 
Medicare  tax 

Police  DARE  officer  salary 
Police  contract  services 
Police  contract  services 
Police  overtime 

Dog  Officer  Supplies  &  expenses 
Park  Commission  part  time 

salaries 
Central  Purchasing-postage 

Recreation-part  time  salaries 

Recreation-part  time  salaries 
Wastewater  part  time  salaries 
Wastewater-overtime 
Wastewater  part  time  salaries 
Street  Lighting 
Recycling-Contract  Services 
Elect  &  Registr. Contract  Services 
Inspections-Gas  Inspector 
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$294.00 


Board  of  Assessors  Full  Time    Zoning  Bd.Appeals-PT  salaries 


The  meeting  adjourned  and  warrant  dissolved  at  7:15  P.M.  and  so  declared  by  the  moderator. 

A  True  Copy  Attest 

PATRICIA  C.  DONOVAN 
Town  Clerk 

SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  WARRANT 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

Hampden,  ss: 

To  any  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer: 

GREETINGS:  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
notify  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to 
meet  at  the  Palmer  High  School,  Main  St.,  Palmer  (Thorndike  Village)  on  Monday,  December  6, 
2004,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  act  on  the  following  articles: 

Article  1 .  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  or  available  funds,  the  sum  of 
$7,460.69  to  pay  unpaid  bills  from  a  previous  fiscal  year;  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  2  .  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  Free  Cash  to  the 
Central  Purchasing  Fuel  Account;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  3  .  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  amount  of  $200,000.00 
To  fund  the  deficit  in  the  Group  Health  Insurance  Account;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  or  available  funds, 

the  sum  of  $12,000.00  to  purchase  five  overhead  doors  for  the  Highway  Department,  or  act  in 

relation  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  borrow,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  a  consultant  to  assist  the  Town 
Manager  Screening  Committee  in  the  process  of  selecting  candidates  for  the  position  of  Town 
Manager  to  be  submitted  to  the  Town  Council;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 
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Submitted  by  Citizen  Petition 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  borrow,  or  transfer  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  expenses  associated  with  the  screening 
and  selection  of  Town  Manager  candidates;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  Citizen  Petition 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  adopt  a  Senior  Sewer  Abatement  in  the  amount  of 
$50.00  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  sewer  taxes  for  senior  citizens  over  the  age  of  70;  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $756.00  from  the  Cemetery  Department 
Expense  Account  #014912.52222  to  the  Cemetery  Department  Part-time  Salaries  Account 
#01491 1.51 105  for  the  purpose  of  re-instating  the  Cemetery  Department  part-time  secretary;  or 
take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Cemetery  Commission 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  $5,000.00  from  the  Palmer  Town  Building 
part-time  salary  account  #01 1921.51 104  to  Palmer  Town  Hall  Building 
Contract  services  account  #01 1922.53333;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  1 0.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reduce  the  line  item  for  Medicare  Tax  in  the 
amount  of  $60,000.00;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  a  sum  of  money  from  Free  Cash  to  the 
Reserve  Fund;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise,  appropriate,  borrow  or  transfer  from  available 
funds  a  sum  of  money  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  FY05;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
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Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from  the  Stabilization  Fund  a  sum  of  money 
to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  FY05;  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  grant  a  permanent  easement  to  Walter  Niec,  Jr.,  2018  Maple 
Street,  Three  Rivers,  MA  in  and  to  the  real  estate  situated  in  Palmer,  Hampden  County,  Mass. 
More  particularly  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

A  permanent  easement  in  and  to  and  over  a  portion  of  the  street  in  the  village  of  Three  Rivers, 
Palmer,  MA  known  as  Maple  Terrace,  over  and  on  which  currently  is  erected  a  portion  of  the 
private  dwelling  house  which  is  located  at  2018  Maple  Street  in  said  Three  Rivers,  which 
property  is  owned  by  the  grantee,  and  is  described  in  a  deed  dated  April  7,  2001  and  recorded 
with  the  Hampden  County  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  1 1596,  Page  123.  The  portion  of  the  street 
on  which  the  portion  of  the  private  dwelling  house  is  erected  and  over  which  this  easement  is 
granted  is  depicted  on  a  plot  plan  prepared  by  Smith  Associates  Surveyors,  Inc.,  dated  April, 
2001  for  Richard  Gauthier,  owner. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from: 
The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Springfield 
in  consideration  of  One  and  00/100  Dollar 
the  following  property: 

An  area  of  943  square  feet  more  or  less  and  being  shown  as  EASEMENT#1  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Easement  Plan  Main  St.  &  Sykes  St.,  Palmer,  MA,  prepared  for  Guertin  Elkerton  &  Associates, 
Inc.  Scale  1"=20'  dated  8/12/02  prepared  by  Co-operative  Land 

Surveyors,  LLC,  37B  Lark  Industrial  Parkway,  Greenville,  RI  02828.  A  copy  of  said  plan  is 
available  for  viewing  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  4417  Main  Street, 
Palmer,  MA. 

Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

Article  1 6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from: 

390  Main  Street  Realty  Trust 

Demetrios  E.  Haseotes,  Trustee 

in  consideration  of  One  and  00/100  Dollar 

the  following  property: 
An  area  of  32  square  feet  more  or  less  and  being  shown  as  EASEMENT#2  on  a  plan 
Entitled  "Easement  Plan  Main  St.  &  Sykes  St.,  Palmer,  MA,  prepared  for  Guertin  Elkerton  & 
Associates,  Inc.,  Scale  F  -20'  dated  8/12/02  prepared  by  Co-operative  Land  Surveyors,  LLC  37B 
Lark  Industrial  Parkway,  Greenville,  RI02828.  A  copy  of  said  plan  is  available  for  viewing  at 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  441 7  Main  Street,  Palmer,  MA. 
Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
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Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from: 
Deborah  J.  Kukla 

in  consideration  of  One  and  00/100  Dollar 
the  following  property: 

An  area  containing  1 7  square  feet  more  or  less  and  being  shown  as  EASEMENT  #3  on  a  plan 
entitled  "Easement  Plant  Main  St.  &  Sykes  St.,  Palmer,  MA  prepared  for  Guertin  Elkerton  & 
Associates,  Inc.,  Scale  r,=20'  dated  8/12/02  prepared  by  Co-operative  Land  Surveyors,  LLC 
37B  Lark  Industrial  Parkway,  Greenville,  RI  02828.  A  copy  of  said  plan  is  available  for  viewing 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  4417  Main  Street,  Palmer,  MA. 
Submitted  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one  public 
place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers 
and  Bondsville,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  holding  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  2004. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN  Todd  M.  Smola,  Chairman 

TOWN  OF  PALMER 


Barbara  A.  Barry,  Vice-Chairman 


Michael  P.  Strzemienski,  Clerk 

I  have  this  date  posted  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  of 
Palmer  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer 
Town  Building. 


DATE  TIME  CONSTABLE 

Town  of  Palmer 

Special  Town  Meeting 
December  6,  2004 

The  last  Special  Town  Meeting  was  opened  at  7:00  P.M.  at  the  Palmer  High  School  Auditorium 
by  Moderator,  John  Dinuovo,  a  quorum  was  present. 

Following  is  the  result  of  that  meeting. 
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Article  1 .  Voted  -Unanimous-  Recommendation  from  Finance  Committee  to  transfer  $7,460.69 
from  free  cash  to  pay  unpaid  bills  from  a  previous  fiscal  year. 

Article  2.  Voted  -Finance  Committee  recommends  a  transfer  from  free  cash  $25,000.00  to 
Central  Purchasing  Fuel  Account. 

Article  3.  Voted  -  To  transfer  $200,000.00  from  free  cash  to  fund  the  deficit  Group  Health 
Insurance.  Finance  Committee  Recommends  this  transfer. 

Article  4.  Voted  -  To  transfer  from  free  cash  $12,000.00  to  purchase  five  overhead  doors  for  the 
Highway  Department.  Finance  Committee  Recommends  this  transfer. 

Article  5.  Voted-  To  fund  $8,500.00  from  free  cash  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  a  consultant  to 
assist  in  the  Town  Manager  Screening  Committee.  Submitted  by  Citizen  Petition. 

Article  6.  Voted  -  To  fund  $2,000.00  from  free  cash  for  the  purpose  of  paying  expenses 
associated  with  the  screening  and  selection  of  the  Town  Manager  candidate.  Submitted  by 
Citizen  Petition. 

Article  7.  Voted  -  Amended-  to  adopt  Senior  Abatement  in  the  amount  of  $50.00  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  sewer  taxes  for  senior  citizens  and  disabled  in  accordance  with  existing 
guidelines. 

Board  of  Selectmen  recommend  this  article  as  amended. 

Article  8.  Voted  -  Unfavorable  Action  to  transfer  $756.00  from  Cemetery  Department  Expense 
Account  014912.52222  to  the  Cemetery  Department  Part-time  salaries  account  01491 1.51 105. 
Finance  Committee  recommends  Unfavorable  Action  on  the  article. 

Article  9.  Voted  -  To  transfer  $5,000.00  from  the  Palmer  Town  Building  part  time  salary 
account  #01 1921.51 104  to  Palmer  Town  Hall  Building  Contract  services  account 
#01 1922.53333.  Finance  Committee  recommends  this  article. 

Article  10.  Voted  -  To  reduce  the  line  item  for  Medicare  Tax  in  the  amount  of  $60,000.  Finance 
Committee  recommends  this  article. 

Article  1 1 .  Voted  -  To  transfer  $25,000.00  from  free  cash  to  the  Reserve  Fund.  Finance 
Committee  recommends  $25,000.00. 

Article  12.  Voted-  Finance  committee  recommends  $440,087.00  be  transferred  from  free  cash  to 
reduce  the  tax  levy  FY  05 

Article  13.  Voted  -  Finance  Committee  recommends  NO  ACTION  on  this  article.  To  transfer 
from  the  stabilization  fund  a  sum  of  money  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  for  FY  05. 
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Article  14.  Voted  -  Unanimous  to  grant  permanent  easement  to  Walter  Niec,  Jr.  2018  Maple  St. 
Three  Rivers,  Ma.  In  and  to  the  real  estate  situated  in  Palmer,  Hampden  County,  Ma.  Selectmen 
recommend  favorable  action  on  this  article. 

Article  15.  Voted-Unanimous  to  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from  The  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Springfield  in  consideration  of  One  and  00/100  Dollar  the  following  property: 
"Easement  Plan  Main  St  &  Sykes  St,  Palmer  Ma.  prepared  for  Guertin  Elkerton  &  Associates.  A 
copy  of  said  plain  is  available  for  viewing  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  Selectmen 
recommend  favorable  action  on  this  article. 

Article  16.  Voted  -  Unanimous  to  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from  390  Main  Street  Realty 
Trust  Demetrios  E.  Haseotes,  Trustee  in  consideration  for  One  and  00/100  Dollar  for  the 
following  Property:  Easement  #2  on  a  plan  entitled  "Easement  Plan  Main  St  &  Sykes  St., 
Palmer,  Ma.  A  copy  of  said  plan  is  available  for  viewing  at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Selectmen  recommend  favorable  action  on  this  article. 

Article  1 7.  Voted  -  Unanimous  to  accept  the  grant  of  an  easement  from:  Deborah  Kukla  in 
consideration  of  One  and  00/100  Dollar  the  following  property:  Easement  #3  on  a  plan  entitled 
"Easement  Plan  Main  St.  &  Sykes  St."  A  copy  of  said  plan  can  be  reviewed  at  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  Selectmen  recommend  favorable  action  on  this  article. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  and  warrant  dissolved  at  7:40  P.M.  and  so  declared  by  the 
Moderator. 

WARRANT  FOR  STATE  PRIMARY 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
WILLIAM  FRANCIS  GALVIN,  SECRETARY 

County  of  Hampden,  ss;  Town  of  Palmer 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Primaries  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places  in  said 
Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen  to  wit:  In  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town  Building,  4417 
Main  St.  Thorndike;  in  Precinct  2  &  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24  Converse  St.  Palmer 
and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  St.  Three  Rivers,  on  Tuesday,  the 
14th  day  of  September  2004  from  7:00  AM  to  8:00  PM  for  the  following  purpose. 

To  cast  their  votes  to  the  State  Primary  for  the  candidates  of  political  parties  for  the  following 
offices: 

REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CONGRESS   Second  Congressional  District 

COUNCILOR    Seventh  Councilor  District 
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SENATOR  IN  GENERAL  COURT  Worcester,  Hampden,  Franklin,  Hampshire  District 

REPRESENTATIVES  IN  GENERAL  COURT  First  Hampden  District 

SHERIFF  Hampden  County 


And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one 
public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  three 
Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  1 1  ^  day  of  August,  2004 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN    TODD  M.  SMOLA.  CHAIRMAN 

BARBARA  A.  BARRY.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
MICHAEL  P.  STRZEMIENSKI.  CLERK 

A  truce  copy,  attest. 

1  have  this  date  posted  attested  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town 
known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville 

August  23, 2004  11:19  AM  Kenneth  G.  White 

Date  Time  Constable 

WARRANT  FOR  SPECIAL  ELECTION 
DEBT-EXCLUSION  SEPTEMBER  14,  2004 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

County  of  Hampden,  ss:  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Palmer  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places  in  said 
Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen  to  wit:  In  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town  Building,  4417 
Main  St,  Thorndike;  in  Precincts  2  &  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24  Converse  Street, 
Palmer;  and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers,  on 
Tuesday,  the  14th  of  September  2004  from  7:00  AM  to  8:00  PM  for  the  Following  purpose: 

"Shall  the  Town  of  Palmer  be  allowed  to  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  Proposition 

2  J4,  so  called,  the  amounts  required  to  pay  for  the  bond  issued  in  order  to  fund  the  Palmer  Public 
Library  Expansion  Project  as  voted  at  the  May  14,  2001  Annual  Town  Meeting  under  Article  1 1 
and  at  the  June  16,  2003  Annual  Town  Meeting  under  Article  18?" 

Yes  No 
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And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one 
public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  ad  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  three 
Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  1 1th  day  of  August,  2004. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


A  true  copy,  attest. 


TODD  M.  SMOLA,  CHAIRMAN 
BARBARA  A.  BARRY,  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
MICHAEL  P.  STRZEMIENSKI,  CLERK 


I  have  this  date  posted  attested  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town 
known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers,  and  Bondsville. 

August  23, 2004  11:19  A.M.  Kenneth  G.  White,  Constable 

STATE  PRIMARY  &  SPECIAL  TOWN  ELECTION  RESULTS 
PALMER  MASSACHUSETTS 
SEPTEMBER  14,  2004 


Representative  in  Congress 
Richard  E.  Neal  (DEM) 

Councillor  (DEM) 
Dennis  P.McManus 
Kathleen  C.  Norbut 
William  A.  Trotta 


Precinct  1 

195 


30 

178 

8 


Precinct  2 

168 


17 
171 

2 


Precinct  3  Precinct  4 


195 


26 

191 

1 


150 


16 
147 

3 


Senator  in  General  Court  (DEM) 
Stephen  M.  Brewer  205 

Representative  in  General  Court  (DEM) 
M.J.  Palacios-Boyce  169 


190 


138 


205 


162 


160 


127 


SherrifT  (DEM) 
Michael  J.  Ashe,  Jr. 


182 


161 


190 


140 


Representative  in  Congress  (REP) 
Blanks  82 


13 


83 


82 


94 


Councillor  (REP) 
Blanks 


83 


114 


87 


82 


Senator  in  General  Court  (REP) 
Jennifer  J.  Gaucher 


62 


80 


62 


49 


Representative  in  General  Court  (REP) 
Todd  M.  Smola  85 


125 


97 


78 


Sherriff(REP) 
Blanks 


82 


118 


85 


80 


Ballot  Question 
Yes 
No 


144 
190 


166 
189 


196 
154 


121 
163 


WARRANT  FOR  STATE  ELECTION 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
WILLIAM  FRANCIS  GALVIN,  SECRETARY 


County  of  Hampden,  ss: 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 


Town  of  Palmer 


Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  State  Elections  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places  in 
said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen  to  wit:  In  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town  Building, 
4417  Main  Street,  Thorndike;  in  Precinct  2  &  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24  Converse 
Street,  Palmer,  and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  St,  Three  Rivers, 
on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  day  of  November  2004  from  7  A.M.  to  8  P.M.  for  the  following  purpose: 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  Statewide 

Representative  in  Congress   Second  Congressional  District 

Councilor  Seventh  Councilor  District 

Senator  in  General  Court...  Worcester,  Hampden,  Franklin,  Hampshire  Senatorial  District 

Representative  in  General  Court  First  Hampden  District 

Sheriff.  Hampden  District 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one 
public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three 
Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 
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Hereof  fail  not  and  make  no  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and 
place  of  said  meetings. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  October,  2004 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

TODD  M.  SMOLA,  CHAIRMAN 
BARBARA  A.  BARRY,  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
MICHAEL  P.  STRZEMIENSKI,  CLERK 

A  true  copy,  attest. 

I  have  this  date  posted  attested  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town 
known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville. 
October  25,  2004  9:00  A.M.  K.  G.  White 

Date  Time  Constable 


WARRANT  FOR  SPECIAL  ELECTION 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN  COUNCIL-November  2,  2004 

County  of  Hampden,  ss:  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer 

Greetings: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  town  who  are  qualified  to  vote  in  Special  Elections  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places  in 
said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen  to  wit:  In  Precinct  1  at  the  Palmer  Town  Building, 
4417  Main  St,  Thorndike;  in  Precincts  2  &  3  at  the  Converse  Middle  School,  24  Converse  Street, 
Palmer;  and  in  Precinct  4  at  SS.  Peter  &  Paul  Parish  Center,  2267  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers,  on 
Tuesday,  the  2nd  day  of  November  2004  from  7:00  A.M.  to  8:00  P.M.  for  the  following  purpose: 
To  cast  their  votes  for  the  nine  member  Town  Council  as  follows: 

For  a  term  of  one  ( 1 )  year: 

Five  (5)  Councilors  at  Large 
For  a  term  of  three  (3)  years: 

One  ( 1 )  Councilor-  District  One  (1) 

One  (1)  Councilor  -  District  Two  (2) 

One  (1)  Councilor  -  District  Three  (3) 

One  ( 1 )  Councilor  -  District  Four  (4) 
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And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up  attested  copies  in  some  one 
public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town  known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three 
Rivers  and  Bondsville  and  in  the  Palmer  Town  Building. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  doings  thereon  at  the  time  and  place 
of  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  October,  2004. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
TODD  M.  SM OLA,  CHAIRMAN 
BARBARA  A.  BARRY,  VICE  CHAIRMAN 
MICHAEL  P.  STRZEMIENSKI,  CLERK 

A  true  copy,  attest. 

I  have  this  date  posted  attested  copies  in  one  public  place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  Town 
known  as  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bondsville. 

October  25,  2004  9:00  A.M.  K.  G.  White.  CONSTABLE 


GENERAL  AND  SPECIAL  TOWN  ELECTION 
PALMER,  MASSACHUSETTS 
NOVEMBER  2,  2004 

Precinct  1        Precinct  2       Precinct  3       Precinct  4 

President  &  Vice  President 

Badnarik  &  Campagna 
Bush  &  Cheney 
Cobb  &  LaMarche 
Kerry  &  Edwards 


Richard  E.  Neal 


Dennis  P.  McManus 


Stephen  M.  Brewer 
Jennifer  J.  Gaucher 
Carolyn  J.  McMahon 


7  15  3  5 

597  728  542  561 

5  4  3  2 

922  923  823  870 

Representative  in  Congress 

1226  1262  1098  1133 

Councilor 

1034  1060  929  990 

Senator  in  General  Court 

1126  1160  982  1055 

212  287  209  175 

139  120  110  115 
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M.J.  Palacios-Boyce 
Todd  M.  Smola 


Representative  in  General  Court 

458  464  423 

1054  1140  912 


412 
990 


Sheriff 


Michael  J.  Ashe,  Jr.  1179 

Reg.Voc.Tech.Sch.Comm. 
Belchertown 

Judith  C.  Dudek  1147 


1210 


1142 


1048 


1014 


1106 


1063 


Reg.Voc.Tech.Sch.  Comm. 
Granby 

Elizabeth  DesRochers 


1023 


1027 


888 


964 


Reg.Voc.Tech.Sch.Comm. 
Monson 

Barbara  L.  Beaulieu 


1025 


1046 


908 


963 


Reg.Voc.Tech.Sch.Comm. 
New  Bra  in  tree 

Blanks 


1216 


1376 


1101 


1133 


Palmer 

David  M.  Droz 


Reg.Voc.Tech.Sch.Comm 

1101  1166  1011 


1041 


Yes 
No 


Question  1 

1096  1171 
143  180 


1010 
130 


994 
154 


Councilor  At-Large 


Robert  E.  Lemoine 
Robert  S.  Haveles 
James  A.  Davis 
John  J.  Dyl 

Raymond  F.  Labonte,Sr. 
John  E.  Stolar 
John  B.  Dinuovo 
Peter  E.  Pappas 
Carl  F.  Bryant 
George  A.  Backus 
James  L.  Tavernier 
Julie  A.  Gromosky 


418 

569 
293 
436 
544 
622 
449 
806 
324 
458 
196 
435 


494 
679 
297 
447 
518 
550 
575 
718 
180 
461 
313 
398 


392 
622 
247 
343 
429 
544 
537 
692 
171 
540 
216 
356 


351 
550 
289 
505 
483 
626 
451 
737 
185 
474 
158 
339 
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Sarah  Lynn  Zundell 


706 


612  537  685 


District  1 

1037 

District  2 

500 
805 

District  3 

948 

District  4 

694 
298 
315 

NOVEMBER  30, 2004 
COUNCILOR  AT  LARGE 
RECOUNT 
RESULTS 

Precinct  1         Precinct  2       Precinct  3  Precinct 


4 


Robert  G.  Lemoine 

415 

492 

393 

350 

Robert  S.  Haveles 

567 

677 

610 

547 

James  A.  Davis 

290 

300 

247 

292 

John  J.  Dyl 

432 

446 

337 

507 

Raymond  Labonte,Sr. 

538 

516 

424 

476 

John  E.  Stolar 

618 

546 

540 

626 

John  B.  Dinuovo 

449 

571 

527 

447 

Peter  E.  Pappas 

798 

714 

679 

734 

Carl  F.  Bryant 

321 

181 

173 

183 

George  A.  Backus 

456 

462 

533 

473 

James  L.  Tavernier 

192 

314 

213 

158 

Julie  A.  Gromosky 

426 

397 

349 

339 

Sarah  Lynn  Zundell 

702 

607 

532 

680 

The  first  Town  Councilors  elected  at  Palmer's  November  2,  2004  Special  Town  Election  are  as 
follows: 

Councilor  at  Large      1  Year  Term: 

Peter  E.  Pappas  2953 
Sarah  Lynn  Zundell  2440 
Robert  S.  Haveles  2420 


Keith  M.  Parent 

James  A  Devlin 
Barbara  A.  Barry 

Matthew  Lovell 

John  L.  Sasur,  Jr. 
Shawn  M.  Drawee 
Kathleen  M.  Burns 
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John  E.  Stolar 
John  B.  DiNuovo 


2342 
2012 


District  Councilor        3  Year  Term: 

District  1  Keith  M.  Parent  1037 

District  2  Barbara  A.  Barry  805 

District  3  Matthew  J.  Lovell  948 

District  4  John  L.  Sasur  Jr.  694 

Patricia  C.  Donovan 
Town  Clerk 

DEATHS  -  2004 

January 


1  William  R.  Riley  82 

5  Cecile  Camerlin  85 

5  Anna  R.  Lagimoniere  82 

6  Edward  J.  Landers,  Jr.  65 

6  Richard  L.  Metcalf  84 

7  Chester  J.  Bogacz  86 

7  Mary  M.  Clapp  84 
1 1  Matthew  M.  Bertoncelli  3 1 

1 1  Gloria  O.  Ellsworth  70 

12  Frances  C.  Dunn  88 
16  Marjorie  A.  Avis  76 
27  Joseph  F.  Hunter  59 
30  Alexander  R.  Matera  88 
30  Andrew  R.  Piwcio  66 

February 

2  Diane  E.  Jones  72 

2  Elvaline  M.  Roberts  81 

6  Stephanie  P.  Golda  87 

8  Adam  J.  Koss  90 

10  Mariana  Velazquez  87 

1 1  Armand  Sangermano  90 

13  Raymond  St.  John  80 

14  Eleanor  Kolakowski  90 

15  Evelyn  F.  Lavallee  87 
15  MarkS.  Welch  55 


100 


16 

Edna  F.  Bobowicz 

79 

21 

Bernice  F.  Vennert 

94 

22 

Minnie  G.  Laudato 

94 

22 

Dorothy  E.  Wright 

78 

23 

Dorothy  A.  O'Hare 

68 

27 

Helen  L.  Gould 

84 

28 

Gloria  M.  Santucci 

81 

29 

Caroline  E.  Siok 

79 

March 

2 

Willie  M.  Jones,  Jr. 

53 

6 

Mary  Kennington 

81 

7 

John  A.  Swartz 

76 

8 

Harriett  M.  Meyers 

89 

9 

Stasia  T.  Orszulak 

86 

10 

Erville  H.  Aldrich,  Jr. 

73 

12 

Kenneth  C.  Auclair 

59 

16 

Richard  G.  Adams,  Jr. 

63 

18 

Robert  Farrington 

81 

21 

Helen  V.  Landry 

79 

26 

Stanley  E.J.  Chmura 

86 

26 

Laurie  Lynn  Downer 

36 

27 

Alice  R.  Ruddock 

85 

April 

6 

Mary  C.  Wawro 

93 

8 

Helen  E.  Gernon 

86 

8 

Sandra  L.  Nicholopoulos 

57 

9 

Joanna  M.  Koziol 

91 

17 

Hazel  M.  Grady 

84 

17 

Edmond  St.  Jean 

81 

21 

Helen  A.  Magiera 

98 

24 

Ethel  S.  Christman 

83 

25 

Josenh  A  A  Leheau 

62 

25 

Jeanne  A.  Plato 

84 

29 

Ruth  F  Raczka 

77 

May 

3 

Adela  Jurczyk 

92 

3 

Eugene  J.  LeCours 

64 

8 

Joseph  J.  Sasur 

91 

101 


1 7 

12 

Ethel  L.  Banigan 

1  A 

14 

Kobert  L.  LaBreque 

73 

1  A 

14 

Gisela  Varga 

82 

1  "7 
1  / 

Daniel  A.  Mango,  Sr. 

oa 
50 

1  o 

18 

Jack  A.  Vogt 

82 

19 

Oeorge  b.  bmitn 

oi 

22 

Roberta  Bradway 

87 

23 

Edward  C.  Galusha 

71 

28 

Lois  H.  Kelley 

90 

28 

Alberta  Massuk 

70 

28 

TT          1JA      Oj.  r»  j 

Harold  A.  St.Peter 

50 

June 

1 

Donna  L.  Goodwin 

"71 

i 
1 

Robert  L.  Martin 

79 

6 

Irene  h.  Ochs 

no 

78 

o 

8 

Joseph  J.  Marsche 

£.1 

67 

1 1 

Patricia  A.  Ostiguy 

T  O 

38 

Id 

Pearl  N.  Cronin 

7A 

/u 

22 

Alexander  P.  Kulis 

86 

24 

Karen  M.  Bernier 

59 

22 

Jeffrey  M.  Lucey 

23 

ZD 

George  H.  Vanasse 

oO 

28 

rnyllis  K.  rJellerose 

7/1 

/4 

T  ■ 

Jury 

6 

Mary  E.  Parker 

86 

Q 

y 

Katherine  S.  Hrydziuszko 

V6 

o 

8 

Luther  E.  Via,  Jr. 

73 

10 

Jean  E.  Krawiec 

"7  "7 

/  / 

1  7 
13 

Juuitn  b.  Launapeiie 

66 

1  A 

14 

Sophie  R.  Chmura 

86 

24 

James  E.  Daley,  Sr. 

/I  "7 
4/ 

24 

Bridget  Gaflhey 

94 

28 

Edward  A.  Ziobrowski 

40 

1C\ 
JV 

Betty  Jane  Hickey 

/o 

31 

Erwin  H.  Page 

O  1 

81 

August 

2 

Dorrance  I .  Green 

88 

7 

Sylvia  Swist 

91 

8 

Leo  H.  Groux 

75 

8 

Carol  L.  Russell 

43 

11 

Walter  L.  Grace 

80 

102 


15 

Mary  K.  Wojnilowicz 

99 

17 

Kathryn  R.  Donovan 

87 

17 

Richard  J.  Rutkowski 

50 

17 

Marshall  B.  Usher 

87 

18 

Helen  S.  Schmidt 

93 

20 

Madeleine  J.  Camerlin 

89 

24 

Owen  S.  Clark 

71 

oc 

ajdcr  xv.  wuimci,  jr. 

I  j 

29 

Scott  L.  Bovat 

39 

31 

Arline  M.  Grammo 

61 

September 

1 

Zephy  A.  Morgan 

82 

4 

Leslie  F.  Hill 

51 

5 

Albert  J.  Swist 

62 

6 

Lois  Brissette 

87 

6 

Maureen  A.  Hittman 

61 

6 

Thomas  H.  Hoy 

72 

7 

Florence  L.  Dyer 

85 

12 

Julia  Medeiros 

93 

Florence  G.  Delaney 

/o 

23 

Victoria  L.  Sanderson 

81 

26 

Hazel  Tilton 

71 

October 

1 

Genevieve  I.  Lebida 

80 

1 

Fred  S.  Tyburski 

85 

7 

Margery  I.  Hooper 

89 

9 

James  H.  Moffat 

79 

13 

Curtis  C.  Reeser 

58 

14 

Mary  Grace  Russo 

88 

22 

Richard  E.  Gilmore 

52 

23 

Elvira  Borselli 

88 

25 

Edward  M.  Dudek 

61 

77 

Clara  Picard 

30 

Albina  K.  Belisle 

86 

31 

Julia  E.  Marhelewicz 

83 

November 

1 

Julia  K.  Brennan 

15 

4 

George  M.  Quinlan 

95 

7 

Jane  L.  Parker 

89 

10 

Anthony  R.  Mongeau 

43 

13 

Matthew  D.  Jones 

21 
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14 
18 
19 
20 
21 
23 
28 


Frederick  V.  Bean 
Julia  V.  Sowa 
Kenneth  R.  Char  land 
Sophie  D,  Papuzenski 
Harold  Wymers 
Thaddeus  S.  Kszepka,  Sr. 
James  L.  Keith 


83 
92 
62 
88 
84 
83 
70 


December 

1 

10 
11 
13 
15 
20 
21 
22 
26 
27 
27 


Victor  L.  DePace 
Helena  Gaudreau 
Dorothy  A.  Flynt 
Spence  J.  Rivers 
Carolyn  H.  Read 
Alfred  J.  Boudreau 
Rita  De  La  Bruere 
Joseph  J.  Majka 
Stanley  P.  Szydlowski 
John  T.  Scanlon 
Kozmos  Lachowski 


81 
88 
88 
56 
74 
80 
71 
92 
86 
55 
88 


January 

2     Paul  E.  Sasur 
4     Howard  J.  Dart 

February 


Marriages  2004 


New  York 
Monson 


1  Stephen  W.  Leblanc  Palmer 

14  Kurt  E.  Brouillette  Monson 

14  James  T.  Pappas  Palmer 

28  Josef  Burkacki  Palmer 


Kelley  E.  Moran 
Robyn  R.  Aldrich 


New  York 
Monson 


Donna  M.  Stanley  Palmer 

Danielle  E.  Koziol  Monson 

Amanda  M.Duval  Palmer 

Barbara  Piotrowska  Palmer 


March 


27  Joseph  P.  Chartier  II 
April 

3  Robert  E.  Bransky 
10  Matthew  D.  Lynch 


Palmer 


Palmer 
Brimfield 


Shari  D.  Dunn 


Nadine  M.  Howard 
Katie  A.  Casler 


Palmer 


Palmer 
Brimfield 
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1 7  Kevin  H.  Lauritsen  Southbridge 

23  Michael  R.  Gregoire  Palmer 

24  Giuseppe  M.  Marinesi  Palmer 
24  SeanO'Keefe  Palmer 

24  Douglas  M.  Senecal  Springfield 


Carrie  E.  Williamson 
Lynn  P.  Gula 
Rolla  D.  Hannoush 
Barbara  A.  Hawk 
Caren  L.  Johnston 


Southbridge 

Palmer 

Palmer 

Palmer 

Springfield 


May 

1  Michael  J.  Bostwick  Palmer 

8  Barry  J.  Cook  Palmer 

8  Francis  M.  Ring,  Jr.  Palmer 

14  Robert  J.  Letendre  Palmer 

15  Daniel  J.  Clark  Palmer 


Kelley  K.  Kaduck  Palmer 

Jennifer  L.  Dever  Palmer 

Aimee  J.  Dumas  Palmer 

Renee  C.  Bessette  Palmer 

Nicole  L.  Bourdeau  Palmer 


June 


4  Charles  D.  Jones 

Palmer 

Jerrie  J.  Flowers 

Palmer 

12  Joshua  J.  Chaples 

Palmer 

Jennifer  L.  DeGray 

Springfield 

12  Edward  C.  Payne 

Ludlow 

Shirley  M.  Ciejka 

Palmer 

1 9  Jonathan  D.  Bousquet 

Palmer 

Carolyn  M.  Davis 

Palmer 

19  Shawn  J.  Clark 

Ware 

Allyson  M.  Jones 

Ware 

24  Michael  D..  Opielowski 

Palmer 

Heather  A.  Colby 

Palmer 

26  Robert  J.  Mastrodonato 

Palmer 

Angela  D.  Fry 

Palmer 

26  John  J.  Delabruere 

Palmer 

Tammy  M.  Chamberlain  Palmer 

26  Kenneth  D.  Palmer 

Palmer 

Tiffany  Lunczynski 

Palmer 

27  Brian  D.  Brochu 

Palmer 

Kelley  A.  Murphy 

BristoLCt. 

27  Joshua  M.  Carter 

Nashville,  TN 

Kelly  L.  Corcoran 

Nashville,  TN 

July 

3  Robert  J.  Santos 

Palmer 

Karen  E.  Gagne 

Palmer 

3  Michael  W.  Weirbrick 

Palmer 

Heather  N.  Fleming 

Palmer 

7  Andrew  W.  Duda  III 

Wales 

Christopher  L.  Gresham  Metairie  La 

9  John  R.  Flynn 

Palmer 

Sherri  L.  Arsenault 

Palmer 

10  Daniel  K.  Garrity 

Palmer 

Patricia  A.  Hunter 

Palmer 

1 7  David  L.  St. Germain 

Palmer 

Jennifer  L.  Peterson 

Palmer 

24  John  R.  DeForest 

Monson 

Marybeth  S.  Wilkins 

Monson 

24  Marc  B.  Perry 

Palmer 

Debora  A.  Drolet 

Palmer 

31  Brian  K.  Cabral 

Palmer 

Cindy  L.  Boissy 

Palmer 

31  Lucille  A.  Seidell 

Palmer 

Patricia  A.  Combs 

Palmer 
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August 


/     DIlculJ.  rvCIoIlaW 

W  Warren 

Deborah  Deschaine 

W.Warren 

1  D  JvlLIUil U  J .  Ldvlgnc 

^mcopce 

Carol  Kempesty 

Palmer 

2 1  Bevan  Forbes 

Palmer 

Telese  Smith 

Palmer 

2 1  Laurence  Perkins 

N.Brookfield 

Mabel  Lombard 

Brimfield 

21  Timothy  Zelazo 

Palmer 

Elizabeth  A.  Goodrich  Palmer 

22  David  M.  Hayes 

Palmer 

Ana  I.  Ortiz 

Northbridg( 

Li  umiiry  voiosninov 

raimer 

Kristie  Motyka 

Palmer 

zo  ocoii  jvi.  txKen 

raimer 

Amanda  C.  Corbett 

Palmer 

September 

4  rioiiana  r.  jenKins 

raimer 

Cynthia  L.  Santos 

Palmer 

W/illiomH  T   T  cirtvillr* 
*t      W  llllalllU  1  .  1  <<\\\/.\\\\i 

I  all  I1C  I 

Donna  M.  Fleury 

Palmer 

uene  u.  r  neips 

opringneia 

Elaine  E.  Miller 

Springfield 

i  /  iviicnaei  i^.  ouniner 

w  asn  Dum,  l  /\ 

Sarah  B.  Bolton 

Palmer 

i  o  L-nnsiopner  o.  L-zupryna 

raimer 

April  A.  Saccamando  Palmer 

18  Todd  J.E.  Holmes 

Palmer 

Jennifer  L.  Krol 

Palmer 

18  Sam  A.  Wyley 

ClaytoruNM 

May  L.  Zajchowski 

Palmer 

25  Kevin  J.  Kolakowski 

Palmer 

Robin  A.  LaPolice 

Palmer 

25  Jon  P.  Herring 

Palmer 

Jerri  L.  Irwin 

Palmer 

zj  onan  w .  i  oeixen 

raimer 

Christine  A.  Costa 

Palmer 

zo  i^nnsiopner  j.  ooncaives 

raimer 

Kerri  L.  Irwin 

Palmer 

vjciouer 

/       james  rvi.  rvioniy 

raimer 

Mary  M.  Shea 

Palmer 

r  diincr 

Denise  M.  Summers 

Palmer 

y        Levi  c.  rericins 

Luaiow 

Hollybeth  MacDougal  Palmer 

10       Joseph  R.  Koziol 

Palmer 

Patricia  A.  Deyo 

Palmer 

16       Landis  T.  Adams 

Palmer 

Deanna  L.  Kendall 

Palmer 

1 6       Matthew  J.  Lemieux 

Palmer 

Sharon  E.  Brown 

Palmer 

1 7       Joseph  Czyzewski 

Palmer 

Anca  I.  Adi 

Virginia 

23       Jill  Y.  Kazeroid 

Palmer 

William  A.  Ulasewich 

Springfield 

30       Phillip  W.  Ferrell 

Palmer 

Lynne  C.  MacNintch  Palmer 

November 

5       Donald  E.  Constantino  Palmer 

Timothee  H.  Munroe 

Palmer 

6       Andre  P.  Cadieux,  Jr. 

Palmer 

Lisa  J.  Peet 

Palmer 

6       Robert  D.  McCracken  Virginia 

Andrea  A.  Banda 

Virginia 

13       Duane  E.  Odiorne 

Palmer 

Elizabeth  A.  Stavrides  Palmer 

20      Todd  R.  Les 

Palmer 

Caren  A.  Councilman  Palmer 
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21       Ali  K.  Al  Husseini 


Springfield 


Debra  A.Correggio  Palmer 


December 


3 

Jesse  M.  Griswold 

Wales 

10 

Richard  L.  Denis 

Fiskdale 

11 

Patrick  D.  Mallalieu 

Palmer 

18 

Timothy  J.  Maurice 

Palmer 

18 

Dustin  V.  Rademacher 

Monson 

26 

Jason  P.  Renaud 

Palmer 

31 

Wayne  C.  Kibbe 

Palmer 

Danica  M.  Gelinas  Wales 
Linda  M.  Elgard  Holland 
Jennifer  B.Abella-Cornell  Palmer 
Sherry  R.  Laviolette  Palmer 
Maegan  L.  Anderson  Georgia 
Michele  A.  O'Connor  Palmer 
Nataliya  V.  Zaderetska  Palmer 


107 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 


TREASURER 
BANK  BALANCES 
JUNE  30.2004 


BANK 

TYPE 

AMOUNT 

CASH 

$324,475.68 

BANK  OF  WESTERN  MASS 

PAYROLL 

$201,005.54 

COUNTRY 

DIAMOND/CASCADE 

$25,108.83 

COUNTRY 

ARTS/LOTTERY 

$2,747.85 

COUNTRY 

COMM.  DEVELOP 

$110,406.68 

BANK  OF  WESTERN  MASS 

TRUST  FUND 

$147,791.60 

COUNTRY 

DOG  OFFICER 

$1,292.38 

EASTERN 

LIBRARY 

$234,777.70 

COUNTRY 

LIBRARY 

$628,034.24 

CITIZENS 

STABILIZATION 

$821,376.79 

M.M.D.T. 

STABILIZATION 

$967,515.18 

M.M.D.T. 

GENERAL 

$3,069,383.99 

BOSTON  SAFE 

VENDOR 

$25,764.21 

FLEET 

GENERAL 

$1,026,737.12 

WARE  CO-OPERATIVE 

LIBRARY 

$62,442.89 

MONSON  SAVINGS 

LIBRARY 

$63,519.52 

NO.  BROOKFIELD 

LIBRARY 

$63,874.19 

NO.  BROOKFIELD 

GENERAL 

$10,590.43 

GALAXY 

CEMETERY 

$42,968.09 

UNIBANK 

TRUST  FUND 

$42,435.02 

UNIBANK 

STUDENT  ACTIVITY 

$354,731.16 

UNIBANK 

GENERAL 

$1,353.99 

ING 

CEMETERY 

$215,817.45 

MFS 

CEMETERY 

$75,000.00 

TOTAL 

$8,519,150.53 

RESPECTFULLY 
SUBMITTED, 

ROGER  E.  BRACH, 
TREASURER 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  VETERANS'  SERVICE 


The  budget  for  the  Veterans'  Services  was  once  again  adequately  funded  for  FY04/05.  I 
appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  Finance  Committee  members  and  would  like  to  thank  them  for 
remembering  the  Veteran  at  budget  time.  My  first  year  on  the  job  proved  to  be  a  learning  one 
and  serving  the  Veterans  of  Palmer  proved  to  be  a  rewarding  one. 

There  are  many  questions  that  we  can  and  do  answer  and  there  are  many  times  when  these 
questions  can  also  be  answered  by  calling  the  Department  of  Veterans'  Affairs  at  #1-800-827- 
1 000,  which  connects  the  caller  directly  to  the  Regional  Office  in  Boston.  There  is  also  a  VA 
Office  at  25  Bond  Street  in  Springfield  and  that  number  is  (413)  731-6000. 

By  keeping  my  office  hours  during  the  day,  I  feel  it  has  had  a  positive  effect  on  how  Veterans 
use  this  office.  My  hours  are  Tuesday  and  Thursday  8:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  and  on  Wednesday 
from  12:30  -  3:30  p.m.  A  veteran  can  also  see  me  by  appointment  if  he  cannot  get  to  my  office 
during  working  hours. 

In  keeping  with  the  previous  annual  reports,  I  have  recorded  the  following  business  for  FY04: 


During  the  last  year  there  was  an  increase  in  Iraqi  Veterans  registering  their  discharges  with  this 
office. 

The  legislation  that  was  pending  last  year  was  finally  passed,  and  the  new  definition  of  a  Veteran 
in  Massachusetts  not  only  includes  someone  who  served  during  a  period  of  war,  now  also 
includes  these  periods  of  peacetime  service: 


November  12,  1918  -  September  15,  1940 
January  1,  1947  -  June  24,  1950 
February  1,  1955  -  August  4,  1964 
May  8,  1975  -  August  1,  1990 
August  2,  1990  -  to  be  determined  later 


Office  Visits 
Telephone  Calls 
Requests  for  Discharges 
Applications  for  Veterans  Cemetery 
Applications  for  Government  Headstones 
Veterans  Deaths 

Requests  for  GI  Local  Applications 
Requests  for  Medals 
Requests  for  Bonus  Applications: 
Korean:  0  Vietnam:  1  Person  Gulf:  3 


511 
941 
57 
63 
26 
21 
2 
7 
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In  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  Acting  Town  Administrator  Patricia  Kennedy  and  my  fellow 
employees  in  the  Town  Administrative  Building  for  their  cooperation,  and  last  but  not  least,  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  who  have  given  me  the  opportunity  to  serve  my  fellow  Veterans.  As  we 
turn  the  New  Year,  we  are  also  changing  our  form  of  Government,  and  I  want  to  take  this  time  to 
welcome  our  newly  elected  Town  Councilors.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  you  in  the  coming 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARK  A.  AVIS 
Veteran  Service  Officer 
Graves  Registration  Officer 
Burial  Agent 

PALMER  WATER  POLLUTION  CONTROL  FACILITY  ANNUAL  REPORT 

The  Combined  Sewer  Overflow  (CSO)  Project  has  been  completed.  Now  we  look  forward  to  the 
repair  and/or  replacement  of  equipment  at  the  1 0  pump  stations  that  are  under  our  jurisdiction. 
We  need  to  make  these  stations  run  as  efficient  as  possible  now  that  much  of  the  storm  water, 
sand  from  the  streets,  and  other  debris  that  had  found  it's  way  into  the  stations,  has  been 
eliminated. 

The  Town  has  implemented  a  Special  Revenue  Fund  for  the  treatment  plant  meaning  that  any 
unused  funds  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  will  stay  at  the  treatment  plant  to  fund  repairs  at  the 
plant  and  its  10  pump  stations.  With  the  treatment  plant  going  on  25  years  of  service  in  2005, 
there  are  many  upgrades  that  have  begun  and  some  that  will  hopefully  be  agreed  upon  in  the 
upcoming  years  to  bring  the  treatment  plant  up  to  date  with  the  new  technology  that  is  out  there. 

We  look  forward  to  the  upcoming  year  with  great  anticipation  as  the  new  town  government  takes 
over  in  January  of  2005  with  a  department  of  public  works  being  formed.  Our  department  will  be 
joined  with  the  highway,  parks,  cemetery  and  tree  warden  to  help  pool  each  department's  assets 
into  one  group. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  other  Town  departments  that  have  helped  us  throughout  the  course  of 
the  past  year. 

Lastly,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  entire  staff  at  the  wastewater  treatment  plant  for  their  complete 
cooperation,  support,  and  professionalism  that  they  display  on  a  daily  basis. 
THANK  YOU!!! 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gerald  Skowronek,  Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WIRING  INSPECTOR 


As  Wiring  Inspector  for  the  Town  of  Palmer, 
inspections  made  by  me  for  the  year  2004: 

Residential 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Others 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Stanley  J.  Pietryka 
Wiring  Inspector 


I  hereby  submit  the  following  annual  report  for 

195 
42 
13 
13 
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TOWN  OF  PALMER 

CAPITAL  PROJECTS  FUND  BALANCE  DETAIL 


AS  OF  JUNE  30.2004 


ORG 

DESCRIPTION 

RAI  ANCF 

LJ/\         1  x  \-/  \ — 

301724 

STREET  SCAPE  IMPROVEMENT 

1Q  3^8 

COMPLJTFR  MAINTENANCE 

43 

OU  I D  I  D 

TOWN  PI  FRK"  VOTING  MAPHINF 

7  nnn 
/  ,uuu 

301625 

VOTING  MACHINES  ART  30 

1,540 

301924 

PALMER  TOWN  BUILDING  IMPROV 

38,378 

303104 

PALMER  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  CONSTRUCT 

86,861 

304364 

SANITARY  LANDFILL  CLOSURE 

251,938 

304414 

GENERAL  SEWER  MAINT 

54,989 

304434 

WATER  TREATMENT  PLANT 

(157,798) 

304435 

WWTP  THREE  BELT  PRESS 

2,183 

306104 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

663 

305,155 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 

TRUST  FUND  BALANCE  DETAIL 

AS  OF  JUNE  30,2004 


ORG 

DESCRIPTION 

BALANCE 

83-35900 

UNRESERVED  FUND  BALANCE 

0.00 

8395000 

STABILIZATION  FUND 

1,788,387.33 

8395100 

CONSERVATION  FUND 

1,879.17 

8395200 

THOMPSON  FUND 

1,275.67 

8395300 

MERRICK  FUND 

1,146.91 

8395400 

CEMETARY  FUND 

336,407.01 

8395500 

FULLER  FUND  -  SCHOOLS 

1,675.72 

8395600 

FULLER  FUND  -  PARKS 

2,225.08 

8395700 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT  TRUST 

8,137.75 

8395800 

M  SLESINSKI  MEM  SCH  FUND 

6,643.25 

8395900 

WIBACK-CALKINS  GRIMALDI  FUND 

50,821.60 

8396000 

JOSEPH  NIKODEM  MEMORIAL  FUND 

1,249.83 

8396100 

PALMER  TEEN  CENTER  (2004) 

1,000.00 

2,200,849.32 
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TELEPHONE  DIRECTORY 
AMBULANCE,  FIRE  AND  POLICE  EMERGENCY  -  911 


For  Questions  Regarding: 

Call  this  Department: 

Phone: 

Zoning  Appeals 

Appeals,  Zoning  Board  of 

283-2611 

Assessments,  Abatements 

Assessors,  Board  of 

283-2607 

Building  Permits,  Electric  Permits, 
Plumbing,  gas  &  wiring  Permits,  Zoning 
Enforcement 

Building  Inspector 

283-2638 

Burial  Records,  Cemetery  Plots 

Cemetery 

TBI  OA£/4 

Zoi-zoo4 

Emergency  Preparedness,  Catastrophe 

Civil  Defense 

283-8792 

Future  planning  for  Palmer 

Community  Development 

283-2614 

Wetlands  Management 

Conservation  Commission 

283-261 1 

Senior  activities,  Information  & 
Transportation 

Council  on  Aging 

283-2670 

Animal  Control 

Dog  Officer 

283-7770 

Health,  Sanitation,  Septic  Permits/Title  V, 
rood  &  Beverage  License  &  Tobacco 
License 

Health,  Board  Of 

283-2606 

Road  Maintenance,  snow  &  ice  removal 

Highway  Department 

zsj-zol j 

Alcohol  Beverage  Information 

License  Commission 

zoJ-zoUo 

Federally  funded  elderly  housing 

Palmer  Housing  Authority 

TOT  Ql 1 1 
Z6 1  1 

All  library  services 

Palmer  Public  Library 

OCT 

Palmer  Redevelopment  Authority 

iff i  a  i  fin 
Z5J-41UU 



Park  &  Field  Maintenance 

Park  Commission 

Zoj-zoo / 

Planning,  Land  Use,  Zoning 

Planning  Board 

TBI 

ZOj-ZCHO 

Schools: 

Converse  Middle  School 

283-2641 

/\l  J     |1  •■■    W%              *     W~*  ■  l 

Old  Mul  Pond  Elementary 

283-2630 

Palmer  High  School 

283-2621 

Palmer  Regional  Vocational 
Technical 

283-9701 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

283-2650 

Scale,  weight  Certification 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 
(Residence) 

283-4070 

Committee  Appointments,  Class  I,  II  &  III 
Licenses,  Amusement/Entertainment 
Licenses,  Street  Entrance,  Street  Excavation 
Licenses 

Selectmen,  Board  of 

283-2603 

Parking  Tickets,  Property  &  Excise  Tax  Bills 

Tax  Collector 

283-2601 

General  Accounting 

Town  Accountant 

283-2602 

Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  Dog  Licenses, 
Fishing  &  Hunting  Licenses,  Business 
Certificates,  Elections  &  Voter  Registration 

Town  Clerk 

283-2608 

Bill  Payment,  Payroll,  Insurance  Benefits 

1  own  I  reasurer 

zoj-ZOUU 

Veteran's  Information/Referrals  Benefits 

Veteran's  Agent 

zoj-zoiu 

Sewer  Bill,  Sewer  Abatements 

Wastewater  Treatment  Plant 

zoJ-zo / 1 

EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  -  91 1 

Fire  -  Bondsville 

Palmer 

283-3861 

Thorndike 

283-3861 

1  nree  Kivers 

Z6j-/I0l 

Hospital 
Ambulance 

283-7651 
283-1652 

Police  Dept. 

283-8792 

N 


